ee eh em 


<8 hee = Rep eg: 4. epee ne ee we wees ae 


eee —- 


ee ee ee inn an er ae 


LR NO RE 


Ath ee ce tee . + ematenit e 


ee re en os 


ete 


OR el pe mh eee en 


+e 


Pe tan TER ne tam 


nena 


ORR ee en ae mE 


mee 


Scaiiiamimanalaabad:.. ammnatl 
y a7 


TN ET OO OL ON A NO TR LNRM RE RT ne ene 


. 


* 
ome rade apt aha cal 
gO = 
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_THOS. ‘T. ECKERT, Presidpfit 
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U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 1st,1896, 


se ome we oe oe ED mee se see me se 


- _ 
— . — " 
* Prem ’ 


ere. enclosure, 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Octoder 1st,1896. 
Hor: -William e hectat. 
finiatart Secretary ef State, 
Washirgtor . D.C. 


Sir:- 


-In connection with my letter ef the 30th ultimo, 


I serd hereir extracts from the "Law ef Criminal Procedure", 
ruling in Cuba ard Perte Rice. 


Very respectfully, 


eer ae 


Your obedightGrsrt, eg tg 


Ataf? f hee 


Orne enclesure: 


Extracts from "Law of Criminal Procedure”. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch Ne, 1 5 & 
HABANA, October 1s8t,1896, 


Extracts frem LAW ef CRIMINAL PROCEDURE, 


ruling in Cuba ard Porte Rico, 
ee ee | 

Art:366. In case ef the arrest of a persor accused his 

first statemert shall be taken withir 24 hours. 

Art: 489, (Same as article 4 of the Spanish Constitutior.) 

No Spaniard er foreigner shall be arrested,except in such. 
cases,and in such manner as prescribed by lawy. 

Art:496. The part,authority or judicial pelice agent who 
may arrest ary persir by virtue ef what is erdered ir 
the preceding articles,shall release him er deliver 
him te the judge nearest the place where the arrest 
was made,withir 24 hours feliewvine. 

Art:497. In case the judge or court to whom the delivery is 
made should be the one cogrizart ef the case,x ~ =< 
ei t shall be made a commitmert,er be i et aside 
witht S P3 hours « x 
@WM@. If the party arrested should have beer arrested 

‘because comprised ir Nos.1 and 2 of Art:490, (attempt, 
and infraganti,')ard Ne.4 of Art: 492,{ar suspicier) the : 


judge of Instruction to whom he may be delivered,shail 
institute the preliminary proceedings ard commit the 
persor held,or order his release,as it may result,withir 
the pericd set dewr in Art: 497. x x 
601 says in effect, that ir either case,the accused 
shall be netified, 
506. The incemmuricatior of these arrested er comaitted 
Shell last erly the time absolutely necessary to examine 
inte the facts stated ir the inquiry relative te the crime 
which gave rise te the process, without its lasting,as 


oe 4d 
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Arti510 


Art: 


Art: 


Art: 


Art: 


a sore rule, more than 5 days. 
Art: 507 


states thet if the examination has te be made out- 
side of the territory of the Isalrd or at some dinteves. 
the incommuricatior may last the time prudertially re- 


quisite te aveid collusion. 


: S08. states that thie Judge or Court car order the accused 


but this secord commuricatior shall ret last more thar 
& days. 

he shall be permitted books and papers,if ther be 
no objectior. 
gies writirg materials ,under certain conditions. 


511. but shall not send er receive any letter or paper. 


520. The arrest as well as provisional imprisormert, 


shall be made ir the manner and form least prejudicial te 
the perser ard reputation of the accused, 

522. Bvery persor arrested or imprisened,may obtair at 

his own expense,the comforts er eccupatiorns compatible 
wita the object of his arrest and the regimen ef the 
prisen, provided it dees not prejudice his safety,or the 
reserve due te the summing up (sumario) ef the preceedings 
545. Ne one shall enter inte the dwellirg of a Spaniard 

or a fpreigrer residing ir Spain, wiheut his corsert, 
arless in the cases ard in the manrer expressly provided 
by law. | 

650. states thet the Judge may order entry and search 

of any place used as a dweliing by a Spaniard er foreigner 
but always with the previous corsert ef the party cen- 
cerred,or in want thereof by virtue ef a warrart ts be 
inmediately netified to the perty,or at the latest, 
within 24 hours after it shall Rave. been 7eeued.. 

561. Niether the Judge beard ard search a foreign mer- 


chert vessel, without the euthorization ef the master, 


- 


er if this is refused, that @f the Consul ef the nation 


té which the vessel belongs. 


668. regards ertry ef the rooms, etc,of foreigr corsuls. 
569. respecting the manrer of eourek Wien shad? be in 
the p reserce of the party interested,or dieanaaees 

may represent him,or in presence of his family,or of 


two witnesses. 


ee eer 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Octeber 1st,1896. 


Dl 


te the 


‘ Department ef State. 


Receipt ef Instructiens,78 te 97. 
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U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, October ist,1696. 
Hon: William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washirgten. 0D. &. 
Sir: : 


I have the horer te ackrowledge the receipt ef the 


Department's instructions from Ne.76,September Sth, te 


Ne.97 ,September 18th, beth inclusive. 


Very respectfully, 


Rye 


Ve GF ed Ay 


fa fa 


Your ebed 


re 
Ce 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 1st,1896. 


 Departmert ef State. 


CS leeieetied © Renteedtentientien 


Cerfirming telegram respecting arrest of Esteban Venero, 


ar Americar Citizen. 


a ok me oe ue we av ae 


. Which I rew corfirm. 


ef the Captaincy General,ard advise me regardirg the matter. 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Octeber 1st,1896. 
William W.Reckhill. 
Assistart Secretary of State. 


Washirgter, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the horer te advise my telegram ef the 29th ult?- 


"Assistant Secretary of State. Washirgter. D.C. 

"Esteban Venero,Americar citizer arrested Les Pales about 
"eight days age by military authorities.charges ret krowr. 
"have inquired Captain General. (signed) LEE. 


In reply te my inquiry I am informed by the Geverroer Ger'l 
that he krows nething respecting the arrest ("detercion") ef 


Mr.VENERO,but that he will ask fer irfermatier frem the effice 


Very respectfully, 
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U.8.Gonsulate General. 


Habana,October 1st,1896. 
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Department of State. 
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Gases ef the American citigens RAMON RODRIGUEZ POSADA 


Consulate General of the United States, 


Habana, October 1nt.1896. 


seeeihli William W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
% Washington. 

Sir? + 


Referring to my despatch No.145,0f the eSrd.inatants 
in which I reported the arrest of Ramon Rodrigues bale. 
a naturalized American citizen,! have to infors tre De- 
partment wean this office received a letter from him sev~- 
eral days ago dated in the City petuee. 


I sent to enquire into his case and learned that he 


was still Getained by order of the Governor at Matan#a 


This letter I referred to the U.8.¥ie6 Consul at Matansas 
for an invest igat ion, and Mr .Broch reports; that Mr. 

Rodriguez on being released after returning from the In- 
surgent camp was ordered to resiée in Cardenas, subject to 


Surveillance of the local authorities,which he failed to 


| porting to the authorities as required. He has been de- 
tained at Habana in order to send him to Cardenas by. the 


first opportunity,with the view of releasing him there. 


Y ee 


do, besides he made several tripa te Habana without duly re- 


é 
‘ ee a 
TL NAAM PORE ALL LLL LALO : — 


ur. Joss Gurbino,the other citisen reported in my tele- 


gtam of the Pist.witimo, arrested upon his surrender at 
Rincon, came te this office two days ago, and obteined a 
certificate of his sanedtbatenstt tetes hia intention te 
return to Santiago ie ta Vegas and resume his residence 


there. 


S 


~ Y.S.Gensulate General. 
Maharia, Oct .lst, 1696, 
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. Department of State. 
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Receipt of a tyre-Writing mechine. 
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No.159. | U.S. Consulate General. 
Ke Habans, Oct . 1st, 1896. 


Hon William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
VashingtgR.c. 
Sir: 

With reference to Instruction No.80 of Sept.9th,I 
have to inform the Department of the receipt from Messrs. 
Wyckoff,Seaman and Benedict of one type-writing machine. 

They advise that they hold the other machine they are 
to furnish in exchange subject to the order of the Depart- 


ment, and presume that when they recsive the instructions it 
will be for shipment to Guba. That the price quoted was a 
special one to this office,and they could not ship a machine 
to any part of the dupes States at that price. 

I am,Sir,yo at. . 


Consulate General of the United States, 


5 


Habana, October 3.1696. 


Department of State. 


oe wee ee Ye ee 


Case of Charles Govin. 


3 


a 


Acknowledging receipt of Instruction 103 of September 25th.. 
Does not think it ¥ise to press matters just at present. 


One enclesure. 


rey ere 


Consulate General of the United States, 


Habana, Octobers .1896, 


Honorable ¥.W.Roekhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 
sirt- 

Referring to your matonerttis Ho.10S of eabinhes 
25th.,I write to oay that I notice that I am directed to 
lay before the Governor General the testimony. that I have 
in the —_— of Charles Govin's death. 

I think the objection to complying to such instruc- 
tions would be that I-would be obliged te give the name 
of the person who gave to me the facts transmitted to the 
— Snares. 


This would involve giving the name of Fernandez, now 


& prisener in “La Cabafia®. He was taken prisoner with 


Govin atc.,as previously reported. As Fernandez’ case has 


not yet been considered,you can ily perceive ‘that his 


\ sam ant be praticed fe nae wore anmn, 


I em of the epiatoms fore that at present his 


iets gle AROSE AOE LIE eh a oe et a! NEY PM 0 9 itd eT oe 


a 


OOO 


‘I have implicit nee ea a 


as statement now that it has been corroborated by the 


3. 


captured letter of Dr.Lamar,and about which I wrote you 


my despatch Wo.130 of September 16th. 
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T have no confidence in other statements that have 
been made about this case. 

Captain General Weyier in a communication to Governor 
General Weyler dated 15th.September, which was sent to the 
pupertenet with my despatch No.136 of the 18th.September, 
it will be observed, transmits a report from the General 
in command of the Srd.brigade of the second division of the 


third corps of the Spanish Army in this Island purport ms 


to give an account of the death of Charles Govin, claiming 

| $het he had been made atime after having been seriously 
wounded and died of his wounds on the day following the 
fight. 


This is a to a second communication of mine 


2] 


* 


to the Gorernor and Gaptain General requesting that Charles 


Gcovin be produced if alive or if dead that the details of 


rod to im my despatch No.136 it 


t of the General of the third 


and date of the engagement,and thet 


he died the next day at the p 


which I think answers the question in your No.103,in which 


you direct me to ascertain "if }¢,G@ovin,was wounded,how and 
“where,and if he died of his wounds,when,where and in what 
| "manner", 
DFT : 
I see nothing else that I can do here at present except 
to demand of the Governor and Captain General the name of 


the subordinate Gervral who made the report I have refer- 


ved to and the name of the place where he wrote it,both 


of which have been given. 


Enclosure! «- 
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- HABANAOctober 3,2806." fo ae seid As a ogee nome Ba 2 gh we nae a 8 
seis 2 Geet, wae : poem tes 
‘Copy trarslatien. Cd re og : 
aa ‘Corsulate General of the United States, - 
= “Habana, Octeber 2.1896... ier: 
Te His Excellency, Oe ee oe Seis cease eee 


The-Geverner Captain General of the Island ef Cuba, | 
wos ete. et beg = ete eS 


Beéetlecbely = of 0 oP Pes ee = 


- * See Sd, ge " Wish, : ¥ ‘ a yiing r s ee Re 
| t ik 


+ I.duly received. your cemmunicatior ef the 18th.ef ak Sees 


ponte shen ie Dome repert. ¥ ‘the Chief ef the bri- = =~ 
& and i am. new et ae 


in my Geverrmert's 


of Gevir after he eon 


taker. ‘priserer,it. dees rot consider the eerert ot your sub- Se 


oki i 
pn rome ' ' Lg Sty BR ; 


ordinate a satisfactery acceurt ef his death. I will have 


also te request the name of the officer making the report 


* y ae: a eX * se : $ : f . ~ i. ea 


' ye : ; nee i ae oR 


in questien aswell as the name ef the place at which it 


was written. This last seeming te be important because ir 
“the said report the commander ef the brigade states that Rese 
| “Gevir died in cersequence of his wourds an: the octal ck Ree mel " 


* ah 


day star eeiee taker te Shits place, but nowhere is the name 
of said place stated. 


I take this epportunity etc. etc. 
etc, etc, 
‘Fitzhugh Lee. 


‘\ Qersnl Gereral. 
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CONSULATE GENERAL ef the UNITED STATES. 
HABANA, @cteder Srd,1696. 


Sia at ae aa $70 


Mr .LEE 


ee 


te the 


: Departmert ef State. 


rt en the Clerks empleyed in the consulate gereral. 


% 


Consulate General of the United States, 
ens 3.1896. Z 


Sp ee 1E7e 
Honorable ¥.¥.Roskhiil, “, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Sirt- 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of State 
Cirewlar dated September 18th.,relative to Clerk Hire Al- 
The 7 t's notification, dated 2ist.May,was re- 
“ceived here greviens to my arrival,which will account for 
sight and delay-in forwarding the required report. 
The allowance of $2000.00 to this office is now paid 

wing named clerks,who have been continued in 
their positions. 

“Wr. Adolfo Sanchez Doley??years of age,a citizen of 
the United States,connected with this office since Novem- 
| Deputy Consul Generel. March 12th. 
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Department ef State. 


$ 


Departure ef U.S.Commercial Agent at Gibara for the United 
States,and tempery abserce ef the Nuevitas Vice Commercial 
Agent. 
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Gonsulate General of the Urited States, 
Habera,Octeber 3.1896. 
Honorable W.¥.Reckhili, 
Assistart Secretary ef State, 
Washingter. 


Sir:- 
I have tne honer te inform the Department, that 5 am 
am advised by Mr.Jeaquir Sanchez Adar,U.S.Commercial Agert 
at Nuevitas,that Mr.Jesé H.Beeke,U.S.Cenawlar Agent at Gibera, 
en account ef urgert business,sailed fer the United States 
on the 12th.irstert,leaving his office incharge ef Mr .Diego 
ere, whe has taker charge or previeus similar eceasieors. 


At the same time er accourt ef impaired health »Mr.Sanchez 
has beer compelled te come te Habarea for medical advice and 
rest, and appeirted his ser Jeaquir Sarchez Miranda, whe is 

ef age ard capable, te leek after his effice, 

As very little business ef a cofmsular rature is dere 
at these places at this season ef the year,ard satisfied that 
U.S.interests will net suffer : 
ment,Ihave appreved same, 
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UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, October 6th,1896. 


William W.Rockhill, | 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington : D a Cc. 


Sir: 


Referring to your instruction number 1903 of the 25th 


September,relative to the case of Charles Govin,the Americar 
supposed to have beer killed after he was taker prisoner, and 
my reply expressed in despatch number 103 of the 3rd instert,I 
now desire to add some additional testimony,to be considered 
and filed away in the case,given to me by George Brorsor Rea, 


My informant (has been within the insurgert lines for mary 
months as correspondert of the "New York Herald" and) is more or 
less familiar with the campaign,first in the province of Pinar 
del Rio and afterwards in those of Habara and Matanzas, 

Mr .Rea states that the body of Charles Govin was buried in 
the estate of "Pedroso", rear Correderos,which I thirk is be- 
tween Jaruco ard the coast, =« at the foot of a small hill rear 
a cane field , by Valencia some three days after the ficht. Va- 
lencia,it will be remembered,was the officer commanding the 
insurgents during the excharge of shots,as General Weyler cails 
it, between Valencia ard the Spanish General Ochoa on the 9th 
of July in the Havana province, 

Mr Rea further states that ea body of insurgerts was sert 
out about three days afterwards to find,if possible,some of 
‘their number who had become seattered in the combat ard while 
er route Dr.Armardo Guerre: 
redteent»euns aerege the body of Charles Govir badly mutilated 
and cut over the head and neck with machetes,partially covered 
with palm tr 


| "0, the Surgeon of the Jaruco rebel 


@ leaves and cane tops, 


oe ae eg ne 


2. 
As stated in my despatch No.160,of the 3rd instart, 

iT have requested Goverror General and Captain General WEYLER 
| to give the name of the officer who reported officially to 

. | him that GOVIN had been wounded and taker prisorer and —e 

3 : died from these wounds the next day at the place from which 
the offieér was making said official report ; that officer 

/ e having stated that GOVIN had died at the place from which 


he was then writing, but the name of the place as well as the 


mame of the officer making the report was rot giver. pee, 


the witnesses in this case seem, werertore, to be: /the X 


CE ee ee eis ed 


et 


acetate tetany 


ot eel 


ru 1 Sernanten haaniele. ake ons gonfihed ir the 


labafa" fortress ; Dr.Jorge Vega Lamar,who afterwards wrote 


a letter to his wife, which was captured and published ir / 
"El Inparciel” of Madrid; Valeneia,who comma nded the insur- - 


Pi 
oy 


ndo siandahland and perhaps others. ras 


pe 
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@. Line, however, the ineureourtable difficul- 


ties which sxist at the present time to prevert securing 
their testimony. 
I amy, Sir, very respectfully, 
‘Your obedient 
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HABANA, Ochobder,7th,1696. 


are ce ee et to ae oe te tom (cas oe ee ee 


Department of State. 
a ae ee 
Case of SAMUEL T.TOLON. 
Reply of General WEYLER respecting the intervertion of 
the Consul General in this case, ard communication of 
Consul General LEE to General WEYLER. 
Sh meee ene sae-en seem enenante everenen 


2 enclosures, 
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ee, Ms 
ern ¥ 
oe OP aly. 


Consulate General of the United States, 


- 


 flabana, October 7.1696. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
Siri 

With further reference to the case of Mr.Samuel T.Tolon, 
I have received from the Governor. and Captain General Jan 
anawer to my official commmications of tae 24th,and. 26th. 
Witimo,of which copy-translations were transmitted to the 
Department in my Despatth No.149, 

His Excellency rejects fron the start the theory that 
the state of war does not suspend the operation of the laws 
in eo far ap they appiy to ‘Aherichns. 

He dontinnes, by saying that atérding to sound prinoi- 
pals of international lev,diplometiic relations must be the 
most efficacious means of settling all ddffWrences arising 
from interpretation of lave and treaties,and Consuls are 
prohibited:from establishing any syoh kind of principles. 

He also cannot conceal his eurprise at the terns of the 
cablegram, which I stated had been sent me by my Government, 
but as the Delegate of Whe Spanish Minister of State, he re~ 
etricts himself solely to give account of said telegram to 
thé Ministry,which in ite intercourse with the Department 
ef State,is called upon to find a definite solution to this 
question. 

That. while maintaining that sy statement has no stand- 
ing,he will only observe that he cannot discuss such mat~ 
ters Whieh belong to the exclusive competency of the diplo- 
matic officers of both nations,and further,he sets forth 
the particular functions of a Consular officer. He assumes 
that I waderstand the limits of my own representation when 
I asked simply for Tolon’s release,and ‘also transmitted 
him a copy of the telegram referred to,without entering 
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inté ths Pegivw Gf political international reiations ve- 
tween the two nations} and states that he believes he has 
fulfiiled his auty,by giving secount of the affair to his 
Government, for inadmech as Consuls, ad the protestors of com- 
mercial interests aré called upon to watch over the indi- 
vidual interes$e of their merchant citisens,for this pur- 
pose they may ddress the local authorities; and he closes 
With the following underscored paragraph: - 
"But in whatever concerns the general execution 
"cf tredties Conshls should address themselves 
to *ta the Legation or to the Government of their 
Ss ign enantxy which are the only competent au- 
“Gurities in all relative to the political inter~ 
"national relations between the two States." 
I have answered the Governor General to the effect 
that While in ths future as in the past,I should confine 
myself as far as possibile to the ordinary functions of 
wy office,I should not hesitate,when necessary,to avail 
wyeelt of al] rights guaranteed to the German Consul under 
the treaty of 1670,a2 well as to the United States by Art. 
19 of the treaty of 1795,and take a position which has al- 
ready been suatained by ay Government in the Secretary of 
oes Letter te itr. Dupay Ge Lome,the Spanish Minister at 
bs bate: September 26.2805, in his Sennen tian to 
American iinister at Madrid of same dete,n0 ‘well as to ~ 
Mr.Dupuy @e tome of October 11.1696,pages 1209 to and in- 
~stlading page A804.Poreign Relationa of the United States, 
1895,Part @nd,end that the ground taken hae been assented 
to oe ean shewn in a telegram dated Madrid, October 
»frow American Minister Taylor, in which. he informs 
Olneyythe Seoretary of State of the United States, that 
Spanish'Uiniater of Yoreign Affairs hed said that: - 
_ “be-was disposed to grant at once to Consuls of 
the United States in Cuba all rights guaran- 
steed tocGerman Consul under the treaty of 1870* 
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To the Consul General of the United States 
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7 have duly received your official communications, 
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dated 24th and 26th ultimosrelative to the arrest, )("detercion)® 
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of the Americar citizen Mr. SAMUEL, t. TOLON, whose release 
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you requested and i granted on the 25th ultimo, ard whereas, 
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is maintained as one precluding discussion, that the state 
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of war does rot susperd the operation of the laws in so 


far as they concerz Americans ,1 have believed that from the 
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outset, I must reject this assertion. 
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Apart from the fact that on sourd principles of inter- 
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rational law, diplomatic relations mst be the most efficacious 
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of the interpretation of Laws and Treaties, it is clear that 
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such relations always’ give oecasion for discussion, everteuch 
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to, that you had received from your Government, but in my 
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according ‘to Royal Decree of ‘June 9th,2878, i must Limit myself 
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solelytopreportsitcinothe form/it has beer transmitted to me, 
toc that Ministry;which in its intercourse: with, that of Foreicr 
Relations ‘of: your: nationjis: thecore) called. upor to definitely 
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‘ning: to your, statementy!, must. hold. that bat 
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bServe: thate it’ is: not: comp 
of ideas, taking into account: that« such are of the exclusive 
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competency of the!'diplomatitorepresertatives of both friendly 
nations,for as you are welliaware,what properly affects the 
exterior relations of States is within the attributions of the 
Ministers of Foreign Relations as heads of the diplomatic per- 
sonnei of their respective countries or of their representatives 
who may be Ambassadors,ordinary or extraordinary,Ministers 
Plenipotentiaries,Ministers Residert,or Charge d'Affaires. 
The mission of Consuls,I understand to be other,they do 


not possess the real character of Represertatives of the State 
that appoirts them, although they may be called upon to pro- 
4 tect the private interests of the citizens of the country which 
4 appoints them, and to exercise towards them,withirn the limits 
a set deus by law,as by treaty,certain functions of administra- 
4 | tive and aiso of volurtary and litigious jurisdictional 
: character, 
In the presert cag you. well aware of the real character 
with which you are invested,have asked for an order of re- 
lease for Mr. TOLON,essuming his represertation,and ir the 


exercise of that contentious jurisdiction,but canrot reach, 


without overstepping the limits of your powers,to penetrate 


into that which already forms part of the interrational polit- 


ical relations between both nations. You mus t thus assuredly 


have comprehended the matter wher you Limit yourself to 
trarsmit me the cablegram of your Government; and in con- 
formity with this doctrine,I for my part,fulfill my duty 
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| ig God guard you mary years, 
HABANA, October 5th ne eee 
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addressed to my predecessor by General MARTINEZ C 
then Governor al and Captain General of this Island. 


The matter was duly referred by the U.S.Governmert. 
sh authorities at }psonmencing with the 
correspondence between the Secretary of State »Mr OLNEY, 

anc Sefor de TOME, ther as now,Sperish Minister at 

Washington,ard finally disposed of by the Spanish Minister 
of Foreign Affairs at Madrid granting,as shown by tel 
of the American Minister at Madrid to the U.8 tary of 
State at Washington,of October 21st, 1895, to sonsuls of 


the United States in Cuba all rights guarartesd to the Germar & 
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U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. iy 


HABANA, October 7th,1896. 
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Department of State. 
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Gase of JULIO SANGUILY. 
Transmitting copy of a communication addressed to the Governor 
General regarding certain privileges and comforts asked for 
him, and the answer refusing then, 
aneeneinne anatase 
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is. “UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, October 7th,1896. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
| Assistart Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.Cc, 

Sir: . 
ie As irgquiries may be ands at the Departmert by frierds of 
Mr.Julio Sanguily as to the presert status of his case,in view 
of the recently reported favorable decision in the appeal 
(casacion) of his case, carried to Madrid,I have the horor to 
transmit herewith,for the information 0 the Department,copy 74 
of a letter writter by me to the Goverror ard Captair Gereral, 
askirg that certain comforts ard privileges be accorded him 
during his cortirued corfinemert; ard a copy of His ogame 
reply refusing to make Sarguily any further concessions. 
<A The Goverror ard Captain fails to note the point I attemt- 
ed to make respecting certain privileges to be grarted this 


prisoner,which I asked in consequence of his mary old wounds, 


g 
some Of them active to-day,arcd his impaired health resulting 


from his confiremert, which requires his removal to a hospital , 


or the presence of some person with him,particularly at night. 

I saree with dcoire, Waller that all prisoners should be 
treated exactly alike, but this should not prevert exceptions 
being made specially in a case such as that of Sarguily,ramely, 
that of am unusually long corfirnement with no decision err 


and bad health. p 


2 Enclosures: 
Mr.Lee to the Governor Gereral,October 5th,1896. 
The Governor Gereral to Mr.Lee,October 6th,1896. 
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Previous to the reception of the Letter nere- 
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Aina , 
SF ey eeye Ft LF Sek ee 


with enclosed my attention had been called to case 
of the American citizen Julio Sanguily,who has now been 
confined in a cell in the fortress "Cabafia* for 19 months. 
I have been informed that an appeal taken on 
the ground of some informality in the trial of the case 
had been successful,and that the case will have to be re- 
tried,at least from the point where a plea of ‘this nature 
was sustained, 
Knowing well that the case has passed beyond your 
jurisdiction,I only refer to the subject because if the 
second trial takes as long as the first he may remain a 


prisoner for the next 19 months, Therefore,he has some 


slaim to have his condition ameliorated to some extent 
because through no fault ¢f hie, but from the action of 
the Court which tried him he has been and will be subject 
to a very long confinement,and Sanguily's health has suf- 
fered so much from his long confinement that his physical 
condition is not good,and that he requires attention. 

The permission given to his wife and son to visit 
him each day,and to his son to sleep in the cell with him 
has been recalled,and that at this time his wife can only 
see him on visitor's day and that his son has been told that 
if he wants to sleep with his father he will have to stay 
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the Consul General of the United States, 


&, 


your communica- 


CANS 


vor of the political prisoner Mr Julio Sanguily,in view 
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of the same category as others confined in. 
fortress,;has deen the object: on the part of the: 


% 


Government of concessions not anted to them and has been 
allowed unusual privileges to the axtrome of having his 
son constantly with him. : 

It is not therefore possibie,without incurring contro- 
versies always irritating to make him any further conces- 
sions,because to grant them,similar ones should justly and 

ted to other priseners of his class. 


God guard you many years. 
Habana, 6th.October, 1696. 
(Signed)Valeriano Weyler. 


. 
: 


aa pe acayeremeenrere 


LY) 
U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 2" ° 


HABANA, October TtnpBoge” * 


Department of State. 
Respecting passage of F.DUARTE to the U.S. 


Recommends U.S.Consul at S.de Cuba to obtain him same. 
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No.165. UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, October 7th,1696. 
Honorable William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C., 


\ 
Ds 


f 


With respect to the Departmert's instruction rumber 104 


of Sept.26th,expressirg its willineress to pay the expense of 


passage of Mr.P.Duarte to the United States,if obtained at 


reduced Seis. and to arrange accordingly for his paeuve; beg 
to inform the Department that I have comnuricated the substance 
of sabe instruction to our Consul at Sartiago de Cuba,recom- 
mending that he obtain Duarte a passage from that port,es more 


converient and less expensive than to have him endeavor to come 


to Havana for that purpose. 
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Department of State. 
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Case of "TERESA"estate, near Manzanillo. 
Transmitting copy of a commuricatior addressed to the 
-Goverror General. 

insane asinine aio con stron 
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UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, October hi 11896. 
Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistart Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


Sir: 


With respect to the case of the "Seresa"estate near Mar-~ 


zanillo,I trarsmit for the information of the Department, copy 


of a communication I addressed to the Governor Gereral or the 


ord instant. 


l Enclosure: 


Mr.ee to the Goverror General,October 3Srd,1696. 
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Habana, Ootoner 35,1896. 
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To His Excellency, a 
The Governor Seotaia General, OF the Island of Cuba, 
etc. ete, eS ete, 
‘Bxcellency:- ce a 

I am directed in a aianabeh from the Department 
of State at Washington to call your attention to the with- 
drawal of the protection of your troops from the "Teresa" 
sugar estate,owned by citizens of the United States, and 
situated near Manzanillo. I am instructed to say that a 
report has been rendered to the Government at Washington by 
the Vice Consul at Santiago de Cuba stating that six estates 
surrounding the "Teresa" estate and similarly situated are 
still protected while protection is denied to the manager 
of the "Teresa", 

It is claimed that no reason exists for this dis- 
crimination,and that if General Bosch in command in that 
section is correctly quoted,no military necessity is in+- 
volved but a purpose to “chastise*® the United States in the 
person of its citizens by exposing their property to the 
destruction, | 

My Government does not believe that this pirpose 
animates the superior authority of Y.B.under whose orders 
General Bosch professes to act. 

I have to ask, therefore, that no diatinetion be 
made détween this and estates similarly situated,and that 

the withdrawn protection be restored and that Mr.Rigney, 

the manager of the estate,be granted free access to and 

from by water, I am informed General Bosch had prohibited 

@ small coasting steamer from stopping at the "Teresa" estate 
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I take thie opportunity ete. 
etc, etc, 


Signed) Fitzhugh Led, 
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HABANA, October 7th,1696. 
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: Department of State. 


Transmitting copies of co ondence with the 


Governor General relative to the arrest of ANTONIO SUAREZ 


del VILLAR at Cienfuegos. 
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No .d67. 
UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 7th, 1896. 


Honorable William W.Roekhill, 
Asetatent Socreters of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir? 
With respect to the Department's instruction number 99 
of Sept.22nd,and enclosures, from the Vice Consul at Cienfuegos, 
relative to the arrest of Antonio Suarez del Villar,a citizen 


of the United States,I transmit herewith for the information 


of the Departmert,a copy of a communication I addressed to the 


Goverror ard Captain Gereral on the 3rd irstart,ard his arsver 


I ami, Sir,yo ut 


. v4 7 “ . , ee, ae 


Cons is reral. : : 


. Enclosure: 


Mr .Lee to the governor Gereral,Oct.3rd,1896. 
The Goverror General to Mr.lee, October 5th,1896. 
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Enclosure No. / 
With Denpateh Wo. 7 O ee 
Habana, October a} ,1896, 
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Copy translation. a 


» Consulate General of the United States, 


To His Excellency, 


The Governor Captain General ‘of the Island of Cuba, 


etc. etc, etc. 
Excellency:- 

I have the honor to call your attention to the 

arrest of Mr.Antonio Suarez del Villar,a citizen of the 
United States,at Cienfuegos, 

, Mr.Casanova,the Vice Consul at that place,ad~ 
“@receed a communication on the 10th. of September to the 
General in Chief of the 2nd.Army Corps asking that this 
citizen be given all rights he is entitled to under the 
‘protocol. of the 12th.of January 1877 between — _ 
the United States. | , 

To this General Pin — ‘by referring him to 
Y.E.as the superior authority because as he said he mae 
no jurisdiction in the matter. 

This citizen was at the date of the report of 
the Vice Consul,namely,September 12th.,still “incomunicado" 
in which condition he has been kept up to said date,seven 
days. This is contrary to éxisting laws and treaties 
unless in the position you have assumed that a state of 
war or siege suspends them, 

My Secemmaent tonbete that your position in this 
matter cannot be maintained; that the question has already 
been settled by precedents and that ‘no State of war or 
proclamation of mattial law can deprive American citizens 
of the rights now possessed in pecerdanes with treaty 


stipulations. 
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) @tesrad, OPE Letes” 
(Signed) Fitzhugh Lee. 


, - , 
¥ . + is ‘ 
i . bs Ys 


tee 


Consul G 


) te ae 


With Despatch te /O7— 
HABANA, Octeber 7.1696. sani 
ARMY ef the ISLAND ef CUBA, 
Captaincy General,Office of the Staff. 


Te the Censul General ef the United States, 
Present. 
Sirt- 


As soon a8 I was notified that Mr.Antonie Suarez del 


Villar,ef Cienfueges,and arrested accerding te my inferma- 
tien,fer just cause, alleged his citizenship ef the United 
States ef America, erdered the tranemission te this City 
ef the proceedings instituted in erder that in view thereof 
and subsequent te the preper steps,as previded by eur laws, 
I may reselive accordingly} which preceedings cannet pessi¢ 
bly be waived,te the end that the clauses ef the pretecel 
ef the 12th.ef January,1677,may be applied te these entit- 
led te same,and that the reselutions adepted in consequence 
sheuld have due legal ferce. 

I have the hener te inferm yeu as abeve as an answer, 
in part,te yeur communication ef the 2nd.instant. 

Ged guard yeu many years. 

Habana, sth,Octeber, 1896. 
(Signed) Valeriane Weyler. 
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U.S,CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 9th,1896. 
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partment of State. 


Case Of MANUEL FERNANDEZ CHAQUIEIA. 
Will be tried by court-martial, 


3 enclosures. 


ee 
No.168, : 
HABANA, October 9th,1896. “— 


ae 


Honorable William W,Rockhill, 
Assistant secretary of State, 
8 1 ngton,D.¢. 


Sirt 
I have the honor to transmit herewith a comminication 

from General Weyler. You will note thet: Mr,Manuel Fernandez 
Chaqueilo is to be tried by court martial. This young American 
citizen landed @n the coast of the Island not far east of 
Havana,and with charles Govin and others joined the insurgent 
troops a day or two thereafter, and wees engeged in the combat 
between the Spanish General Ochoa,which took place on the 9th 
of July im the Havana provinee,between Jaruco and the coast. 

It will be remembered that he is the person whuw testified 
more than once to the representative of this Consulate, that he. 
was tied to Charles Govingthe manner of whose death is now 4 
matter of contention between General Weyler and myself) pon the 
afternoon of the day of the combat and slept.in that position 
with Govin the night of the fight in the open air near San Ma- 
tias, rote, 

Thie statement if correct,and I have every reason to be- 
lieve it ip, bory advanced by the spanish au- 
thorities that Charles Govin Yas wounded and faken prisoner in 
the encountér before mentioned and that he died next day of his 

If Verhandesx Chaqueilo is court martialed and shot it will 
be perceived that a moat important witness in the Govin con- 
treversy is silenced, 

I do not understand the object of trying a captured prisoner 


futes the thex 


a. : 
_ Of war when there 1s no denial on the part of said prisoner 
that he was an instrgent or that he was fighting at the time 
of capture*vith arms in his hands", 
I have been informed that the prisoners who are BO often 
shot at the "Cabana", under sentence of court martial, generally 
have in addition te the charge of bearing arms and duly < 
captured with same,the additional accusation brought against 
them-of being incendiaries,a crime for which they can be shot 
under Spanien lew, I send you a ‘notice cut from "Ia imcha" 
of an execution of this kind which takes place to-morrow morn- 
ing. 


I have, therefore, asked General Weyler to let me know if 
there is any other charge against this American citizen than 
his participation and capture, in a fight with Spanish troops. 

I shall demand that prisoners ot war be treated in accord- 
ance with the custom of civilized nations,namely: held in con- 
finement, paroled or exchanged, Were it otherwise it would 
be better to raise the “black flag" and shoot all prisoners 
as fast as they are captured, 
I am,Sir,your: obedie 


mang State 
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3 Enclosures? 
— Generel to Mr.Lee,0ct.7, 
ise to Capt in General,Oct.8. 


gis: ihe than Rew » ii get Br WPS m2 ee aah 


GAB a x. ae Ootober gt , 1896, 


Translation. 
ARMY of the ISLAND of CUBA, 
CAPTAINCY GENERAL.-~ Office of the Chief 


Sir:- i ’eve the bores 
‘After hearing ‘the opinior of the Attorney Gereral, 
("‘Miristerio Fiscal") ard-dan conformity with my “Auditor °°” 
e my ‘authority 
ance. of the proteediregs of ordir- 
ary jurisdietion,in the cause inst ituted against’ the citizer 
of. the United” States, Mr.MANUEL FERNANDEZ CHAQUEILO, for 


having been captured with arms ir his hand, during a combat 


of the forces of the Spanish Army with’ the irsurcerts. 
Which I have the honor to inform you for your. kroweige. 
God guard you mary years, 
HABANA, October 7th, 1896. 
(Sigred) VAULERIANO WEYLER. 
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To Hie 
The Povernor Captain General of the Island of Cuba, 
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Zo-night a death watch will be sét on the prisoner 


be 


Casimiro Piedrahita,who will be shot to-morrow at “La Cabana" 
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Case of JULIO SANGUILY,. 


Suggesting that a request be made to Madrid for the amelior- 


ation of his cordition during his continued corfinement 


waitire for a new trial, 


see eee ent ee ne (me ee ee oe ee 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HAB AN A , October 9th, 1896, 


William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. D. C. 

Sir: 

Referring to my despatch No.164,0ctober 7th,in the 
case of JULIO SANGUILY,I respectfully request to know if the 

| subject of his confinemert could rot be brought to the atten- 

tion of the Goverrmment at Madrid,with the request that the 
euthorities here be instructed to have his corfirement made 
more endurable, It seems to me that this should be done, 
first,on the ground of his ill health; secord,that as a po- 
litical prisoner he has beer Breag@y: imprisored over 19 months, 
and that the Supreme Court at Madrid has remitted his case 
for retrial,I am informed, on the grourd that mare wae a 


lack of proof to warrant his conviction. : 


If it 18 proposed,therefore, to punish him still further 
because as the Supreme Court said,the court of original juris- 
diction did not have the proof to convict,it seems that it 
would be ar act of justice to ameliorate his condition,at 
least to some extent,while waiting for a new trial, 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, 


Your obediert servant 
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U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October DERLI996,; 
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Protest of Mr.LOUIS WERTHEIMER, 


Forwarding copy of his affidavit to be filed therewith. 


2 enclosures, 
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U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 9th,1896. 


Hon? William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washingtor. De C. 


Sirte 


With reference to my despatch No.57,July 1LSth, forwarding 
a protest of eng WERTHEIMER, respecting the prohibition 
Of this Government to the shipmert of certair of his tobacco, 
I herewith trarsmit copies of a letter covering his affidavit 
to supply certain information lackirg in said protest,ard a 
copy of said affidavit to"D@ filed with his protest. 


I am, Sir, 


Very respectful ro ogxget ; Fort, 
“ty Oe, 


Py f “Yi, a ©, ey 
() ee General. 


Enclosures. 
1. Mr.Wertheimer to Mr,Lee,Sept:28th,1896. 
2. Copy of his affidavit referred to. 
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Sirt= 
Aoknewledging the receipt ef yeur faver ef the 23rd. 
inst.., enclose an affidavit made by me here to mh te the: 


»-e 


information desired by the Dep?.ef State,and you can use 
same if -it covers the peint: “As a matter ef fact my pre- 
test ‘before you onthe I7th.er guly plainly develeps the oi 
essential facts: that wy tedacee » Was purchased befere the 
. ier eaict*,and any further Gate while they make the 

cade even clearer are probably net essential. Heweve r,; the 
affidavit enclosed ives all the information as set ferth 
in these: Spanish affidavits, and I trust that yeu will be 
able te wbtain the’ veliet asked fer. 


7 bee * th 


“ey Seo months and be week have elapsed since the protest, 


ry 


and being in the right,as T an,! sheuld like some more 
favorable news. 


¢ }Leuis Wertheimer. 
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Enclosure No.2 
With Despatch No. 170. 
HABANA, October 9th,1896. : 
The affidavit accompanying the petition fer permission 


to oe the. 287 bales,is a sworn statement showing that on 


ays hers peat forth, the following quantities ef leaf 


tebacce 0 wore beught by Leuis Vortheimer, the affidavit is 
made by Louis Vortheimer and ie alse svern te by José B. 
Herrera whe was present at ‘each and every one. of these 
transactions and whe svears te the knowledge of these pure 
chases by reason of having in persen witnessed all of them, 
te wits. 
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The affidavit accompany ing the petition fer permission 
te ship the 70 bales is identical in form as that used fer 
the 237 bales; made by the same Touts Vertheiner and José 
B. Herrera and the quantities of ‘eebacee therein set ferth 
with name of seller, date of purchase and quantity beught, 
are os. fellows: - 


red oe = sania ynietc eis: eiinttge! 5 -aneginn: nein tbietinmimaiattiaaermamtnet ns. tna shasta uct tice eta eathat at 
Month Day | year Of whom bought * | WNeumber ef bundles 
of tebacce aouget 
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15 96| Rufine de la Torre: 
Antenie Perez 


P 


as ‘Key. Vest Ploriaa, 
September 2etn.1896. 
“Loute Wertheimer being duly sworn, deposes and says, 


that. the foregoing statement of tobacco: purchased by him, 

is the same as is dotatied in the two affidavits made by 

: him’ in- the Spanish language ‘before Don Antonio de Porto y 
Castro,Notary public of gan Antonio de los. pelios, whieh said 

affidavits were filed on June 30.1696 with the Spanish au- 

a thorities accompanied by two petitions requesting permission 
to. export the tobacco, The litgral translation of the said 
petitions is as followst - oe oe 

"ur. Louis Wertheimer, American citizen, residing 

"in the Hotel Inglaterra, says to your Excellency with due. 

“peppéct!- That he has assorted (packed) the bundles of to- 

“Meacco which the affidavit herewith sets forth and that same 

av yielded two hundred and thirty seven bales of said leaf 

ao ewhich he desires to. export: and for which he comes to Your 

"Excellency that you order the custom house of this port to 

"take charge and give course to the necessary papers for said 

J "nimber of bales. It 4s Justice Which he does not doubt achiev 

‘ing at your hands etc. etc. eto, * 

a: sm ‘Babana, June 30.1896. 
To. ‘His Ex, The captain aid Governor General. 
the = steled! filed with the other affidavit is identi- 
cal with the foregoing, except that seventy bales is the 
quantity set forth. ‘(9e0) LOUIS WERTHEIMER 


a Sworn to and subscribed before. me at Key ere 
‘oe this A BBth.day of September,A.D.1806. 
SBP ee: (sap) RAMON: ALVAREZ 
ae Notery. Public. 
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Department of State, 


Case of the "Teresa" estate, némr Manzanillo. 
& a § et re 


2 aeélosures. 


ives 


- Gonsulate General of the United States, 
Habana,October 10.1896. 


Honorable William W, Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
') ‘ Sir:- 

With further reference to the case of the estate 
*Teresa", rear Manzanillo, belonging to the Americar citizen, 
Mr . Joseph Rigney,I have tae horor to transmit herewith copy- 
translations of comaunications received from the Gereral 


Government; ir the first one the Captain General stating ir 


effect to the Governor General that Mr.Rigney was row or 
Said estate; and with regard to the constructior of forts 
and forces to garrison them,he must apply to the Gereral 
. COmmanding at Manzanillo. 


The second communication,signed by the Goverror 
General,ir reply to mine of the 2rd.instant, - of which I 
_ transmitted the Department a copy with my No.166 - refers 


to protection afforded estate as depending upor tke neces- 
sities or the Campaign; and the reasons for refusing to al- 
Low Mr -Rigney to charter a steamer. to Land him at @ poirt 


not authorized for vessels zor garrisoned by aray forces} : 


that he made his way to his estate by Campechuela; that there 


existed no prejudice against American citizers,and the 


statement attributed to General Bosch was inexact; and that 
Mr ,Rigney had beer furrished,as an exception, with a salvo 
conducto on August *¥ th.,good for two morthks; all a repeti- 
‘tion of previously fur oir 
I have sert copies to > Me «Ri grey through our Consul 


at Santiago de Cuba, for nis. tnforme 
ee ~ ae 


I am, Sir: i 
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ARMY of the ISLAND of CUBA, 
seve else *s ‘ero Maptaincy Gereral,Office of the: Staff. 
as it wilhe: protection giver: by; the, forces: of: the, Army to: pri-~ » 
| py wate: pro 


erty, @ pends: om; the necessities: of the campaign,at- 
» tending to. the ger ral plan. of. operations,which under my di- 
 oreetion are being aided by: the: military Authorities, stimu- 

oated: by; the; instructions! they. receive to: that: effect. In 

..wiew: thereofyforces exe: accidentally destined to plantations, 
which in case\of need: are withdrawn;for the purpose of at- 
tending to the principal object:of completely*domirating the 


insurrection as soon as possible, 


Such must have beer the case with the "Central Teresa", 


the owner of which ,Mr.Joseph Rigrey,was authorized to go to 


his estate via Campechuela or San Ramor,and not by Ceiba Hueca 


as he desired, because the clearance of vessels for ports of 
“i . 
the coast not conveniently authorized nor garrisoned by forces 


of the Army,was -prokibited; for which reason,the permit to 
charter a steamer and to land at the place Mr.Rigney sug- 
gested must have been denied by the General Commandant at 
Manzanillo. 
On the other hand ,the authoriftzation granted to Mr. 


Rigney does rot constitute a prohibition for him to go to 


his estate,that in your communication of the 2nd instant you 
have been informed,imasmuch as the said gertleman made his 
trip by way of Campechuela,according to informatiorn,and at 


his own request. 


Enclesure We. > 
With Despatgh Ne. / 3 

With respect to the statement attributed to General 
Habana, Ooteber /¢ 1696 


Bowens te is not correctjas I told you verbally,and I now assure 
ep 


brmmelat ,en . 
st there cannot be and there is no prejudice 
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| | against American oo nee who are considered the same as those 
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I have also to inform you and I thought you knew it, that 
‘who ¢ameé to -thidé Captaincy General accomparied 
de ‘nt was 48fd,by a celerhocot rot that ‘Consulateywas ‘Turnished on 
the °letw Avgust lastjaltwowgk it is not usually done and was 

an exc aygwith-a Safe conduct jfa0d ofortwo months, to goji»+ 
and ‘residé at thé "Central ‘Terésa® vir (the jurisdiction of: 
‘LEOF ADOT ‘which .foinTorm bydu “1h ranswér to «your ;com- 
munication “6? “CNS Bhd "inétakt) Ssorioan citizen, r. Josep) 
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Enclesure Ne. >? 
With Despatch Ne./7/ 
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Habana, Octeber /@ ,1896. 
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Cepy translation, 
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0 GENERAL GOVERNMENT of the ISLAND of CUBA, 
OFFICE of the)-SECRETARY @ENERAL. 


6s Excellency the Captain General in a -communication 


dated the 27th. of September reports to His Excellency the 


Governor General as follows:- 

"Excellency: ~ Having read the communication which under 
"date of the 16th.instant the Gonenl General of the United 
States addressed to ¥.E.ead Which Y.B. transmits to ue on 
"the same date, relative ‘to the ‘American citizen, Mr.Joseph 
"Rigney, vy updo sl of the ‘Central wareen’ lead Ceiba Eset, 
"to whom 1 issued a safe conduet good fer two months ‘te go 
"to aid estates 1 have ‘the honer ‘o ‘iafers ‘Y.E, ‘that it ap- 
"Dears ‘trom "ha antecedents ot this matter, that Mr ,Rigney 
"is already-in the said estate,to which he went by way of 
"Campechuela;, and with respect to the construction of fort- 
"resses which he wishes te build ‘en his ewn account at Ceiba 
“Hueca and ferces which are te garrisen them,Mr.Rigney sheuld 
"apply te the Commundant General ef Manzanille,the preper 
"autherity te attend te the distributien ef the ferces and 
"defense ef the territory under his command,in harmeny with 
"the instructions and general plan of the campaign operations", 

By erder ef His Excellency I transmit you the abeve 
fer your information and in answer te your courteous note 
ef the 16th.September. 

ss @ed@ guard you many years. 
Habana, Octeber 7.1896. 
(Signed)Marques de Palmerola 


Te the Censul General of the United States, 
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o> HABAN A,October 10.1896. 


to the 


Department of State, 


Pines or steamers New York $ Cuba Mail 8.8.Co. 


fransmits a communication from the General Governmert to the 
effect that proceedings to collect the fines would be sus- 


pended, pending diplomatic negotiations. 


: eae 
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Consulate General af the United States, 
Habana, October 10.1896. 

Honorable William W, Rockhil2, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 


Sir? - 


Referring to my despatch No.109,of September 2nd. 
nt*s instructions No.62,of the 10th.September 
relative to obtaining the condonation of certain fines in- 
posed upon several of the steamers belonging to the "New 
York and Cuba Steamship Co.",I have the honor to transmit 

| —— of a communication received from 


ings instituted for the each of said fines, had 
been ordered until the resolution of the diplomatic negoti- 
ations, “provided the fines in question be duly guarantedd 
to the satisfaction of the Collector of Customs*, : 

tT have also sent Mesers.James E.Ward & Co., the 
New York agents of said Company, a copy of said communication 
for their information. 
I am,Sir, 


de Palmerola to ir.Lee, October 6.1696. 


Ld 
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With Despatoh fe, / ) co 
Habana, Octeber /0 51896. 
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ey 
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owen, OVEN efithe ‘TSLAND ef OUBA, 
“orrice or the Bectetary General. 


His Excellency, the Intendant General ef Finance,in a 
communication dated the 25th. Septeuber Last,reperts to His 
Excellency the Geverner General as fellews: - 


"Excellency:- In view of ¥.B.'s courteous commun i~ 
"cation of the 7th, instant ‘transmitting t@ me another ene 
from the. U.8. Consul General ,requesting the suspensien of 
"the attachment proceedings. initiated for the collection of 
nthe fines impesed on the masters ef the Ward Line ef Ameri- 
"oan steamers of New York, of which Messrs .Hidaige & Ce/ are 
"agents. in this eity pending diplomatic negotiations at Madrid 
"te ebtain the eqndonation ef seid fines; z have the hener 
"te inferm Y.E. in compliance with the diractiens expressed 
"in your said communication, that ander this.date and alse in 
"consequence of the petition: ef said firm dated the lst.in- 
“stant, relative. te. the matter; the. ‘austen heuse ef this pert 
"in ordered in view of superior reselutiens dictated in pre- 
“vieusyexpedisntes; of the parties sencerned fer the purpese 
“ef suspending the praceedings initiated fer the collection 
"of penalties like the present, that the suspension be adopted 
“in this case until the resolution of the diplomatic nege- 
"tiation 5 provided the fines in questien he duly guarantedd 
"to the satisfaction ef the Geliacter ef Customs”. 

By order af Y.B.I conmunigate te you the abeve in an- 
ever te yeur nete of the Ath.et September relative te this case 
Ged guard ¥.E.many years. 
ee ep jaba ‘st signed). Pid oats palmerets. 
Te the Coneud General of the: ‘United Btates. 
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HABAWN A,October 10.1896, 
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Receipt of telegram of Oct.9¥th.,and forwarding report ir reply 
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<M eR we ee re, 
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to No.95 respecting Messrs.Perlmar and Compary's tobacco. 
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Consulate General of the United States, 
Hapana,October 10.1896. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 
I have the horor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your telegram dated 9th,instarnt,reading:~- 
"Send at earliest date reply to my rirety five.Rockhill". 

The said instructior No.95,is relative td the pro- 
hibition of the Spanish authorities,urder General Weyler's 
decree of the 16th.May last,to allow the shipment to the Urited 
states of certain tobacco belongirg to Messrs. Joseph Perlman 
and Co,,0f Baltimore,ard I am instructed to report in this 
caseyphould the authorities continue to refuse to release 
the goods in question. 

In reply I have to state tkat this subject has 
giver me considerable thought,but taking into account tke 
Similar cases that have arisen since that of Messrs.Perlman 
amd Co,,and the repeated refusal of the Government in each 
application to corsernt to the shipment of tobacco,owned by 
Americans,which has giver rise to several protests made be- 
tore. ~/ of which copies have beer forwarded to the Department, - 
I have considered it useless to make & special request for 
the shipment of Messrs .Perlmar and Co.'s tobacco,assured be- 
forehand of a refusal. 

I am depending for a settlement of this difficulty 
upon the assurance of the Departmert's telegram to Mr.Williams 
of the 26th.oF May last,and the efforts of our Legation at 
Madrid,as stated in your iestructior No.106 of the 28th.ult. 

I shall do ali I can to promote and protect the 
interests of Americans in this section by giving all aid in 
my power,whern called upon to advance ever their private busi- 


ness matters,but I have beer creditably informed that a good 
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| Ze 
deal of the tobacco here whose immediate export is so per- 


sistently urged by American citizens,is not their property, 
but that some of them are temporary owners for the purpose 
solely to effect the exportatiorn,or are employed at high 
compensation to secure the object in view by reinforcing 


their demands with the powerful influence of the United States 
Govermment., 


I am,Sir, 


ue 


Your obed t¥ ak 


f/ (A lif 


retary of State. 
OCT 13 1996 
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U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 14th,1896. 


= ome re oe we ee Cl © 


Departmert of State. 
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Prokibitior to ship tobacco. 


Informed that tobacco alleged by Messrs JOSEPH PERLMAN 
$ Co, to be theirs,does rot belong to them. 

Receipt of Departmert's telegram. Have asked Goverror 
General that shipmert of tobacco belorging to Americar citizens 


be allowed, 


ore erclosure. | 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 14.1896. 


Honorable William W.Reckhili, Ky 
Assistant Secretary of State, suits 
Washington. 16} en /4¢ 


Sirt- 


With reference to the Department's instructions No. 

47 of August 1st.,Ne.95 of September 17th.and telegram dat- 
ed October oth. all, rae prohibition of this Government 
te the shipment of certain tebacce alleged te be owned by 
Messrs.Jeseph Perlman & 0e.,ef Baltimere,and to the report 
on the subject forwarded in my Ne.173 ef the 10th. instant, 
as well as te your cipher telegram,dated October 10th. ,and 
received that same evening; which reads: - 


"She Department having cabled instructions te our 
— el nner Fhe hes urge : cere ge for allow- 
ng pmen ebacco Cuba,Mr.Taylor 

"repiics teday as Sollows:~ Minister for Poreign Affairs 


Seskintung Sigestey “ail"aise votarent Soe 
mt non-interference in all cases where it is clear 
“that contract was made before decree. 

I have now the honor te state with reference thereto, that 
my seeming inaction in régard te the matter,depended upen 
the fact that I was waiting te learn the decision ef the 
Government in similar cases,and te recéive further instructions 
from the Department respecting the cases reported as well as 
concerning tebacce bélonging to other parties,for I have been 
informed, that the tedacee in special question did not belong 
te Messrs . Perlman & Co. Since writing my Fo.173,I have again 
been told by persoms who are said te be reliable and worthy 
ef credit, that Mr. seprsarmeaat Spanish subject,is the owner 

& Co.claim to own,but who 


are eupleyed,as estisens of the United States, solely to urge 
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2. 
behalf,to effect the release of the tobacco from the Spanish 
authorities. 

In conformity with your cipher telegram,I have addressed 
a communication to the Governor General stating if® substance 
and requested that shipments be allowed of the tebacco owned 
by American citizens,when clear that the contracts of pur- 
chase were made previous to the decree of May 16th.,and I have 
understood that such includes the eebacee daldteine te Messrs. 
P .Bauriedel & Co.,Bruno Diaz,E.H.Gato,Louis Wertheimer,Messrs. 
Bridat Mont Res & Co.as agents of the American firm of Messrs. 
Seidenberg & Ceo.,and others. 


I am,Sir,very respectfully, 


rere at 


Si 


Enclosure: - 
1. Comeul General Lee te the Governor General,Oct:12.1696. 
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U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, October 12,1896. 


fo His Excéllercy, 
The Governor Captair Gereral of the Island of Cuba. 


etc, etc, 
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A dispatch from the State Departmert at Waskirgtor, 
informs me that the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spair 
has teleprapked to Y.EB.urgirg rorsiréerfererce ir the ship- 
ment of all tobacco, owned py. Americar 08S eene, wher: oe As g 


i 


giear that the contract for the said, tobacco was made pre- 
vious to your decree of the 16th May lest. 
I understand that includes Messrs FEDERICO BAURIEDEL 
$ CO, BRUNO DIAZ, E.H.GATO, TOUIS WERTHEIMER, BRIDAT MONT® 
ROS § CO,agerts of the Americar firm of Messrs SEIDENBERG xCO, 
ard others; and I therefore hope that the tobacco of the 

ged tionss rnamed,ard that of other” persors. waose cortracts 
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have beer made as irdicated ir the dispatch from Spair, 
be allowed to be shipped without further restrictiors or 


pes 


objections. 
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of the gertlemar I have ramed, certairly that of Messrs 


Ge ae | Ss A aie ah 


FEDERICO BAURIEDEL & CO,is on file at the Irterdarcy Gereral 
of Firarnce,ard I respectfully wequest that it be duly ex- 
amined. 


I am, etc, etc, 
(Sigred) FITZHUGH EEE. 
Corsul Gereral. 
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Case of MANUEL FERNANDEZ CHAQUIEIO. 


Captain Gereral carrot give information respectirg 
date of his trial,ror charges agairst him further thar rebel- 


lion with arms in hard. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, October 14th,1896. 


Hor: William W.Rockkill, | 
Assistart Secretary of State, 
Washirgtor. D. C. 


With reference to my dispatch No.168,of 9th irstart, 
relative to the rote of Captain Gereral WEYLER,tkat MANUEL 
VERNANDEZ CHAQUIELO is to be subjected to the military ju- 
risdiction,and to my request of the Captair Gereral to be 
advised if there is ary otker charge against this Americar 
citizer thar his participation and capture ir a fight witk 
Spanish troops, I have row to trarsmit a copy-trarslatior 
of General WEYLER'S arswer, to the effect that he carrot 
state the date of FERNANDEZ' trial,ror the charges agairst 
him,furtker thar that of rebellior witk arms ir hard, as 
the proceedirgs are ir the stage of Sumario,or irdictmert, - 
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during which a strict reserve is kept, and wher the case 
reaches the stage of plerario,or completed for presertatior 
for trial, the accused will be irformed of the charges a- 
gairst him. 
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Captain General WEYLER to M r.LEE, October 10th,1896. 
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Army of the Island of Cuba. Captaincy general. 
Office of the Staff. 


To the Consul general of the United States, 


“Present. 
Sirt 
In answer to your note of the 8th instant relative to the 


citizen of the United States wr. mel Fernandez Chaqueilo,I © 


nave to inform you that it is not possible for me to state the 
date of his trial as that depends on the proceedings which are 
beige dastituted in drdinary trial (juicio ordinario),neither 
am I able to Gomminicate ‘to you the charges against him besides 
that of rebellion captured with arms in his hands,because the 


case is undergoing the process of being summed up (sumario), 


and as during this ‘Period a strict reserve is kept with ge- 


gard to the case it is not possible to Bpecify the charges. 
As soon as the case passes said period and is ready 
for presentation (plenario),during which time the proceedings 
are public,the accused may inform himself of the charges ap- 
pearing against him. 
| God guard you many years. 
Habana,October 10,1896. 
(Signed) Valeriano Weyler. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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HABANA, October 14tk,1896. 


Departmert of State. 


Case of ADOLFO TORRES,ar Americar citizen arrested 
at Sagua la Grande or the Sth irstart. Consul BARKER states 
he was referred by authorities to apply to Captair Gereral 
through this corsulate gereral. 


Have demarded the usual rights and privileges for him. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 14th,1896. 


Hor:- William W.Rockhkill, 
Assistart Secretary of State, 
Washington. D. ¢. 


Sir:+ ' 
I Rave the honor to advise the followirg cypher telegram 
to the Departmert, which I row corfirm:- 


ad Habane,October 12,1896. 

" Assistant Secretary of State. 

*ADOLPHUS TORRES, Americar citizer arrested 4th irst: 
"Sagua la Grande,charges as yet urkrowr. Demarded that 
"he is placed in custody court of justice,ard that his 
"rights und er the treaty,which ro process of martial 
“law susperds,be respected. LEE, 


I was informed of this case by a letter from our corsul 


at Seana, who also reports upor the subject in his No.145 to 


the Department of State. M’r.BARKER states, that ir reply to 
his communication to the Military Commardart at Sagua,irquir- 
ing the charges agairst TORRES,ard demardirg all the rights 
ard privileges to which he is ertitled as ar Americar citizer, 
he was informed that he mist address the Captair Gereral 
through this office, and the interview he asked to have 

with the prisorer was also refused him. 


I have consequertly sert a commurication to the Goverror 
and Captain Gereral askirg to be informed of the charges 
\egaiest TORRES, ard I protested agairst the period of incom- 
munication havirg beer exterded beyord 72 hours,as prescribed 
by Art!506 of the Code of Criminal Procedure rulirg in Cuba 
ard Porto Rico. I also reminded H.E. that the questior agair 
comes up whether a state of war susperds such laws ir their 
apPlicatior to Americar citizers,ard I cited to him ar ex- 
tract from Acting Secretary of State UHL'S telegram or the 


2 
the FRANCISCO CARRII:LO case,to be found or pages 1220-21 of 
Foreign Relations,1895, 


I accompany copy of said commuricatior. 


I am, Sir, very respect? lly, 
Yous ohedispt 


ee 
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Gorsul General LEE to the Governor Gereral, 0ct:13,1896. 
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HABANA, October 14th,1896. 
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UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, October 14,1596. 


To His Excellency the Governor and Gaptain General 
of the Island of Cuba & 
Excellonsy} 

Tne Consul of the United States at Sagua la Grands 
in a cOmmunication received to-day,reports that te American 
citigen,Mr Adolfo TorresS,;was arrested In that city on the 4th 
instant by order of the Military Commandant and placed in pri- 
son "incomunicado". 

‘Seventy two hours thereafter,the Consul addres:ed a com- 
munication to the General commanding the sokns and requestad 
that all rights be accorded to Mr.Toerres,to which he is entitle 
under the treaty and protocol. 

In rephy the Consul was referred to Y.F.for the informa- 
Sion = desired to obtain from the suaealiina tec: officer at Sagua. 

I respectfully request to be informed what charges have 
been proffered against this American citizen, as well as to 
protest against his being kept incomunicado for a longer perio 
than that fixed by article 506 of the Law of Criminal Procedure 
ruling in Cuba and Porto Rico. 

This again beings up,as yourwill see,the question whether 
&@ state of var suspends @€li such laws. You have answered that 
4t did,while I claim that it does not. I have referred the 
question to the Washington Governmont and I understand Y.%.to 
Say that you had also referred it to that of Madrid, 


A letter of the Acting Secretary of State,dated May 17, 
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‘16°5,and referring to- the case “of PRANOTSOQ OARRI LiO to whi eh 


I previously. directed. your attent ton says! 
shy 1% % > 
eget athe ‘kohigias \onb. fegul ting in the ee of 167% 
Mand=the awards @f the mix 
- Mwithout’ ‘charge and imprisdhment without trial show that 
“article 7 7 the cary of 1795,and the protocol which | 
-<*interprets ityconfers on citizen: of the United States 
“arrested in Ohba during a state of siege or wp mecg hetgend de ses 
"less with arms in their hands, absolute. right to the bene 
"fits and guarantees of the law ordinarily adwinistered 
“in the’ eivil- courts and to be plated. as soon as arrested. 
“in the oustedy of- the civil -courts,excluding altogether : 
MUS right: to deprive them. of their liberty under any pro- 
"cesses of mart sad law, %": 


. othe demand of the Mnited. States Governnent for the release 


of CARRILIO was complied withyand such agtion on the part of 


the: position I had taken: ‘that a state of war does not” suspend 


tne rights. ant privileges of Ane? ‘{éan*eitizens under ‘the 


Ir amy. ---° “ete” or etc. 
(Signed) prrgnvon LEE, 


Consul General. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 14th,1896. 


Hon? William W.Rockkill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Weshirgtor. D. C. 
Sir:~ 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's instructions fren No.98,September 21, to 
No.114,0etoder 2rd, doth mumbers irclusive . 
I am, Sir, 


Very respectfully, 


orsu reral. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 14th,1896. 


. oF Hon?-William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


gir:- 7 | 


Since writing my despatch No.175 of this date,relative 
to the case of MANUEL FERNANDEZ CHAQUIELO,I have received 
your cypher telegram,readirg as follows: 


* LEE Corsul General.  Habara. 


"Your one sixty eight received,your positior sourd, 


"that mere capture ir combat with arms ir hard and 
"without additional criminal charge should rot take 


"CHAQUIELO out of the category of a prisoner of war, 
"and he should be treated as such in ainnsdanes with 
"ciVilized custom. Urge this earnestly in best inter- 
“ests of our two courtries.- ROCKHILL."- 


As this case now stards,I do not see that I car do 


anything further than to watch for developmerts,ard keep 


the Departmert promptly advised of what may occur. 
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I am, Sir, very respectfully, + 
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Official reports re ing recent operations. 
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Ne.179. UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Octeber 14,1896. 
Honorable William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washington,D a, 

Sir? 

I have the honer te onclese a supplement te LA LUCHA, 
which the beys were crying in the streets of this city last 
night. 

It will be ebserved that the Spanish authorities give te 
Maxime Gemez 5000 men and that they were opposed by 1800 in- 
fantry ,300 cavalry .and twe pieces ef artillery umder the com- 
mand ef general Jimenez Castellanes,and that the siege of the 
Spanish troops lasted } arteen days, during which the insurgents 
(fired 219 "grenades". It will alse be observed that in the 
16 encounters which took place om the 4th,6th and 9th instant, 
the Spaniards lest 5 privates killed,2 chiefs,3 efficers and 
51 privates wounded,and that they expended 18.380 cartridges in 
the defense of the town and 55,411 in the raising of the siege, 
and that their artillery made 49 discharges. 

I transmit this Spamish report in order to show the De- 
partment the manner of conducting the Spanish campaign in this 
Island, Here are 16 encounters reperted with a loss,as it is 
geen, $0 the Spanish troeps,ef some 6 or 8 killed and 51 
wounded, 
if these purperted statements are correct,the great dif- 
ficulty that military men, and ethers outside of the Island ex- 
perience in understanding the campaign here can be readily 
seen and the prelemgation of the war be readily understood. 


I have seen as yet me reperts representing the insurgent 


Oa 


accounts ef —e combats. * f7 


r,your obédétent Atyvaj 5 
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HABANA, October 14th,1896. 
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TRANSLATION, 


SUPPLEMENT to LA LUCHA, HABANA,O0ct.13,1896. 
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four hours erdirg ir the defeat of the eremy. 
Losses of the column: 5 killed,2 Chiefs,3 officers ard 51 
privates wounded,ard 19 horses killed. 


The losses of the eremy carrot be estimated,but it is 


supposed that they suffered heavy losses,because 18.380 
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cartridges have beer spert in the deferse of the towr ar 


55e411 in the raisirg of the siege,our artillery havirg made 
49 discharg 
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Octeber 15th, 1696. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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Ne .180. : UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL. 
A,Geteber 16th, 1896. 


Heonerable William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
‘Washingtoa,D.c. 


Sir: ; 
With reference te my previous despatch number 179 ef yes- 
terday's date relative te the Cascorre affair,I beg to..transmit 
a translation ef an order pubished to-day by General Weyler 
mgratulating the Spanish troeps fer their cenduct,which reads 
as follows: 


ATIONS IN CUBA. GENERAL STAFF. 
"Addition te the GENERAL ORDER of the Army of the 14th 


_ “A eompany of the first batallien of the regiment 
"ef Maria Cristina which garrisoned the village ef Cas- 
“corre, defended itself for a peried ef 13 days against 
insurgent forces superior in number commanded by the pria- 
"cipal chiefs of the Orientel region,directed by Maxime 

"Neither the 219 grenades fired against them, ner the 
weakness ef the walis of the three forts of the place, 
"mer the repeated intimatiens te surrender,nor the 4 
"killed and 11 wounded which they had,were sufficient te 
"diminish the ceurage of the defenders for one instant, 
"in the assurance that they would be assisted,as they 
‘were, be the forces of General Castellanos, Commandant 
"General ef the Division. : : 

uch “brilliant expleit affords me the pleasure 
* ef publishing it tm @ general ordsr for the information 
"ef the Army,and im the name of Her Majesty the Queen 


2. 
"Regent (whem God preserve) I congratulate the defenders 
"ef Cascerre whe will _— ‘ded as they deserve because 
ene have been able te dine their-@ailer,sthat net in 
‘vain they bear the name ef such an August Lady,once again 
‘ezmlting the qualities ef this Army of operations, the 
"“eoumand @f which is an honer for your General, 


understand the operations ef the “Army 
of eperations*,which called forth the congratulatery proclame- 
tiem ef the general commmating. Ome company that ean defend 
itself in three fertse,al1l ef which have weak walls,for 15 days, 
against a largely superier hestile force commanded by their 
principal efficers,and only lose 4 $illed and 11 wounded, is 
calowlated te supply plenty ef inspiration to the besieged, as 
well as an abundance ef increduleusneas te any one whe knows 
something of war. There are breve mon fighting here en both 
sides,but se far there has been ne display ef dash enterprise, 
tactics er strategy,er the use of geod ammuniiion, — 

I am,Sir,your obt. servant, 


sonia ae 
SW ghe Late 
% Eyes 


xy " 


ane, 


ty ths ce » 


4 


ined 


wos 


set tw Pk We i he a om 


“ga » “ 4 Lk “ig + 
Bev Ea ae OT Maar HT aa 


‘ we 
He 8 


Shogo Ge 


. 
4 


iP 
ogee 


rf, 


y Bye UA aks 


hd AE Boys 
ms 


We - eee < 


% 


~~ egg we 


me. 
ee a fy. os oe le 


Pay ay Lae Yaad * v#e eh hah 
- - - . nd s 


: . bi 


2H igh 


Son a gee! é Fi 


Be ah 


3 
¥ 
4 


Pr 
é 
f 
: : 
‘ 


abs PTO me enti 


rai: east pt oe 


i os 
See pp ‘v 2 
bRigec 


i ten Voge 


4 a eit 
Ms son tgs 


met ; . tp | 


ae oR. Nee 


nT es. 


a ay «yer 
& 


* &< 
Shy Pay 


Sy? ba We ‘ 


‘ “ ‘Nw ee ‘Wed 


y 


¥ 


, 


BM Be ies 
ws jay fa, 
SPR, Spins. 
ae: 


ies 


eas” ap en. ce. 


oe Pd 


ay 
on | 


PE PLB apetnt ir, 


ig ily ae 


Pt 


+ 


. 


Me ea 
oe he 


a 


+ 


we 


mie 


- 


¢. 


pe. «ie Nt. ES 
At es sey * 
fs 


} 


CHE. CLKS, OFFICE 


neCEveD TELEGRAM Seti Maa» S Cop her 


fi. ne a ne 
i, D1) ASSISTANT Gere riey, ~ : capper of State, 


‘a : 
: 


| 
} OCT 15 1896 


> 
sa 
ve 
FL E 
¢ evn 
1 ao dd 
a.) eee 
sy s : 
> 


_-? 


_., Operator. 


agg te tans ee, 


Pad 


ANGLO-AMERICAN An> ONE 
LE COMMUNICATION WITH GERMAN 
with CUBA, WEST INDIES, MEXICO «nN 
iSENT TO, AND RECEIVED FROM, ALL 


OFPBTICOHS IN AMERICA: 


Ptfices (21,000) of the Western Union Telegraph Company and its. Conn 


ri §) 


OF EICHS IN SREAT BRIT ALTN : 
LIVERPOOL: No. 8 Rumford Street, 
‘No. 21 Royal Exchange, E.C.. CLASCOW: No. 29 Cordon St. and Noy4 ¥ 
No. 109 Fenchurch Street, BRISTOL: Backhall Chat rs 


ER SENT BY CD ‘No. OF WORDS. 


is state. 2.41 ELEGRAM RECEIVED. 


4 


ooT 1%, OS PM Is 7 "2D ASSISTANT 


| 


Srl Pa. Ce edion 


CHF, CLAS. OFFICE 
RECEIVED 


/ 
PPC EALEVCUL, 


* . 
” 


ee a ry ee 


we 4 


eS a 
hie pI ok) oe el 


Darren ath 


ne 
2 8 RB 


ok ce 


fe VED IN CIPHER. 


¢ 
? 
; 


Brom Havana, Octe 16.1896, 


Received 2.10 P.M. 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washingt on, DeGe 


Vigilancia after twelve hours detention sailed 


for ie ico, her destination. My action preVented arrest and 


of transit passenger. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
Oo" 


October 16th,1 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Prohibition for the shipment of tobacco. 
Advising telegrem that General WEYLER says he has no 
instructions from Madrid. 

Suggests that Poreign Minister be asked to telegraph or 
the "“expedientes" be sent to Madrid for resolution. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 16th,1896. 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington s Be V. 
Sir:- 

With reference to my despatches numbers 138 and 146, 

‘of September 18th and 25th respectively,regarding the pro- 
hibition of the Spanish Government to allow Messrs F.BAU- 
RIEDEL % CO to export certain tobacco from this port, and to 
my No.174,of the 14th instant,in high latter I acknowledged 
the receipt of your telegram dated October 10th,and also 
informed the Department that I had communicated its substance 
“to the Governor General, I have now to advise the Depart- 
ment,that I yesterday received a communication from Gen: WEYLER 
dated 14th instant,in which he states that he had received no 
telegrams nor instructions whatever upon the subject, and 
could not therefore decide upon the question in the sense 

I desired. 

I consequently sent you the following cablegram: 
Habana, October 15th,1896. 

"Assistant Secretazy of State. Washington. D. C. 

" Generali Weyler says to-day he has received no 

"information from his Government about American 

"tobacco here as mentioned in your dispatch of the 

"tenth. LEE." 

It has been suggested to me as a means for the prompt 
Cities of this question,inasmuch as the Cuban authorities 
have not taken any steps in the matter, that our Minister at 
Madrid should request the Minister of Foreign Affairs to 
cable to Habana to send at once the “expedientes" of Messrs 
BAURIEDEL g CO,and others,that: they may be resolved at 

Madrid. | 


I am, Sir, very respectfully, 


Your Obedient serfant, 


: U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL, 
OCT 20 7896 
x. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. | uke 


Acknowledging receipt of telegrams from Department. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL, 
HABANA, October LT Ch) 1696 
William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. D. C. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 


following cable-grams: both dated October 14th,1596, 
*American Consul General. Habana. 
"Referring to your dispatch of October 9th;communicated — 
"with Madrid and just received Bhe following from Minister 
"TAYLOR : "Minister for Foreign Affairs promises all 


"possible for SANGUILY'."ROCKHILL. 


LEE, Consul General ,Habana. 

"CHAQUIELO case within provisions of paragraph S and 4 
Wor Protocol. Insist that prisoner has benefit of their 

"provisions, Is captain General proceeding under them , 

“if he is state upon what points you have doubt and 

“want instructions. Report fully all facts in case. 

"(signed) ROCKHILL. 


I am,sir, very respectfully, 


Your obedient servant, 


Lf 


eee 
| fixes 


onsul General. 
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HABANA, October 17th,1896. a 


Attempt of police authorities to arrest a transit 


passenger from on board &.8,."VIGILANCIA",bound to Mexico, 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 17th,1896. 


Hon:=- William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Sectetary of State, 
Washington, PD. C. 
Sirt- » 
| I have the honor to confirm the following cablegram 
sent to the Department on the 16th instant?- 
"Assistant Secretary of State. Washington. D. C. 
"Spanish authorities attempted to arrest and remove 
"from American Ward Line steamer "VIGILANCIA" last 
‘night as she was on the point of sailing for Mexico, 
"passenger who had taken passage from New York to Vera 
"Cruz. The captain properly refused to deliver him up. 
"The matter was submitted to me this morning; have 


"approved captain's course and refused consent that 


"this transit passenger be so treated. See letter of 


"June 5th,1872 from State Department ‘to TORBERT then 

"Consul General. LEE," 

To the information contained in tha foregoing 
telegram,I have to add that when Captain MciNTOSH of the 
"VIGILANCIA" laid the matter before me, stating that the 
attempt had been made by the Inspector of Harbor Police, 

I approved his course and directed him not to allow the 
passenger to be taken from his ship except by force. 

I imnediately sent @ communication to the Governor 
general calling his attention to this proceeding on the 
part of the police authorities, and reminded H.E. of the 
case Gat occurred in this harbor in May 25th,1872,and the 
approval of my Government of the action of Consul General 
TORBERT in refusing to allow the arrest and extraction from 


& 
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2. 
the S.S."CITY of MEXICO",of BERNABE VARONA, a Cuban refugee, 
who was in the similar condition of a passenger in transit 
On board of an American vessel. 

As the matter had been amicably arranged by the said 
Inspector withdrawing his complaint,I informed H.E. that it 
had been so settled and the steamer allowed to proceed on 
her voyage after 12 hours unnecessary detention. 

I therefore transmitted to the Department the following 
telegram in cypher : 

"Assistant Secretary of State. Washington. D. C. 

"VIGILANCIA" after 12 hours detention sailed for 


"Mexico,her destination,my action prevented arrest 


"and removal of transit passenger.- LEE." 


At this writing nothing has been received from 
the Government upon this subject. 
I am, Sir, very respectfully, 
Your et eerie Za 
ae 2 
ohow a 


ee . ~~» 
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Consul General LEE te the Governor General, October 16th,1896. 


ghee og 16,2606, 


Te the Governor and Captain Gaeerel ef tha Island of Cuba. 


| tapbein ehn Mac tateth of the Aderican steamer 
"Vigtiancia*, reperted te mse tyis aefiiag thet lest wight at 12 
o*slack,9s he vas abéut ta sail for Veractut,Mexice, the Ina- 
peoter ef the Harber Police bemried had sladmer and atteupted 
to arrest and sameve Crom ise seme a padedhgtr dared Antonic 
Recalante,whe hat taken peasegd Wt the éity ef Kew Yerk fer 
Veracrus, Mexico, and that he hal Pefuped to allew this transit 
passenger to be taken from hie Miamwer nartl ke could tafors 
wa,oe the constler representetity of hin Gevermieat Here{be- 
Lieving that the preceediige are in vielation ef {nternational 
law and knowing that if & peebiwed cade, Siditar in at1 rés- 
pects te this,the Severmbbht bf the United Gtatés nak on Jame 
Sth,2072,appreved tne dotlbd of Br tathert, thea Cohedl geaérat 
here,2n depiining to voihmpa> be the arfeat aid renewal af tr. 
Bernabe Yareas,t have thts withing afrited Captain the fntesw 
in a writtes communiention abt Yo align this transit passenger 
Upon yollr exgmtautign of the lux ant precefqnts,t think 
¥.Z,wilt agree Chet the wosition I have taken can te praperdy 
the oteaner nan aenaly Deon detained seerve. hanra, 
I am glad to taforn V.E,that the officar whe atvénigred te 
make this arrest leek evading has apperentiy been sanvincet 
that he was soting ja zhalation of lay and haa declined te 
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HABANA, October 17th, 1696. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of CHARLES GOVIN. 


Governor General WEYLER states that the officer who reported 
his death was Brig! Gen: LOPEZ OCHOA, and the place where 
it was written, Jaruco, 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, October 17th, 1896. 

Hon: William W,Rockhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington. D. C. 
Sirt~ 
With further reference to my dispatch No.160,of the 

Srd instant,and Instruction No.119,of 8th instant,relative 


to the case of CHARLES GOVIN, I have the honor to trans- 


mit copy-translation of a communication from the Governor 


General, in which he states the aname of the officer who 
reported GOVIN'S death,to have been Brig: General EDUARDO 
LOPEZ OCHOA, and the place where said ‘iekssis report was 
written, was Jenene. 


I have the honor to »be,Sir, 
Very respecti Revs Fou arene 2 Sr¥ant ) 


GZ My ALe 
| hy 
GN 


ig wae i 


2 to Consul General LEE,Oct: 16,1896. 


Kae’, + 


SACS aie reseee 
a es bid, 


HABANA, Octeper’” 4 1896 
hs Pe oe om Pam ee ws a ee eS en 


Se 


oe panes 3. Zour campansontion 


ve to inform you that the report relative to the Meath of 


‘ 


the @itizen of the United States Mr,Charles Govin,which in due 
Seasoh wa 


the General of Brigade D.Eduarée Lopez Ochoa, 
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UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, October 19th,1896. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment's telegram of the 17th instant signed by the Honorable 
Secretary of State in reference to the "Vigilancia case". 

I do not think the instructions of Mr.Gresham, former 
Secretary of State,to Mr.Huntington,to which reference is made 

2 in said telegram is exactly applicable to this case. | 

I have the honor to transmit to you the following facts in 
"Vigilancia case* in order that you may determine whether I am 
correct or not. I vn informed thet Mr.Obregon,the Inspector of 
Police of this Harbor,received by the mail which arrived here 
on Wednesday October 14th,by the Tampa steamer a communication 
from New York,which being translated reads as follows: 

ae "New York, 0ct.10,1896. : 

*To the Inspector of the Bay of tchat Island: I in- 
torn you that many recruits are fscaping for Mexico, through 
"Havana by the poerican steamers,due to the fact that no 
"passport is needed for that Republic. Under date of the 
"10 October a fugitive named Francisco Escalante will 

“Leave by an American steamer. Said person is e recruit, 
“tall, white, thin and veardless, represents 18, 19 or 20 
years of age. Is somewhat smart and may be he has changed 
his name, and goes in the service of the steamer or pre- 
"tends to go as such. Your obt.servant, a patriot. 

"(Sign a) Jose Ochoa"). 


2. 
The Ward sisasseeie “Vagstansie* arrived at this port 
from New York on the next day, namely, Thursday the 15th, at about 


2 p.m. The police officer Obregon did not go at once on 
board of her ves the purpose of making the arrest of the pas- 
senger F.Escalante mentioned in the letter from New York, but 
on the contrary at about half past five that afternoon: the 
Captain of the steamer and the Company's agent at this port 
was advised by the said police officer that everything was all 
. Fight and that the steamer could sail whenever ready. The Cap- 
tein decided to leave for Mexico at 12 o'clock that night not 


‘being able to aaischarge fas cargo in time to leave at an onsltty- | 
hour,a fact which officer Obregon knew. 

At about haif past eleven that night,just as the steamer 
was getting ready to depart, this officer again appeared on 
board,c‘ly with the paper,copy of which I send, and proceeded to 


arrest the passenger Escalante. This passenger purchased a 
ticket in New York for Veracruz and therefore did not go on 
board of the "Vigilancia" at this port or at "another port of 
the same country",as Mr.Greshamn puts it; ne was, therefore,a 


transit passenger holding a contract,as it were,with the owners | 


of the American steamerp to land him at his destination. 
Captain Mac Intosh of the steamer "Vigilancia" declined 
to place said passenger into the hands of the police until he 
could see the American Consul General and by mutual consen L, Was 
agreed that nothing further should be done until such interview 
could be had, The case was reported to me early next morning 
and I gave to the Captain a note as follows: 
"U.S,Consulate General. 
"Habana, Oct.16th, 1896. 
"Captain John Mac nee "Vigilancia" in port 


"sir: 
ef have duly considered she case you have presented 
- "to | me this merely | ot Mr.antonto Escalante,who took 


i o 
"Cruz,Mexico, and whem the Inspector of Vessels of this 


"port attempted,without the exhibition of any warrant or 
“other document,to take from your said vesse] and bring 
"eshore at 11 p.m. yesterday,as you were on the point 
"of sailing for Mexico. } 

"I heartily approve your action in refusing to allow 
"this transit passenger to be removed,until you could lay 
"the matter before re my official capacity of Consul 
‘®@eneral of the United States at this port. 

"] hereby decline to give my approval of the course 
"adopted by the officer in guestion. If the arrest and 
"removal of this passanger,Mr.Antonio Escalante,is insist- 
"ed upon,it should be demanded that he be taken from the 


"deck of the said Auerican steamer "Vigilancia" by force. 


"Very respectfully,your obt.servant, 
(Signed) Fitzhugh Lee, Consul Gen." 


. This note the Captain proceeded at once to show to the. 
police officer,who then determined that he would not make saéd 
arrest and the steamer after a detention of twelve hours was 
allowed to proceed on its course. 

In 1672 when General (AsTorbert’was:Consul General at 
Havana a similar case arose with only this difference,then the 
passenger was in transit for Mexico to New York, while in this 
case the passenger was en route from New York to Mexico. The 
correspondence in 1872 between the Captain General and Consul 
General can be found in a letter dated Havana,May 25th,1872, 


to the Honorable Charles Hale, Assistant Secretary of State,at 


Washington, oS | 
General Torbert's action refusing his consent that Ber~ 


nabe Varona should be given up was approved by the Department 
of State in a letter dated June 5,1672,and signed by Hon. Chas. 


ea, 2 Ce fat! 


ote er ee ee i eet 
Vooie,Assistant Secretary. On the 25th May,1672,Mr.teate ‘ 
telegraphed to Consul General Torbert that “a passenger on 
= "board an American vessel in transit from Mexico to the United 

"States cannot be given up without his own assent,report parti- 
"“culars"., j.§§ The passenger to which this despatch refers to was 
not delivered up. In Torbert's case the Captain General gave 

the order for the arrest,in this case the police officer was 
acting solely on his own volition. Without consultation or 
knowledge of his superior authority he attempted to comply ~ ; 
with the request of Jose Ochoa,of tows York, 

I should be very glad to get the Department's instructions 


on questions of this sort,as similar cases to the one men- 


tioned may occur at any time. 
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HABANA, October 20th,1696. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 20th,18596. 


(a 
“Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant tecretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 


Sir: 


I have received your instruction mumber 118 of the 8th 
instant enclosing copy of a letter from the Hon.Wilkinson Call 
of the United States Senate,and a communication from Mr.C.Recio 
of Key Weet,Florida,askinz that I be instructed to name an 
attorney to defend Mr.Lovis 
a | city. The Dean of the College of Lawyers Of Habana has desig- 


Someillan, now in prison in this 


nated Mr, Leopoldo Cancio as the lawyer to conduct Someillan's 
defense. I have found it impossible to secure the services of 
a competent lawyer to take charge of this case. 


There is a reign of terror here,the scratch of the Cap- 
tain General's pen is sufficient for all purposes of life or 
death and his power seemd to be absolute. It can, therefore,be 
readily comprehended that under the conditions existing here, 
it is difficult to find a lawyer who is willing to defend any 
one termed "an enemy of Spain". 

‘her the trial is finished the lawyer becomes a marked _ 
7an,and is surroum'ed with many perils. The family and friends 
of Mr Some 
ing counsel for the reasons above stated. 


iian have experienced the same cifficulty in procur- 


I propose to watch this case very closely because I be-~- 
lieve the charge against Mr.Someillan is false,and I will prompt- 
ly report to the Department the nature and progress of the pro- 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October e0th, 1896." 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. \o ae 


| 
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Gase of ADOLPHUS TORRES,arrested at Sagua. 
Governor General in the absence of the antecedents of 
the case cannot give any information respecting the causes 


of the arrest. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 20th,1896. 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
ote Washington. D,. Cc. 
Sir: 


Referring to my despatch M.176,0f the 14th instant, 
rélative to the arrest of Mr.ADOLPHUS TORRES at Sagua,in 
which I reported that I had addressed a communication to the 

| Governor General,asking for the causes of his arrest, pro- 
testing against his confinement"incomunicado”" beyond 72 
hours as prescribed by the ordinary civil jurisdiction, 
and reminded H.E.that thereby the questijon again arises 
whether a state of war suspends such laws in their appli-~ 
cation to American citizens, I have the honor to transmit 
the answer of the Governor General to the effect that in : 
the absence of the antesedents of the case,he cannot yet 
inform me of the reasons of the arrest; and with respect 
to that part of ai comuunication relative to the benefits 
that American citizens should enjoy umier the Protocol 
of 1877,he had nothing to add to his previous remarks on 

that subject. 


One enclosure: Oe 
General WEYLER to Consul General LEE, October 14th,1896, 
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‘To the Consul General of the United States, 
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to the American citizen Mr. ADOLPO TORRES, arrested, according 
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that lacking antecedents in’ the’ base, it is not possible 
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for me to inform-you of the reasons for his arrest,which, 


it * 


@s.soon as they become known to mey I will transmit to you. 
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_ Regarding the second part of your said note,namely, 
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that the: present state of war of this Island,should not 
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deprive American citizens of the benefits of the Protocol 


a 


* 


of 1877, ~T have nothing to add to the statements contained 
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S ptember last,repeated on 


} in my communication of the 20th : 
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the 25th of same.month in sonnection with the case of Mr. 
TOLON. 
| God guard you many years. 
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HABANA, October 14th,1696. 
(Signed) VALERIANO WEYLER. 
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TO THE 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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Case of MANUEL PERNANDEZ CHAQUEILO. 


Captain General cannot yet state if there are other 
charges against him than rebellion, as the proceedings 


are in the stafge of indictmem}g(sumario). 
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No.1 88 . 
U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 21st,1896. 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
| > ( Washington. D. CO. 
Sir: 
- With reference to my previous despatches, numbers 168, 
175 and 178 of the 9th and 14th instant,relative to the case 
of MANUEL PERNANDEZ CHAQUEILO,I have now the honor to tren 
yf Smit copy of my communication to the Captain General,asking 
of that fhe accused be treated in conformity with the provi- 
/ sions of Articles 20 to 31 of the daw of April 17th,1621, 
arid allowed the rights and benefits granted by the Protocol 
of 1877 3 and the Captain General's answer,that he cannot 
A yet inform me if there are other charges against FERNANDEZ, 


/ ‘than thet of rebellion,as his case is in the process of 
indictment. (sumario) 
It will be observed that the cease of this man who was 


/ 


captured last July 9th, and hes been ever since imprisoned 
in the Oabafia fort,arter an interval of nearly 4 months,is 
still in the process of indictment. I mention this as a 
specimen of the matner in which militery judicial proceed- 
ings are conducted,when apparently so desired. 

7 em, Bir, very respectfully, 


Your obedie “= 


Enclosures. 
1. Consul General LEK to the Captain General, Oct:16,1996, 
Captain General to Consul Gansral LEE,Octoberl9,1896. 
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of ‘the 10th instant in reference tethe case of the American 


citizen Mr .Manuel Pérnanden Chaqueile,I desire te add if there 


being captured “with arms inhand",I. respectfully ask that the 
accusea be allewed to mamé an attorney er attorneys whe.4 

have ‘access te him in ‘suitable time and be furnished at the 
proper time With’ a copy ef the accusation: and List ef:wit- 
nesses for the prosecution, that these witnésses be examined 
before the accused and: his attorney of attorneys, in con- 
farmity with the provisions ef articles°20' te Slef the Law 


'? 


the power te compel the attendance’ of witnesses Tor’ the de- 
fekee' er obtain’ their teatinony by means or 
that’ all the rights be accorded te him which are conferred 
on’ én Amarin cibinen in his situation-by artic¢les 3 and 4 
Janeary 12,1677... 
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TRANSLATION . 
ARMY of the ISLAND ce. | 
7 OFFICE ef the Tare. 


CAPTAINCY GENERAL. 


The Judge Advocate General reports the following opinion : 
under date of the 14th instant: Grae as 

"Excellency! =< The Consul general of the United States 3 
"requests Y.E.to inform him if there are against the. Bs 
"American citizen Mr Manuel Fernandez Chaqueilo, accused 9. 
"the crime of rebellion, other charges, and whereas the . 
"period of summing up (sumario) the case has not termine- 
"ted,and therefore the Presecutor has not made the classi- 
"fication or appreciation of the facts ef the case, it is 
"not possible te inform him if there are other charges . 
"besides that ar rebi 
"At the otacludien of the ‘Stage of ‘the proceedings re- 


sl1ton againet said American citizen, : 


"ferred ty the provisions of article 4 ef the Protocol 

"ef the 12th of Jamuary ,1677, celebrated with the Nation 
the ' ‘represents will be complied with,as also ‘wavictly 

! (i shed in articles 20 te 31 of the Law 
"of Publig Order of the i7th ef April, 1621, In this . 
"sense should the Consul's note be answered, recommending, | je 
“in this: connection, the Judge of Instruction to despatch . f 


"es soon as possible She case in question". 


\ 


Having agreed with the ‘opinion of the Jadge Advocate I 


transmit te yau the above in answer te your commnication of 
the 16th instant. 

Gea = you many years, Habana, 19 October, 1896. Nee 

ft AB Valeriano Weyler. neers 
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HABANA, October 218t,1896. 


As 


THE 
DEPARTMENT of STATE. _ a a 


: 


Transmitting protest and claim for indemnity of Messrs 
BEUBADS NEUMANN x oe as representatives of Messrs S.HERN- 
SHE TH BROS $ CO,Limited, of New Orleans, against the Spanish 
Goverment for prohibition to shipment of tobacco. 


One enclosure. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 21st,1896. 


HoniWilliam W.Rockhil1, 

a) Assistant Secretary of State. 
| Washington, Dd. C 
Sir:- 

I havé the honor to transmit herewith,copy of a 
statement embodying a protest end claim for indemnity 
against the Spanish Goverment made before me by Mr.¥FRED: 
sail tins of the firm of Messrs NEUHAUS, NEUMANN § c0,of 
this city,as the bepresentatives of the American firm of 
Messrs & .HERNSHEIM BROS 5 CO,of New Orleans, for the eo 


hibition of the Govermment to allow the exportation of 


1,200 bales of tobacco,which it is alleged were purchased | 
and contracted for said firm tame to the promulgation of 
General WEYLER'S decree of 16th May last,which prohibited 
after the expiration of ten days from its date, i. sears 


of tobacco grown in the provinces of Habana and Pinar del 


Rio. I am, Sir, 
Very respectfully_— 


One enclosure: 


Copy of protest referred to, 
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With Despatch Wo. 188. 
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 f nmaiali 
“US. COMBULATE GENERAL. 
“a a B AW aS October l6th,1996. 

BE IT KNOWN, that’ on this 16th day of October, 1896, 
perore me, the undéPsigned, Consul General of the United 
states or América’ at HABANA, personally appeared tir. FEDE- 
RICO” MEOMANN; Or the Tirm oF Messrs NEUHAUS, NEUMANN ¢ co, 
of this ctityjanmd duly sworn,déclared and stated as follows: 

phat his said rirm,wnich is engaged in business in ” 
this city, at §.18 obrapia St. as general commission mer- 
chants,are Fépresentatives in this place of Messrs SHER 
SHEIM BROS $ CO, Limited,of New Orleans,La since the year 
1891,ani sinde that date have Féegularly made in this Island 
ali ‘the purchadés Of lear tobacco intended for use in the 
factéry established in Hew Orleans by said firm,and that they 
have regularly purchased large amounts both in the Habana and 
Pinar dei Rid Proviness.” In this latter province where 
the ‘tobacco known’ ‘as “epartidos*is grown,they made every 


year a “Bblection for said “tira, i for wife EF ida’ made ‘con 

traéte with Don PIDEL FERNANDEZ of HABANA,for the purchase 

of tobacco in “matuies*ér bundles,in the vicinity of the 
ms of Savrtel; quire ‘dé Melena and Alquizar,at which last 


med town they ‘wade the sélection and purchase for the 
ladt year's crop,and would have made it for this unless 
préverted ‘by ‘the ‘actual circumstances. 
That Don FIDEL FERNANDEZ in turn made contracts, bar- 
gains or éngageménts With the “vegueros" or tobacco growers 
of S wack alps for” the Leastaca 1a mt bes sheared Lairyseeval crops 


“a ots ar gains ‘or engagements | 
“any written document, 


g 
such not being the practice observed,it being the custom 


in this Island to make and keep all such contracts verbally. 
“his said firm received a telegram from Messrs. 

S .HERNSHEIM : # BROS $ CO, Limited,of New Orleans, om the 10th 

of May of ‘this year,encharging ‘them toto purchase at least 

60,000. bundles, (2matules") of said tobacco.’ : 

‘Oo. 2hat. onthe L7th of the: same month his said firm ad- 
vised the New Orleans: parties,of ‘the Decree of the Governor 
General of the Island,yprohibiting the exportation of leaf 
‘tobacco grown im the provinces of. Habana and Pinar del Rio, 
and. in reply his firm received orders,also by. cable,to sus- 
pend the purchases, which orders were at once communicated 

That. said FERNANDEZ immediately proceeded to the coun- 
try im order to finish receiving the tobacco already engaged 
and ve for{ and in great part already paid for in ad- 
vance,anmd on account of delivery )from the. “vegueros" or 
tobacco planters,and transport it to Habana. 

oo That thestetal maber of matules ‘they received was: 


‘61, 574, according to an account made and remitted to Messrs. 

. SHIM BROS $ CO,;which this: appearer’s firm paid wp for 
and: drew bills for account of said parties to reimburse 
‘their outlay. 

That Sney were unable to ship the said 61, 574 matules 
within the period of ten vot fixed by the Governor General's 
order or ‘decree, fer the reason that the tobacco was in its 
prt condition, exposed to loss and destruction and totally 
umprepared & and unfit for shipment. 


% Ft , 
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That the operation of sor ting, packing and baling the 


said tobacco vas commenced by orders of his said firm on the 


me Ft fd Ms Eee 


25th May and 2 it lasted until about the 15th October, and res 


he 4 + aes ns 


aises + in about: 1200 NEMENEE(tvelve neneres bales. 


That on the 18th of September last,they had ready for 
shipment ebout 933 bales which they wished to ship,as in 


Se. 
its then condition the tobacco was diminishing in value 
aeily and causing considerable dama . and joss to. the ine es 


. *. +o Si ¥ 


terests of the firm they represented. ts ats ee 
That on said date, September 18th, this eppearer's 


firm addressed a. petition to the Governor General of the 
Island, reciting. the. foregoing facts, and offevring in proof 
a full and unreserved examination of all their commercial 
books, of correspo nde nce , ac count > telegrams, copies ,etc, etc, 
and also cited in support of their petition the telegram 
which had come to their knowledge,received by the Depart- 
ment of State from the U.S.Minister at Madrid,and commu- 
nicated to the U.8. Consul General at Habana, to the effect 
that:"all contracts for leaf tobacco entered into before 

"publication of the order prohibiting its exportation — 

"will be seabéctked dipestakiy ‘those entered into with 

"American citizens." 

That under date of the 12th October, his firm received 
on the 14th October a communication from the Intendant 
General of Finance of this Island, to whom their petition 
had been referred, denying the same and refusing permission 
to. ship She, said estimated amount of twelve hundred bales 
of tobacco »alleging that there existed no contracts,and 
only purchases by word of mouth, 


WHEREFORE this appeamer,in the name of his firm of 


HAUS, NEUMANN x CO,of this city,and acting as the duly 
appointed and recognized representatives of the American 
firm of Messrs 8.HERNSHIM BROS $ CO, Limited of the city of 
New Orleans,ia, doth sOlemnly and truly protest against 
the action of the Spanish: Govermment in the premises, 
and against the infraction of Art: VII of the Treaty between 
the United States and Spain of 1795, whereby the property 


belonging to Amerigan citizens has suffered detantion or 
embargo, and that the said firm already has and may hereafter _ 
suffer Gone eer arte loss ‘and damages and prejudice to their 
ipteresta by reason thereof, and this’ appearer therefore 
considers said firm entitled to claim for the same an indem- 
nity from the Spanish Government to at least the value of 
the said 1,200 bales of tobacco,which he ‘patina: at TWO 
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS,U.S.money, and interest thereon 
till time of payment,and doth hereby make formal demand 
and claim for the said amount of indemnity,and such other 
relief as may be accorded Amithe premises. . 
(Signed) Fred? NEUMANN, of the firm of 
NEUHAUS, NEUMANN g CO, representatives of the 


_ firm of S.HERNSHEIM BROS y CO, Limited,of New Orleans. — 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Oc tober 16th, 1696,” 

on ‘THIS; ‘day, before me, the dedersigusé. Consul General 
of the United States of America at HABANA,personally appeared 
Mr . FREDERICK NEUMANN, one of the firm of Messrs NEUHAUS, 
‘NEUMANN % 00,0f this city,and declared that his said firm 
are the representatives in this city of the American firm 
or S HER NSHEIM. EROS 5 co, Limited,of New Orleans,and as | 
such he subscribed and declared unto the foregoing document” 
| which is’ of the nature of @ protest and a claim for indem- 
nity against the Spanish Government, and that the facts 
therein set forth are true,-- | 
(SEAL. ) WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Consulate 

General: at HABANA, this 16th October , 1696. 
(Signed) FITZHUGH LEE. 


Consul General. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of ONA MELTON, one of the crew of the "COMPETITOR" 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, octeber 21,1896. 


Henorable William W.Rockhiil, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
7 Washington,D.c. ae 
Sir: 
I Rave the honer to transmit herewith copies of two letters | 
I have received from Ona Melton,one of the prisoners ef the 


"Gompetitor";I have replied by quoting for his information and 
for the information of the officers taking the preliminary de- 
positions at "La Cabana",articles 17% ana 172 of the regula- 
tions prescribed for the ute of the Consular service of the 
United States. ao 

It is held there “that the circumstance ‘that the vessel 
“is Americar is evidence that the seamen on board are such and 
"that in every regularly documented merchant vessel the crew 
“will find their pretection in the flag that covers it*. 


ie Kad iont ati 


ir Melton to Mr.Lee,0ct.16,1896. 


Ne.2. ir Melton to Mr.Lee,Oct «20,1896. 


lixt- z2-, SOF 8 
Ft. Cabafias, iii 41. 


Havana, Oct. 16th, 1896 
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Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, 
Consul General of Cuba. 
Dear Sir: te 
Yesterday I was taken to the "Cuarto de Banderas" (Guard Room) 
te make a preliminary deposition, preparatory for a "Consejo de Guerra 
Ordinario"(Ordinary Court Martial) to "Ver y Paller" (Try) the case aginst 
the mem of the “Competitor", charged with the crimes of "Pirateria y 
Rebelion" (Piracy and@ Rebellion). a 
I had hardly expected that we were to be tried again under the 
accusation of Piracy and Rebellion. From an American stand point, the 
charge Of Piracy seems absurd, but according to the interpretation that u 
vas placed on certain parts of the "Dictionario de Porto Rico y Cuba" 
(Code Of Critinal Procedure existing im Cuba and Porto Rico) at our recent 
trial by a “Gensejo de Guerra Sumarisimo" (Summe Court Martial) we 
might come under the classification of Pirates. 
In my declaration they insisted om my stating that I would 
furnish proof eof my American citizenship. They seemed to doubt my citizen 
-ship bOcause I talked Spanish somewhat fluently. They then wanted to 
5 know what kind of proof I could furnish, I had never théught of my citiz- 
l-enship being brought igte question, and I was somewhat perplexed, I 
replied that I €id mot know, but that I would ask your advice. 
1 @o not know what I ought to do, they said @ ought to have a 
certificate of my birth, or baptism, yo & request seems to me absurd 


it would require months of time to get /either, if, which is very unlikely 
geeither is still in existance. 
I was berm at Vinland Kans.j; in fact I do not know if births 
registered im Kaneas, although I suppose they are. 

I registered and voted in the Arkansas State Election two years 
mre° at my home in Aurora, ioumeas. If it is postively mecessary, I can 
Brite to my father and get a deposition made to show my citizenship, but 
't will require at the very least time possthie, 20 days, and perhapes 
t » to write and receive returas. Mai 

“4 was also asked concerning my papers ss a correspondent of the 
times Union® of bectmummeice ¥ ae ong an ‘ed argrent ials were 


Gildea read them and I think Laborde also. If necessary, William 8. Dele- 
ney of Key West, Fla. can produce evidence concerning my credentials. 

The Naval Officer who took the deposition seemed very badly 
informed, he asked: "De you see Consul General Lee every day?" Certainly 
mot, said I, he seemed supprised, and said: “How oftem do you see him?” 

N J do not think that the deposition of any of the "Competitor" 
men were taken, exceptof Capt. Laborde and I. I shall await your advice. 
Yours most respectfully, 


(Signed) Ona Melton. 


Enclesure Ne.2. 
With Despatch Ne.190, 
HABANA pCateder 21, 2586. 


~~, ae, Fort Cabana. Calabozo (Cell) 41. 
October 20,1896. 
Consul General Lee. 
Dear Sir? 
I have not yet received an answer to my letter of 
the 18th instant abut Write this te inform you of the farther 
precee@ings in our case, 

Yesterday I was aguin taken to the "Cuarte de Banderas" 
te make declaration. I was again asked what proofs I could pro- 
duce to show that I was an American citizen, I replied that I 
did not know what would be considered as sufficient proof,but 
I explained as I explained to you in my letter ef the 18th inst 
that te comstitute pesitive proof it would probably he necessa- 


ry to have a depositien made before a Justice ef the Peace at 
my home,but that I censidered that after the other "Consejo de 
Guerra", the U.S.Government and the Spanish Government and 
Courts ef Madrid had accepted me as an American citizen, that 


it was new late te raise such a question, Then the "Juez 
Instructor" asked if you would vouch fer my citizenship. I re- 
plied that I didi net know, Then he asked me if Consul Lee 

knew me. Again I hardly knew what te answer and replied that I 
did not knew that you had seen me one time. He then asked if 


‘pou had any doct@ments: showing that I was an American citizen. & 
At first I replied "Ne",but om secend thought I said that you 


perhaps had documents from Secretary Olmey recognizing me as an 
He asked if I had any pretest te make and 
I replied that I pretested against being tried without being 


American citizen, 


given an eppertunity te consult with my Consul and that I did 
net consider that a trial held inside of fort Cabana would be 
legal bectuse me representative of the U.S.Censulate was allew- 
ed inside of the fort,and that such representative ought te be 
present at the trial. I said that I protested against being 


2. 
tried by Censejo de Querra Ordinario (Or@inary Court Martial) 
because acoording te the treaties with the United States 
an Ame rican citizen should ve tried in the civil courts. My : 
protest was entered and the Judge Instructor announced that thes 
claims would be investigated, As I passed Captain Laborde's 


céll,he called eut ‘I protested",se I suppese that hs entered 
& pretest similar te mine, It was stated that the depositions 


ef the other “"Competitor”® prisoners would be taken to-day. It 
is said that if we are tried by the civil ccurt we will have to 
Wait at least 16 months for our return on the docket, I shall 
a@uxiously await your instructions, 
Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) Ona Mélten, 


if 


Rea aan 
1 Uae tov, 


i i Se LAK Paw 
hie eR 
iP Coe ’ 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 24th, 1896 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


ing copy afd translation of the Governor General's 


decree or proclamations of the 2lst instant. 
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U, 8S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 24th,1896. 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington. oD. C. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to transmit herewith copy and transla- 


tion of a decree or proclamation of the Governor General of 


i a al aca Sas 


the 2ist instant,published in yesterday's "GAZETTE",to be 


applied solely to the Province of Pinar del Rio. 


I am, Sir, 


”) 
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Very respectfully 


Enclosures: : 
Decree and translation of General WEYLER, October 21,1896. 


«-—finelosure Wo.1. 


With Despatch No.1 9 1. 
HABANA » October 24,1896. 
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Translation, 


PROCLAMATION, 


Don VALERIANO WEYLER y NICOLAU,Marquis of TENERIFE, ee 
GOVERNOR GENERAL CAPTAIN GENERAL of this ISLAND,and GENERAL 
in Chief of its ARMY, ctc, etc, etc 
I ORDER and COMMAND :- 
lst. All the inhabitants of the country or outside of 


the line of fortifications of the towns,shall within the pe- 
riod of eight days reconcentrate themselves in the towns oc- 
cupied by the troops. Any individual who after the expira~ 
tion of this period is found in the uninhabited parts will 
be considered a rebel and tified as such. 

2nd .-The exivestios of provisions from the towns and 
their transportation from one town to another by land or 
water without permission of the military authority of the 
. point of danaxtere, in absolutely prohibited. The infringes 
will be tried and punished as abettors of: the rebellion. 
. Srd.- The owners of beeves should transport them to the 


\ 


towns or their vicinity,to which end they will be given pro- \ 


per protection. aoe : ¥ 


~ ‘a 
~ 5 ¥ a 


4th.- At the expiration of the period of wight days which 
in each municipal district shall be counted from the publica- 


tion of this proclamation in the head town of same,all insur- 


gents who present themselves shall be placed at my disposal 


for the purpose of fixing them the place where they shall re- 


side,serving them as a recommendation if they furnish news of 


the enemy which can be made use of,if the presentation is made 


with fire arms,and more specially $f it be collective. 


5th.- The provisions of this proclamation are only appli- 


cable to the province of Pinar del Rio. 
; October 21st,1896. 
VALERT ANO WEYLER. 


— — 
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With Despatch mi bh «. 


HABANA, October 24th,1896 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Prohibition to ship tobacco. 


» 


Acknowledging and confirming telegrams. 


Interview with General WEYLER,who states that he will send 


> 


all the "expedientes" or cases to Colonial Ministry Madrid. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Qctober 24th, 1896. i 
Hon t= William W.Rockhil}, 4 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington. D. ¢. 
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Ssir:- 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 


following cable-gram :- 
Washington. D. C.0et:22,1896. 
_— proceedings in PERIMAN x CO's tobacco case. 
(Signed) ROOKIE | 


~ 


I have also to cinfirm my cablegram to the Department 


of yesterday morning, es follows ‘- 
"Assistant Secretary of State.Washington. BD. Cc. 
" Wo relief to tobacco as promised in the dispatch 
"tenth instant. Have you further information?-- LEE", 


Yesterday at noon, I calied on the @overnor General, 


who informed me that he had received telegrams from the 


Colonial Minister,to obey strictly the letter and spirit of 


his decree; that the several petitions presented to him for : 
Shipment of tobacco alleged to have been purchased on con- 

tract by American citizens,prior to his decree,had all been 
referred to the Intendancy of Finance, and after examination ' 


been refused,and that he had been instructed by the Colonial 
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2. 
Minister to send ali the “expedientes” or cases,to Madrid, 
for revision and to serve to justify the rejection of any 


claims that may be presented. 
I have also to acknowledge the receipt of the following 


 ¢ablegram yesterday evening?- 


" Have no further information as te tébacco, from 
' Madridjexpected momentarily. (signed) OLMNRY. -" 


I am, Sir, 


Very respectfully, 
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Fines of steamers of the New York and Cuba Mail §8.: 


+ 


Yurther claims by customs authorities. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 24th,1996. 
Hon: William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington. D. &. 

Sir:- 

Referring to previous corréspondence, despatches Nos: 
109, September Z and 172,0ctober 10th,and the Department's 
instriction to .82, of September l10thyrelative to fines on 
the steamers of as York and Cuba the) $.5.00, 
I have the ise to transmit copy of a letter, dated 22nd, 
instant, with euplocures, received from Meesrs HIDALGO x COQ, 


the agents here of said Line,from which it appears that 


further claims are made upon them by the customs authori- 


7 


ties. 


I am, Sir, 


anne 2 OR a 
Hidelgo x Co to Consul General LER, Oct : 22,1696. 


Enclesure Ne. 1 
‘With Despatch ae te |. “eaeandaiaies 
HABANA, ,Octeber 24,1696. 
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» Habana, Octeber. 22,1896... - 


‘Pitzhugh Lee, sq., 
gh 4, 8. Condul General, febaea. 
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In behalf eof Messrs .James ‘E.Ward & Co. ,New York, Agents 
fer the Cuba wail 8 .8.Line,we ‘beg Leave ‘te hand you herewith 
“eopy. ef a ‘communication from the Cellecter ef ‘Custens ‘of this 
pert, dated the 28th ot September last, which is in cemnection 
with the case of Fines imposed and pretended te be collected 
frem Steamers of the Line, referred te in the letter,which we 
had the hener ef previeusly addressing yeu,on August 3l.a.c. 

The said cemmunicatien conveys an order fer us,as cen- 
signees ef the steamers here,te depesit meney,equivalent te 
the Fines in questien,with either "The Spanish Bank" er the 
Administratien ef Custems, 

On submitting the case fer your knewledge,we beg te men- 
tien that under the instructions we held frem the Managers 
ef the Line,and accerding with practise en previous similar 
eccasions,we have abstained from complying with the exactien; 
neither have we since been called upon again te that effect 
en the part ef the autherities. 

We beg further te submit the cepy herewith ef another 
communication frem the Cellecter ef Customs, dated the 20th. 
inst.,and te hand yesterday, netifying us ef a reselutien of 
the Intendency te the effect,that we sheuld pay within three 
days frem netice $1128.59, represemting executioners’ fees on 


preceedings,which were emacted some time back fer collection 


ef certain Fines en Steamers,regarding which ne detail is 


given. 
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Enclosure No. 7“ 
~ With Despatch No. AGS 
HABAWN iA » October 24,1896. 


TRANSLATION/ 
- CUSTOM HOUSE OF HABANA. 


The tntendancy General’ of Finance under date of the 25th 
instant reports to the Custom house as follows: 
"Excellency:Under this date I report to His Excellen- 
cy the Governor General as follows: Excellency: In view of Your 
Excellency's communication of the 7th instant transmitting to | 
me the one addressed by the Consul General of the United States 
to Your Excellency requesting the suspension of the attachment 
proceedings initiated for the collection of fines imposed to 
the masters of the American steamers of the "Ward" line,of New 
York,of which Messrs,Hidalgo and Company are consignees, pending 
diplomatic negotiations at Madrid for the condonstion of the 
said fines,I have the honor to inform Y.E.in compliance with 
the directions gontained in your said communication that to-day, 
and in consequence, also, of an application of the said firm 
dated the lst_instant,order is given to the Custom house of 
this port,in attention to the resolutions decreed by the Su 
perior Authority in connection with previous proceedings of the 
above nauetined firm initiated fop the suspension.of similar 
fines to the present, to adopt.in this case the said suspension, 
| pending the resolutions of the diplomatic negotiations, pro- 
vided the fines in question are duly guaranteed to the satis- 


faction of the Collector of said Custom house. ‘" 


I trafeii t to you the above for your knowledge and cor- 
responding effects having also to inform you that for the 
compliance of these instructions you must deposit in the Span- 
ish Bank or in the Coffers of this Custom house the total am 
ount of the said fines within three days in the understanding 
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proceed to act 


God guard you many years.Habana,Sept.28,1896. 
(Signed) Y.Valdes, 
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as it may deem proper . 
Messrs.Hidalgo and Company. 
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ja Adaana 


Por ia Intendencia Gral.de. Hacienda con fecha 
25 del actaal se. dics a esta Adaana lo siguisatar 
“Bxmo.Sor.-Con asta fecaa digo al @xmo.Sor. 


‘Gobernador Gral.lo gue. sigue; ixao. tn vista de. ia atenta 
eonunicacion de ¥.ii.de 7 del actaal trasiladandome ia que. 
je ba dirigido oi Sr.Consal de los &.Unidos en suplica de 
gas. ares los procedinisatas de. apremios iniciados 


2. multas impusstas. a los capitanes de los 
ericaaos de. la linea‘Ward’de. Hew York de que. 
signatarios los Sras. Hidalgo y Gasinteria se.ra- 
a8 gestiones diplomaticas que. estan peadisates 


para lograr la coadenacion de las expresadas multas.ea 
Madrid, tengo @1 nonor do. sanifestar a ¥.8.e0 cumpliaiento 
de. bo que. se girve. preyvenirns. en 34. citada comanicacion ; 
que con esta fecha y a consecuencia tambien de. instancias 
Ge. Tos veferidos Srea.de. iro.del acteal,sobre este. parti-: 
 @ular sa ordema a la Aduana de este pusrto que en aton~ 
eion a resolacionss Saperiores. dictadas on expedisnies 
= anteriores. de. los aisaos interesados ‘para gas. se. dejen | 
om suspense. los. procedinientos iniciados ‘para el cobro da. 
 igaales pemalidades a lsa presontes,se adopts. on aste. 
caso la expresada suspension asta la resolucion de las / 
a citadas rechamaciones diplomaticas. siempre. quo: las ‘nultas ) 


en cuestion sean garantizadas . ‘debldanaata. a. Ser eatansion, 


- dal Sor sAdnor da 1a aludida Adaaaa. 


de. las “peferidas maltas en ¢] teraino de. tercero dia on 


q na | eee a ds. pasta su: coaseiaianto. yy efece 


sll istitair ea deponiae eel | 
spanol 0 ‘en la Gaja de esta. Adnoa.el total ixport Pe 
‘tatal. gencia d@..qus. si. 20 do efectuan 58. procedera a 4 
Ee — 5 
Ae Dios -gaarde.a -¥ds smashes. anos, 
—, 23 de Septiembre de. 4306. 
| --fiermado ¥.¥aldes. ~ 


Enclesure Xe, ™ 
With Despatch Ne, 6 oF 
actinic one Ooteber 


TRANSLATION. 
CUSTOM HOUSE of HABANA. 


In the proceedings initiated by the tax collecter's deputy 


Mr.Bermidio Gonzalez claiming the amount ef the fees due in 
the preceedings /waich thia Custem heuse instituted for the 
- geliection of sundry fines te the masters ef the steamers ef 
yeur consignment,the Intendancy General ef Finance has resolved 
on the 16th September last and 16th instant,te acknowledge 
the right ef said tax collecter's deputy te collect his fees, 
aud in virtue thereof has directed that through this Custom 
housé be applied te the case , the previsions established in the 
ruling Imetructien referring te debters te the Revenue, 
in dempliance with beth resolutions and whereas accerding 
te the liquidation made te that end and appreved by the Superie - 
iithority the tees referred te amount te ONE THOUSAND ONE 
UNDER ANG TEuWrY HIGHT DOLLARS and FIPTY NINE CENTS} you 
wilt please preceded to pay within three days,in the understand- 
ing that ff thie is net done, this Custem meee will be cempelle g 
to act aw ft may deen proper. 
Ged guard you many years, Habana Octeber 20,1896, 
(Signed) Y.¥aldes. 
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Admiaistracion de. la Adaana 
da. la Habana, Bn el expedisate. promovido por 91 comisionado | 
de. aprenios Don Darmidio Gonzalez reclamando el 
porte de las distas devengadas en el hiant 
que por asta Aduama se les Seguia ea cobro de varias 
“maltas a Capitanes da. los. vapores. de qas. som Vas, 
consignatarios, la Intendencia Gral.de. Hacienda en a+ 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


e of Tobacco Claims. 
Result of intervention not expected to be favorable. 


All the cases or "expedientes" to be sent to Madrid, 


One enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Octeber 26th,1896. 
Henérable William’*¥.Reckhill, 


Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washington,D.c, 


Sir: 

I have the hener te acknowledge the receipt ef yeur cable 
ef October 24th,citing the despatch from the United States 
Minister at Madrid in reference to te the expertation ef the 
American tebacce. 

In this connection I beg te enclese a communicatien ef the 


26th instant fr erner General Weyler on the subject. 


It will be ebserved that he confirms what he said to me 


im a personal interview,which has already been reported. 


The present status, therefere,seems to be po the claims 
of the American owners,whe contend that their tobacce was cen- 
tracted fer before the publication ef the pwhibitery decree ef 
last May,have been passed upen and disappreved by the Geverner 
General,and have been forwarded to the Madrid Government fer 
review and revision, | | “ 

I de net anticipate that a result will be reached favor- | 
able te the American ewners,because his pretest and repert will 
accempany the transmissien ef the “expediente",and it will be 
ef such a nature as to make it difficult fer his Gevernment te 


‘reverse it, 


——- 


I am,Sir,your obt @arganty” 


Yi 
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Me s. | 


1 Enclesure: Gevernor General to Mr.Lee,0ct.26,1896. 
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GENERAL GOVERNMENT of the 
: Island of Cuba. 
R 
To the Gonsul General of the United States, a ; 
) i ARE Habana. seat © — 
Sir: 


In addition to my mete of the 14th instant,in which 
I comminicated to you that I ‘hhad not received from my Govern-= 
ment any instruction respecting the claimsrmade by sundry 
American citizens to place no. obptacie to, the.shipment of 
their tobacco, have the honor to inform you that His Bx- 


céllency ty of ionted Minister in a telegram dated the 21st 
instant, advices me to send the claims of that nature pre- 
sented by Mr BRUNO DIAZ, WARSHAVER,SEEDENBERG, and Mr. 
FEDERICO. BAURIEDEL, to be duly proceeded with,specifying 


in @ach cage the derivation or source of those claims that 
may be formulated; to which I reply, by pune of this date, 
that the claims of American citizens regarding exppotation 
of tetancd ills been proceeded with and assess upon separ- 
ately,and that not having proven the existence of contracts 
previous to the Decree, they have been rejected in sondorntty 
with the opinion of the Solicitor of this Goverment, 
God guard you many years. 
HABANA, October 24,1896. 


(Signed) VALERIANO WEYLER. 


U. §. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
October 26th, 1896. 


HABANA, 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


_Beclosing an article from LA DISCUSSION, 


1 Enclosure, 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 26th » 1896. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,)D.Cc. 


I have the honor to transmit a translation of an article 
Which appeared in "LA DISCUSION",a paper published in this city, 


which is not the organ of any particular clique,but is rather 


independent in its expression; in consequence of the enclosed 


article the paper has been suppressed by the authorities here, 
and the editor has concealed himself to prevent arrest and im- 
prisonment, 

The article in question seems moderate in tone and I fail 
to discover why it should be regarded with such extreme aver- 
sion by. the Spanish ruler here. 

I send it simply as a specimen of the manner matters are 


conducted under the sway of an absolute monarch, 
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The "Previsional ‘Guardianship. * 
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this was prepesed by the ‘Herald ‘on | the 17 th. On the 18th. 
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it inserted twe interesting repertsy ene from Mr.Mariscal,Min- 
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Beis 5 


ister of Foreign ‘Affairs ef Mexiocejand the ether frem Mr. 
Remere, the Hlexican Minister at Washingten. | 

. The correspendent. nd : ef that ‘New Yerk pager telegraphs as 
fellews:-— mate Ky the Powe i de: of Wexeavela. ii “ag, ool 
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Mr .Remere states 


‘Len ef MY. Tpeere, ¢ 


~2. 
"neither would I’ de it, te. venture any epinion im regard te the 
‘matter: The Mexican’ Gevernment’isia sincere friend of Spain 


6, it is: net prebable that 
| ted. If the geod: effices 
"ef. the friendiy nations: could centribute te bring abeut a 
"peaceful. and. satisfacterp: solution fer all parties. cencerned, 
"I think thatcMexice would gladly jein any movement fer the at- 
i of that results)! 6s os so ilon oe 


“mare isan 1% wil de seen, great difference between the 
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‘perspectives pres ted by ‘Mr Remere in his able answer p and the 
"Seesaalaiin wea © by the gay ' BS i ie 

pe Remere sp@ake ef a solution "satisfactery fer all par- 
"tise —— a preclgins that Mexice is a friend ef Spain, 
The Herald yeopeaes & "Provisional Guardianship" of the 
fai tea States an@ Mexice, ever Cubajthat is te say,the elimi- 
M@itien ef Spain. 

The indicatien of Mr, Remere will er will Ret be accepted 
by the Madrid Gevprament, It is te be remembered that similar 
ones were Made by the President ef Venezuela,in his last Mes- 
sage, at @evernmeat (Spain) will prebably censider that beth 
are weltecessaty; but wERkcséeckbthing aggressive in them, The 
arenentyise ef ghe Herald -. te which eur New York colleague 

bbe, vastitrully,the example of Turkey - has for Spain 
the antitie of an aitdapt at dispeilsent. 

The "Previsional Guardianship" asked by the’ Herald, implies 
that Cuba lacks tie indispensible cenditiens mecessary te her 
independence, Then,why not continue te be Spanish? If she 
requires a guardian, her legitimate one is that ef Spain, It wa 
woyld be logical that Mexice should employ her goed offices 
in ehtaining form the Spanish Savereneat na. seen as possible, 
the ra@ica! referms promiggg and in getting the revelutienists 
te retura’te law and order. ‘We will say, repeating an expres- 
sien ef Mr.Remere, that thts would be *“satisfactery fer all 

"parties concerned*,and ot the —- ef thé“Herald,which 


is dangereus,as is all that com@s frem the intervention ef the 
nited States in the Cuban Question, 
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108 PUEBLOS HISPANO—AMER 


Ayer dimos 4 conocer algunas de las| El sefior Reners habla de una ‘solu- 
cién ‘‘satisfactoria para. todas las pal 


_ de Cuba, 

"Dain baat er pabliondo | A oolega uni 

articulo, en el.que propone que, para 
estacrestiOn;-de~-una: 


tar tnt % 


aqui re “oniela 


arr 
x5 
Bs 


y Z 
» ia) » cle « hoe " 


te, g jue cand ea | 
pero} no vera en lise 1 1a 
ja proposicién del poe} 
rae fa el correspon] ¢ el colega neoyorkino asoci 
( Mé.| peza; cl ejemplo de Tarqaf 
ide tener para Espafia més ca 
el dé un intento de ¢ ojo. : 


bre los ¢ 
, Seg dn el sefior hia 
lentes de los Estados Unidos y 
o siguieran la sugestién del alee 


“ i6n iria } ViES Teguiado 
| lotnacie, Hla ne Micl thal? 


ue sods publicidad anticip: 
ae 


a 


Eis ab, kncsiny <2 digote- prometic as y en conse 
| ola nosotros | Romero, ¢ 
Dice el sefior Romero: e factorio 5 nd 
i. ‘Sin. juste ucciopes de. mi, pier nol, P ere 


si saan una-eolneién pacifica ye 


- 
— 


- 


re. ; 


.rA 
AV. az 
pint 
*. 


sino que hubie 


, — - 
Pa ee 


ale 


o# 
? Ps 


e 
2 - 
Sand De. S...2.3..& eee. 
ay , | 


’ 


bie an os yt PT 
Fiala ol at ae y Fs 


ss » - : - um ~ . = ‘ “ . — o* niggers , at sa . 
aeanaie —- faci cme fr nwt fons ain Setieertial “wicket etait af Pl ai AY SS DANE ROI, OO 
. : : Me Se om 


Sood _ 2 ; ae > . : ‘ 2 ‘ . ~ 
see = hing Sine foal Op = praanare . AOR 1 Ed ORR AREY NERS A AIREY OP LE PIE EON = DERE FEE OLE ARI I See a vane ae a " Se ee 
QS 5. = me : ne Py An enn — vem - py nn sa = - - = - 


- ¥ ; = * Sgione Si att Nie wag — a 
Seg Penta ere 2 ee teneereneiynnnn thane Marie, Sete We a SF ns 2s 
De eee ROR ON EN 8 oy Se er Tena : 


os Fee = . — Sm a nee om, ener 
ee ae 4+ 2 Se earls EE ne |: PRE Peay ee  ggetin trem ts 


» 


October 26th,1896, 


r 


; 
: 
: 
: 


a aq 


Whereabouts of Mr.JOHN FUERSTENHO 
Can learn nothing concerning him. 


= 


Se CES CLIT I AE NT A Re SE Aa 
~ Eas ees ain a “3 Rt eR oo Aes 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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SABANA, October 26th,1896. 
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Hon? William W.Ré¢ekhili, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington. Dd. ¢. 


Sir: 
in reply to the Department's bapeeestins No .117,o0f 

7th iustant,with copy of letter from GUST‘ORTH,making inqui- 

ries as to whereabouts of his brother-in-law,JOHN PUERSTEN- 

HOEFPER, I sine to state, that nothing is known in this office 


concerning him. I have had inquiry made at the German Consulate 


POD ree ne 7 


at the German Relief Society,at a brewery where Germans are 


Se een Coe 


enmployed,but without success. Also at the office of the Civil 


Governmaent to ascertain if he had obtained a visa to his pass~ 
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port to leave the Island,but am informed his name does not 


appear in the record. 
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The foregoing is also commnicated by me to Mr.GUsti: 
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I all, Sir , 
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TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case ef Leuis Cowan, Junier. 


His application fer registration as a citizen of the 


United States. Three Enclosures. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Octeber 27th. 185. 


Apdistant Secretary ef St be 
Washington. : 


Sir?t- 
With reférence te yeur instruction Ne.83,ef the lOth. 
Seyvtember, relative te the request of Mr.leuis Cewan,Jr., 
whe desires recegnitien as a citizen af the United States, 
under Section 1995 ef Revised. Statutes,and registration at 
this effice a such,I hate now the henor te transmit,as fur- 
evidence called fer by the Department, 
a cepy-translation of an evidently authentic decument, the 
certificate of birth in this city,en March 24th.1639, and 
baptism ef Mr.Leuis Agapite Cowan, (the father of the appli- 
cant,the said Leuis Cewan,Jr.) as the sen of Wilsen Cewan ax 
Levisa Limbaugh,beth native citizens of the United States; 
and the certificate ef birth in this city on the ist.Neven- | 
// weet baptiam ef Leuis Cowan, the son ef Leuis A.Cewan 
ané Rita Sixta Berazaluce,beth natives sf Cuba. The erig- 
inals of these documents exhibited te me have been carefully 
amin. : and found te agree With the feregeing facts. I 
3 alse transmit the sworn statement of Mr-Louis ec age al | 
cbesting his residence in the United States. | 
 erd,I find that this case is one of hudreds that have 
arisen’ in this effice since the system of registering Ameri- 
can citizens commenced in 18% 
rican citizer » residing here of American par- 
ntage, jealous: ; strive te preserve the beon ef American 
oittsenship,and succeed in many cases,by reasen ef the 


y 


ther supplemeatar 


2. 
defective wording and interpretation ef eur laws upon nat- 
uralization, — 

With reference to this special case,1 Tin@ wpon exami- 
nation of the old rectras in thtd efrte 
Comm Wa registered About arch 1869,ehen G0 years of ago) 
under the Act “at Pebruary,2655ya8 the son of Américain parents; 

that he regletered himest? and wife f Janvery,}6%1; his 
widewed mother in 1872; wie brether Oscar in 1876,and that 
up-to T6877; he every year regularly presented fer reneral 
in compliance with law, the ced@ula,er police pass,issued te 
him by the Qevprnment. He considered himself a citizen ef 
the United States,as 428 the lecal autherities by the, isse- 
ance 6 hie of hie cedula. But there ic nothing beyend the 
mest vegué-expressien of an intention,te show that he over 
intends te return te the United Stetes,and resume duties,— 
which he never é@xercised,or a residence in the United States, 
after his son, the applicant, "finishes the liquidation of his 
business", 
ss Mr, Cowam, therefore, te be considered a bona fide citi- 
zen of the United States,at the time ef the birth ef his son, 
LouissIr.,from the fact he actually resided in the United — 
States at seme time? There ic a fear among citizens of this 
clasé whe have sons bern in Cuba,thad seme gay they may be 
called upon te perferm military service} hence the sentote 
te obtain registration as Americans. 

While Mir. Cowan, Jr... the applicant,avers that it is his 
intention te go te the United States seme iay te reside per- 
cea a pant gay Whether he actually intends te return 
or re er any service in suppert ef the Government ,or is a 
bene fide claimant, but that at this late day, vithis 
eof his majority te de pe ausidus te de registered, ie, in my 
epinieon,due te the Tact that he is seeking protection of the 
United States for his ewn interests. 
I om,Sir, 


-Leuis Cewan,Junior. 
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with Despatch Ne. AF a9: 
HABANA, Octeber | 7.1896, 
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* he 


uy APPIDAVIT BHOWING: ~ 
First I vas bern in Habana, Toland of Cuba in the 24th.of March, 
») Be 1839. 
Second, my | sen LOUIS CONAN, Junior, wes bern in the same city of Habana 
in the lst. ef Nevenber of the year 1865, | 
third, the first tine I went $e: ‘the United States was in the. year 
1848. My father took me ‘e ‘St Leute, tia where his nieces were 
his native ) nsey-tron aki be te ‘Put 1eceiphia,where we took 
= : “Leutse" and came te Habana. In the year 
1861 . vas font, te New York and a tew days afterwards went te 
arrytevn, Westchester Gty.,N.Y, where I resided till 
ts I lert ‘the College | and came te New Yerk 
city te str , resieing in Christie Street, Ne. 57, with the Sereyy. 
ef Mr Jas .B.Bensel,with when I Davee till the year 1660 
I was called to abana by my mether,as my father was way 
sick, dying twa months after y arrival, te say in the Siet.er 
Octeder, As I was working in New Yerk fer the firm ef Pesant 
Bres. they teek the . pbortunity of my coming te this city te 
leave me ompley in the branch ef their house established in 
this city, being my mother eld I remained. 
My heme I have alvays considered the United States, and 
after my sen finishes the Liquidation ef his business, ve will 
be back te the United ‘States, te Mew York where I hope net to» 


wy residence of i Habana have been condidered 


“(atanee —e Ae Cowen. 


Swern to and subscribed 8 ype : all 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


ee awe oe 2 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Octebder, 27th. 1896 ° 


Honorable Williem 8. Reckhill, 

Assistant Secretary er State, 

Washington. | 
Sir: - 

I have the honer te call the Departzent's attention to 
the past and present methods wmpleyed in the registratien 
ef citizens en this Island,because defects exist Which, in 
my opinion,give much treuble,and fer which a remedy could be 
found by a change in the laws now fs force on the subject. 

I learg that formerly the fereigner who engaged in bus- 
iness er desired te restde in Cuba,was obliged te take out 
what was called a “earta de domicilio",er domiciliary letter, 
ene of the previsions of which was that after a certain time, 
three years,I think,he was bound te beceme a Spanish subject. 

Shertiy after the breaking out ef the last insurrection, 
~ that ef 1868/78 ~ after certain treubles te which it gave 
rise in January 1669,such as the exctésses committed by the 
volunteers ef Habana,which resuited in the murder of an Amer- 
ican citizen,the then U.S.Vice Censul General in this city, 
Mr .HR.De La Reintrie,called upon all Americane to present 
themselves at the Censulate General and @ be provided with 
a certificate of their nationality as a safe conduct fer 
their pretection. His example was foliewed by ether fereign 
Censuls,whe epened registers at their effices. Mr.De La 
Reintrie was recalled ir February, and Consul Hall,of Matanzas, 
was ordered te assume charge. The Pelitical Secretary ef the 

Superior Gevernment,as the Government ef the Island was then 
styled, requested Mr .Hall,and other Consuls as well,te furnish 
him with a list ef such registered persons with a view of 


2. 
furnishing them certificates of safé-conduot, signed by the 
Governor General. - (Mr. Hall te the Department ef State, 
No.6.March 11.1669.) - This was done and Mr.Hall stated to 
the Department thet of the 109 nasses he finds registered, 55 
are naturalized citizens and of these,52 were natives of the 
Igland.+~ I annex a copy ef & salvo-conducte ef that time. 

This practice was kept up until 1670,the Consuls ef. eth- 
er ports of the Island pending their lists of registered 
resident American citizens te Hebana,te obtain the desired 
document from the Geheral Gevernment. During this year was 
published the "Law relating to Foreigners Residing in the 
Colenies",ef the 4th.of July,1870,which defined the status ef 
all fereigners;their residence; pelitical and civil condition; 
and the rights of fereign vexsels, 

Art: 7 ef this Law requires that every fersigner,te be 
considered a6 such,must be registered in the registers to be 
kept in the Superier Civil Governments, and at the respective 
Censulates,upon presentation ef proper documentary proof. 
art: S stated what data was required as to age,birthplace, 
profession, domicile and famity, etc. Art: 9 that the regis-~ 
ters of the Consulates should not be of legal validity unless 
they agreed with the tepivter of the Government. A ‘cedula 
‘ re or forecgner’s pass would then be issued to the 
interested party te accredit the identity ef his person, and 
give him permission to reside and travel freely ever the 
territery of the Island. ‘These cedulas were issued by the 


Government, witheut charge ~ (art! 14)- upon the Censui's ap- 


plication,whe would reesive and distribute them te the other 
Consulates ef his nation on the Island,as required. Being 
valid fer only one year, every year the Consular efficers in 
Habana ware obliged te get them renewed,e. proceeding which 
gradually entailed upen this office at least, much extra 


laber and correspondence. 
In February 1677, the ieivednearnt decreed that the Cedulas 


— ‘esl = 


when presented for renewal should be meee as geod for one 


year Lengeryenten Bavéed the treuble of 168ing new ones. 
hia prattics wad again changed in tensequence of the Royal 
Order bf July 21st.1880,that «22 foreigners démiciled after 
1881 should previde thomselvés with osdulas de veciméded or 
residence cortititates,as was required of the *hacionales" 
er Spamierds, - and pay the same tex ad tue Pquited of them, 
the sald documents te ¢ sesued by the Sicéi@es de Barrie, 
by renewal eroupen e certificate tf indcription in the Regis- 
ter ef the Civil Gevernment of the Provinces. Whence the 
practice obtained for meny ¢)tinens whe were registered at | 
their menpective Cenpuiates,te precure their cegulas without 
any intervention of the Consul,and many of the Algaldes,for | 
the greater part ignorant and prejudiced,weuld interpret the | 
qaid regulation te man that gedulas must be issued te for- | 
signers similar te these issued te Gpaniards,and weuld issne 
ond renee year after yoar,cedales in which the citizenship ef 
the helder was not expypenedsand in all other respects would — 
resemble the cedulas issued te Spaniards. | | 

_ @ais office hhe registered newly arrived citizens upon 
re tation of the proper decuments, passpert and naturali- 
sation certificate, and iseued te then the wgual certificates 
ef inscription addressed te the Governet of the Prevince, 
with 4 | s te present them at that effice fer as ll 
tration and t@ sbtein the cedula,but these citizens would 
informed that such a register was ne lenger kept, that they 
y thelr certificates ve thé Alcaides ap Barrié,who 

c ua eend then this — would — 


_—s 


we 


= a ye prevent ont: could a no Wetary Public who could 
aie ssonee wiiiees to regain but « 
unee ne pout gat a visa te 
was goed for one 
the viea for an- 


other month and - onsets oe 1 
: hos it suited the senventence ant interest 


4. 
ef many less scrupulous citizens not te have their citizen- 
ship generally known. Such obtained employment from Government 
offices where ordinarily none but Spaniar@s wers employed, 
and concealed the fact ef their citizenship. I know ef ene 
case,a mechanic American born,who has resided here 30 years, 
married and has a large family,and who has been empleyed with 
his son at the Arsenal,but never acknowledged his citigen- 
ship,neor fer years has asked the intervention of this office 
im regard te his papers. 
-ment,business being depressed and his finaneial condition 
bad, has within a week applied te this office te efferd him 
proteétion and relief in the shape of transportation for 
himself and family te the United States,believing that it is 
the duty ef the Gevernment to do 80, 
im informed that in ether cases many whe were regis- 
tered here as citizens have had their cedulas 


a ie titi —— 


New,fearful ef lesing his empley- 


exchanged in the 


manner described,and in all respects conduc ted themselves as 
Spanish subjects, but whe lately,to serve their convenience, 
have produced their American papers and claimed certificates 
ef their registration in this office in order te comply with 
and obtain registration under General Weyler's decree of July 
last, — 
There does not appear te be any limitation to the Ameri- 
can citizenship of a naturalized Cuban, whe returns te his 
ewn country and resumes his former residence, The United 
States has a number of treaties entered inte with Germany, 
Denmark,and other nations, whereby @ native of these countries 
whe has acquired Amsrican citizenship,and returns te his own 


@@untry and resides there ever two years,leses his acquired 


It is obvious that from this cause alone,viz; - no limi- 
tation te the duration ef Cuban acquired citizenship - is to 
be ascribed many ef the disagreeable relations between the 
|“ United States and Spain, 


5. 
The registratien new being made at the General Gevern- 


ment ef foreigners in the Island, under General Weyler's de- 
cree of July, ‘AAth. last, is more. strict in its requirements 
and more oppressive en the foreigner. The decree (ferward- 
ed to the Department in my No.54,July 16th.) alludes te the 
want of observance on the part ef resident foreigners of the 
Law of July. 4th.1870,and the Law ef Civil Register ef 1884, 
and the frequency with which they concealer ir 
status of fereigner as it may faver or prejudice them, 
One month was allewed within which te register,which peried 
was afterwards extended till Sist,Octebder, The decree alse 
~ ieelLeves that all feréeigners whe shall net have registered 
within the specified period may not inveke the laws or 
privileges conceded them by law, - but this peint has al- 
ready received the attention ef the Department in its in- 
structions Ne.49 of August 4th,,and We.@1 of September 9th. 
Naturelized Cuban Americans specially have been put te 
censiderable treuble te fulfil this requirement,and even 
heavy expense te obtain and present certificates ef their 
birth, marriage,and birth ef their children,and alse precure 
twe Spanish witnesses te identify them, Many have desisted 
from registering en this account,while ethe rs have eagerly 
seized the eppertunity te inscribe themselves,and their 
chiléren whe perhaps weuld not receive recegnition at this 
n that Manuel A, Pelaez,whese case was repert- 
ed in Ne .33,July 4th.,has registered his wife and children 
| nt,and obtained certificates ef their 
werican citizens from this Gevernment ,while 
partment ef State rejected his 
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Enclosure No.1. 
With Despatch No. / Gs 

ae 
HABANA, October a) 1896, 


CONSULADO GENERAL de los 
ESTADCS UNIDOS DE AMERICA,@n la HABANA. 
oe ow me ae we () me we me me we 


CERTIFICO que el portador de la presente,D. - - - = 


es ciudadano de los Estados Unidos de America,vecino de - - - - 
calle de - y de profesion, 
Por lo tanto,suplico’a toda autoridad civil 6 militar de 


sta Ysla se sirva concederle,como tal c@iudadano de los Estados 


cS ®@ 


nidos,toda la debida proteccion y amparo. 


*“OpeseieqUut [sp vwuaats 


DADO bajo mi mano y el sello de este Consulado 
General en la HABANA el dia ---- de 1870 


Consul General. 


Translation. 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL at HABANA. 
I hereby certify that the bearer of this document,Mr,---- 
is a citizen of the United States of America,resident of,----~ 
and his profession is --- a 
I therefore request all vivil and military authorities 
of this Island to please grant him as such citizen of the 
United States all lawful aid and protection. 


"“seTeeqd eug JO oun {eUsTS 


Given under my hand and the seal of this Consulate 
General at HABANA, the of - is'70, 


Consul General. 
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With Despatch No. /9 
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HABANA, Octoder e/ 14896, 


A OD EE TY ee OE OE OD OO ae ee ee He) ER Ee oe FOR eRe ION ree op 


GOBIERNO SUPERIOR POLITICO de la Ysila 


f de Cuba. Secretaria. 

o. DON FELIPE GINOVES ESPI NAR, General endo Cabo de 1a isla de 

o. Cuba y en la actualidad Capitan Géneral interino y Goberandor 

& Superior Politico, 

et CERTIFICO : Que el portador: de la presente,D.- - - - - - 
i a es natural de los Estados Unidos, vecino de esta eutiit Sat. oxic 
= :: de+-++~ =~ y-de profesion.- - - - 
2 POR lo tanto toda autoridad civil 6 militar de esta Ysla 
- 16 concederaé como tal, siibai to americano, da debida proteccion y 

amparo Slempre que sus actos no ae: opongan a ninguna de las 
ae leyes que regen en esta provincia: 
; : ee a. - de --+-~~ de 1669. at 
3 | FELIPE GENOVES BSPIMAR. 


(Seal) 


aa act Numero. 
Translation, 


SUPERIOR POLITICAL GOVERNMEN? of the 
Island of Cuba, Office or the Secretary. 


: eanqeus ts 


Don. FELIPE GENOVES ESPINAR, General 2ndo Cabo of the Isiand 
Sor Cuba and at present Captain General ad Interim and Superior 
Port Fiear wevormer, 


DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the bearer of this document Mr.--+~ : 


“AeRzRBeQq J 


is a native of ‘the United states,reaident of this city at No. 


a iui katate St. and by profession,-------~-~, 
3 THEREFORE, all the civil and military authorities. of this 
= faknat oiak gies: as such American subsect, al. due aid and pro- 
ca ba 8S tection, provided his acts” are: ee i i lt er ‘any of the laws 
aE ruling in this province... Tae ae Ha i. sh 
Het HABANA, June 1869. 
ak Seni. EES ~ ‘WSLIPS oaNoves ESPINAR. 


Registered at No aan 


tae 2 


\ 
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oe CABLE MESSAGE. 
THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


INCORPORATED 


All CABLE MESSAGES received for transmission nvust be written on the Message Blanks provided by this Company for that purpose, under and subject t¢ 
he conditions printed thereon, and on the back hereof, which conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the following message. 


THOS. T. ECKERT, President and General Manager. 


TWO AMERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO CREAT BRITAIN. 
ONNECTS atso with FIVE ANCLO-AMERICAN ano ONE DIRECT VU. S. ATLANTIC CABLES. 
DIRECT CABLE COMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY AND FRANCE. 
SLE CONNECTION witht CUBA, WEST INDIES, MEXICO 4n>0 CENTRAL 4n0 SOUTH AMERICA. 
/ MESSACES SENT TO, AND RECEIVED "FROM, ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 


OFFI CHS IN AMERICA. 
All Offices (21,000) of the Western Union Telegraph Company and its Connections. 


OF EFICHS IN GREAT BRITAIN : 
YONDON: LIVERPOOL: No. 8 Rumford Street. 
No. 21 Royal Exchange, E. C. CLASCOW: No. 29 Cordon St. and No. 4 Waterloo St. 
No. i109 Fenchurch Street, E. C. BRISTOL: Backhal! Chembers. 


NUMBER SENT BY REC'D BY No. OF WORDS. | : FROM 


U.S. Govt. Havana 


shin a. 


Onn “4 


jo] 29)9¢ 


« Secy State Washington 
Intendente agrees suspénd execution Fees Ward and Co. for forty 


eight hours began to levy to-day to sell in twenty four thereafter 


Lee. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Ts 
5 SGOT oe 
Ses Se ait 
ees 


HABANA, October 31.1896. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, October 31.1896. 
Honorable W. W. Rockhill, 3 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, 
Sir:- 
I append for confirmation copies of telegrams received, 
and transmitted to the Department of State. 


Your obediext 


Wasaington,0ct.24.1896. 
Lee,Consul General,Hebana. 


United States Minister at Madrid cables the Department 
as follows:~ Minister for Foreign Affairs after a Cabinet 
meeting says Spanish Government mainteins ite promise made 
as to shipment tobacco purchased before decree. Telegraphic 

imstructions sent Governor General directing him to pass 
upon evidence in each case presented in a spirit of justice 
and equity. Government will not assume that he has acted 
improperly On any case prior to re-examination here. Cases 
already presented by me under examination. 

(signed ) Rockhill. 
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Washington,0ct.29.1696. . 2 


Lee, Consul General,Habana, oe 


cache ted 


Rn 


In matter of levydexecution fees on Ward and Co ask 
at once suspension, until Madrid Goverment replies to Desnest 
made it,by our Minister on cable instructions sent him yes- 
terday. Report result by cable. i 
(signed) Rockhill. 


~ 


rod 


Assistant Secretary of State,Washi 
18000 troops now moving in two columns on Maceo. 
_, (signed) Lee 


Assistant Secretary of State, Washington,D.c. oes 


~* * i abe 


Ward Line Steamers threatened immediate levy for 


' 


“deputies® fees supplemenjal to fines. See my 193, Ask Madric 


ng are settled, Urgent. 


™. 


order suspension until matters pe: 


si eC Pag - 
Sat Mat leh pha 4 eG 
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(signed) Lee 


$ 


Assistant @ 
Intemiente agrees suspend ‘Weiestica a 
48 hours. Began to levy t To sell in 24 hours thereafter. 
(signed) lee ae 
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ANT SECRES > 


Bus Relative o the visa to passports of chinese to enter 


i 
the United States. 2 


No. 200 . 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 31st,1896. 


Horm: William W.Rockhili, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washingtom. D. C. 


With reference to imstruction No.122 of the 9th instant, 
and copy of a communication to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
by Mr.SCHARF,Chinese Inspector,relative to aileged irregula- 
rities in certificates of chinese persons desiring to enter 
the United States,and the statement regarding the action of 
this office and the fees collected by "some one" for visa~ 
ing' such certificates, I beg to state in reply that this 
office has no knowledge of the charges made. The only fee 
collected for the visa tp passports of chinese is ome dollar, 
U.S.or its equivalent, and this fee is credited to the U.S. 
in the quarterly returns. 

Shortly after my arrival here,Mr.¥YU SHI YI, my chinese 
colleague, requested me not to visa amy passport that had been 
Once used,and informed me of other precautions adopted to 
prevent fraud and abuse in that respect. I refer to my No.45 
of July 9th,and No.62 of July 22,im reply to the Department's 
imstruction No.24 of 3rd July,and also to my 108,which de- 
scribed the manner im which passports issued by the Chinese 
Consul,are visaed at this office. 

The visa to passports of gk#mese persons in transit 
across the territory of the Umited States to and from a for- 
eign country explicitly states that it is "good for the U.S. 
"in transit for China,via Canada,vancouver,etc,in accordance 

“with Art:3 of the treaty between the U.S.and China of Dec- 
"ember 8th, 1894." Moreover,a déseriptive list signed by 


No.200., 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


the Ghimese Consul and myself is forwarded to the Collector 
of the port where the chinese will land. Those passports 
issued by the consul for persons to enter the U.S.upon 
certificates of affidavits of identity,etc,are always pre- 
sented to me accompanied by said certificates for their 
examination in conformity,and if found in order,such pass- 
ports after examination and comparison with the holders,are 
visaed. This office has no means for further investigation 
in the premises and accepts the certificate of the Chinese 
Consul Generalias prime facie evidence of the right of the 
holder to enter the,United States. 

The consul against whom the Inspector complains in his 
letter has left for China upon a six months leave and is re- 
placed by Mr.Li YUNG YOW, formerly of San Francisco. 

I am, Sir, 


Your oveaez 


TE GENERAL. 


October JS !, 1896. 


of AMERICAN INTERESTS in the @istrict of CIBNFUEGOS. 
damages and injuries to seme by reason of present insurrection, 


eo cw ae coe eC) nn ce ee ome ee 


Be Data in the form 8) inventories and ap- 


coasting, : 
- ome - - 
Ne et 


praisements of real am personal property,filed in 

this office ; , , x ‘ ; $5, 747,878.46 
bs Property, the owners of which have not filed 

inventory and appraisementj estimated carefully, ee 


. + 


¢. , To above may be properly added certain Aneri- 


a i a a et kan tateaiecy dian al erabedeenni pubic 
ce s - ene = P 5 -- y+ 
Dy ea ae Se TF Se ie ee Pe 


can interests in form of mortgages,advances of mo- 
n | 
ney,machinery,etc to planters whose properties hav 


| from best inform'n)$2,150,000. 


2 OP at OP OR ee oe EE we an we oe oe 


$12,047,878.- 
~~ 66566666665 6566 ~- 


been destroyed,which I est; 


Damages and tajeries sustainedby citizens of 
U.S. by reason of the insprrection, vizt- } 
a From data in this office in form of sworn be 
4 statements which have been forwarded to Scan © 498,46€,'78 © 
@. _. Batimate of damages sustained by sundry Amer- a 


‘iean citizens,who being resident in this locality 


$2,998,468.76 


prefer, for obvious reasons to delay present’s c'lmg§2, 500,000.- 


filed at 


by the insur- 


9,924.86 
8,422.65 
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CIENPUEGOS. 
Brought over & $7,902.21 
March 7,1896. Memorial of J.Ma Jimenez to the ) 
Secretary of State,claim for + - j8 19,090.45 
66,992.66 


rR i N TDA D : ome nomena 
March 10,1896. Manuel de la Torre,statement sworn) 
to and filed with Consular Agent, 


March 10,1896. P.M,Beal, files statement of cane 
burnt byb insurgents,without stat- 


) 

for property destroyed. )$ 37,450.- 
| 
) 


ing value thereof ¢ 


Al ee a 


94,442.66 


Sienfuegos, October 27th, 1896 
Vice Consul. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Ooteber 7/ 1696. 


GLAIMS filed at HABANA, and sent te Department ef State. 
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Date. Vith Deep: — - 
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Amount claimed. 


1896 
Jan. 5, Henry Heidegger. $  26,000.- 
._ 100, 000.- 
Feb. 25, » *  85,523,- 
March 26;  ## 2646, " 5,000.- 
Aprti 6. 2676. " 15,000 .- 
° 6. #006. *" 125,000.- 
* 2, 9677, *  200,000.- 
" ii. 2886. * 156, 500,- 
* 16. 2909, José R. d6 los Reyes & wifs 729,161.- 
>" 2. #00. Jooé G. & José M. Delgado. 178, 534.- 
[_— pom. Andree 1. Terry. $  3354,905.- 


° 2928. * 652,900.- 
- 2956. ° $5,000.- 
" 2037. n 88,000 .- 
2948, ane Peres Crus & wife! 70,900.- 

2%. Hyatt. " 41284,707.- 


250,000.- 


40, 400 ,.- 
Pais 500 ,.- 


a a 


R. Parres,Att'y. 
A.V.de Goicuria. 


Juana M.de Maragliane. 
ese @.te > 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October %/7. 


REPORT of AMERICAN INTERESTS in the PROVINCE of MATANZAS; 


damages and injuries: to same by reason of present insurrection. 
oe et et ee oe ae ee 


AMERICAN INTERESTS: estimated from commercial lists, bro- 
ker's schedules,etc. (correct) $8.750.000. 


DAMAGES to AMERICAN INTERESTS, by reason of present in- 


surrection. Low approximate estimate 45 per cent $3 .937.500. 


CLAIMS on file,not transmitted to Washington,~- none. 
(Signed) A.C.Brice, 


U.S Consul . 
Matanzas,October 24th,1896, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 31,1896, 


REPORT of AMERICAN INTERESTS in district of SAGUA la GRANDE. 
Damages and injuries to same by the present insurrection. 


tempt weet ms Cfecirions er sms 


Crop of 1894/95,the last the mills have been able to grind , 
amounted approximately to 266,000 bags of 325 lbs each, which 
&t an average of 4 reals,or 2cts,makes an estimated value of 
$1,729,000, 


- Impossible to place a correct value to this property,yet 


when considered that these American owned mills are large Cen- 
trals appraised at commencement of the insurrection from half 
to one million dollars each,it will be seen that large capital 
is involved, 


Of the Centrais as well as the "Yngenios" but two are 


protected,the others having been abandoned and the owners with 


their familes driven to seek safety in the garrisoned towns. 


I estimate their value to have been..- $7,500,000. _. 


As they are to-@ay,abandoned,some burned to the ground,others 
stripped of important machinery,stock gone, etc, but little 
value,apart from the land,remains. 

The insurgents having Warned planters not to attempt to 
grind, and without means of drawing cane to the railroads or 
milis renders it impossible to make a crop the approaching 
season, | 

There are uo claims on filie,but many claimants who do not 
dare as yet to present themselves to make claims for fear of 
vlolence from Spanish guerrillas. 

SAGUA ,0ct?26, 1896. 
(Signed) WALTER DARKER. 


Consul. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Geteder J/* 1066. 


List of American citizens in Cuba in prison and 
awaiting trial. 


Date of arrest. | : | Prescut location. 


eee ee ee ee ee Ce ee ee ee ee ee 


1895. Pebruary.24.(1) Julio Sanguily. Cabafias Fort. 
1896 ,April 25.(2) Alfredo Laborde * " ("competitor") 
" * (8) Ona Milton, " 
"  .® (4) Charles Leavitt. . 
* * (5) William Barnett. ’ 
" * {(6) Wn. Gildea, (Liverpool.) ° 
January 12.(7) Joseph L.Cepero. Santa Clara. 
May 15.(8) Prancis J.herrieu, Cardenas. 
July 7.(9) Louis Someillan, Habana Jail. 
ae 9(10) Manuel Fernandez Chaquielo. Fort "Cabafia". 
“re = =—_:« 121) Jorge Aguirre. n " 
September 1(12) Oscar Cespedes. Matanzas. 
- 7(13) Antonio Suarez del Villar. Cienfuegos. 
on 21(14) Eeteban Venero. Los Palos. 
October 415) Adolphus Torres.  ‘Sagua la Grande. 


U. §. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 9/. 1896. 


MONTHLY RECEIPTS of customs duties upon importations, 
received at the 15 Custom Houses of the Islandjwhich are 
HABANA, --- 
$.de CUBA,--~--~TRINIDAD,- 

NUEVITAS , ----~-MANZANTLLO, ----@2BARA, ~~ 
GUANTANAMO, ZAZA, and SANTA CRUZ. 
28 9 5, 
eae 847,649.82 
. ‘ 716,356.93 
oe 905,385.96 
° 680,221.55 
751,536.98 
755,598.75 
712,505.76 
624,448.04 
610,198.66 
601,391.70 
764,614.63 
611,021.68. 


596,752.12 
426,608.57 
220 5641.16 
400,22%.20 
$09,124.55 
571,642.29 
701,517.26 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


BANA, waNZANILLO, , CUBA, Nov. 4th.1896 


REPORT of the EXTENT of AMERICAN INTERESTS in this DISTRICT. 
DAMAGES and INJURIRS WHICH HAVE SUSTAINED BY REASON OF THE 
PRESENT INSURRECTION,and the CLAIMS ESTABLISHED in VIRTUE 
THEREOF . 


1, No claim whatever for the reasons mentioned has been made 
here by any citizen of the U.S. 
2. No data exists in this Office with regard to the extent and 
value of the properties owned here by said citizens,and as 
most of them have left the Island,I can but trust to my per- 
sonal knowledge of the persons and of the country for forming 
said report, which of course,cannot under such circumstances, 
be very correct. 

1, The firm of J.L. Ramirez & Co.which is composed of 
Messrs.José L.Ramirez,his son,and Mrs;Ramirez, the olor. son 
deceased 3 years ago,Mr.Charles H.Ramirez,and leaving three 
children, the first mentioned Mr.Ramirez. daughter-in-lavw, 
Mrs.Aricia Oro,married to his son Mr.Francis J.Ramirez; all 
these are citizens of the U.S.,and residing in New York. 

The other parties interested in the said firm-are Mrs. 
Consuelo Ore, married to Mr, B.M.Marty,and residing just now in 
Jamaica, ‘and myself. 

This Tira pessosees the Sugar Estate "SALVADOR", in which 

: has been invested some 550 000.3 the Estate has suffered dam- 
age to not seenatéovabie extent, owing to the interruptions 
and increased expenses of the two last crops caused by the 
revolution, the burning of wire fences and of houses belonging 
to the Estate and its colony, besides the destruction of cattle; 
but it would require a very minute study to be able to form 


even an apeenntanee calculation of the value of the loss sus- 
tained, . ore 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 

HABANA, 
The firm owns also cattle amounting at the outbreak of the 
revolution to about 7000 to 8000 head,valued at some $80,000. 
the cattle being reared on the haciendas or farms of Cabani- 

‘wowed guan and ViraméyT there were besides on these farms some 300 

to 400 horses of different sexes and ages,valued at some 
$5000. to $7000. These lands are situated to the west of 
this place,bordering on the sea,between this and the town of 
Sta.Cruz,partly in the jurisdictions of Bayamo,Las Tuhas (Vic- 
teria) and Pte. Principe; and conprise some 6000 caballerias 
(ab@ut 200,000 acres) and beleng to the above mentioned Mr. 
J.l,.Ramirez and the also mentioned Mré<cAricia Ramirez,born 
Oro,and Mrs.Consuelo Marsé,born Oro. 

These lands were rented by the firm of J.L.Ramirez & Co, 
for the purpose of breeding the cattle already mentioned and 
for drawing ef wood of which “ which there are large forests, 
especially mahogany and cedar. 

Little is actually known of these lands and cattle,as the 
only place occupied by the Spanish Government is the Zanja 
on the seaboard where there is afort earriemed by about 100 
men,all the rest of these lands being under the exclusive con- - 
trol of the rebels,and all communication therefore being cut 
eff, it is impossible to form an idea of the state of the cat- 


tor rywnen tn the month of May last the fort in the 
anja was attacked by the rebels, and General Andres Gonzalez 
‘om here to the Zanja for the purpose of aiding 
Co, ee phe sent on a column tren there to 
agiley,the principal farm on said lands with orders to 
undéi — that it was gredel encampment, al> 
bels were there. The popular version of this feat 
om 1863. Agen: soldters)is that the 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. | 


HABANA, 


at the Jagiiey “was qonkey all decorated with flowers and 
wreaths" which had been left there in the garden to receive 
the Spaniards,of course a trick of the rebels. 

The troops meanwhile complied with their orders and 
burmt the houses on the place valued at $7060. to $8000.and 
of this I gave an account te Consul Hyatt in my letter of Sth. 
May last, 

2, Mesers J,Rigney & Co,,owners of the sugar estate 
"TEREGA", Situated at Ceiba Hueca: it contains{0000 acres of 
land, 9000 acquired by purchase, and 1000 under lease. There 
are about 5600 acres of this land growing sugar cane. The 
investment in the plantation is appromimately $1, 565,000.,Am. 
goid,as per following items: 

Lands $85000, : Sugar Cane $370,000. : Buildings $125,000. 
Machinery $850,000, : Cattle Carts ete. $135,000........ 

This property was abandoned by the Span:forces,when it was im- 
mediately looted by the rebels,who carried off the cattle, some 
25,000 empty sugar bags, household furniture, bedding, clothes, 
tools ete,,valued at least at $100,000, Besides this the Es- 
tate has had losses by burnt canes,irregularly and imcreased 
expenses in grinding,houses burnt by the rebels etc,,which 
Mr,Rigney leosely calculates at about $300,000. 

‘8, Mr.Manuel Romagosa and his wife, Mrs.Claudina Romagosa, 
born Buelta,own the potrere (a farm fenced in and planted with 
ifieial pasture) "REPELON* » and the haciendas,or farms for 
ANA", "GAN VICENTE", "OROZCO, "SAN ANTONIO", 
“T4QUADO"S EA 6 OLALLAY and *GARATAS", comprising some 400 cab- 

| (about 15000 sores) and containing about 800C head of 
atisaaeds or some $280,000, All this deb tne has disap-— 
st vat naviong § been taken ow by the "apnea 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


On the Sugar Estate "SAN RAMON",of which he was a share~- 
holder and besides owned canes,houses etc.,his interest was 
about $150,000, 

This Estate has likewise sustainted losses in the same 
proportion as the others already mentioned. 
4. Mr.¥.J.Calvar owns the potreros "CANADA" “HONDA",with 


some 100 to 120 caballerias (8500 te 4000 acres) "SAI MIGUEL" 
and "RANCHON",with some SO to 40 caballerias(1000 to 1300 
acres) and the hacienda "LA VEINTE y UNA", with,I believe, some 
some 3000 to 4000 head of cattle,all of which have been taken 
off by the rebels,and the farm dnatroyet and mostly burnt, 
partly by the rebels and partly by ths Span: soldiers. 

5. Mr.Pr.de B.Bertet possesses some property here valued 
at about $5000.te $6000. 

6. Mr, Eladio Aguilera aha his wife also own property here 
in town of about the Same yalue:gnd he had besides some 600 
head of cattle on a farm belonging to his mother in law; all of 
this cattle has been taken away by the Insurgents,and the 
farm burnt and destroyed. 

7. Mr. Santiago Gordiile also has some property in this 
city,! bélieve,to the amount of $1500 to’ $2000, 

Besides these rLouis Felipe Sanchez,Mr.Richard R.de 
Cespedes,and Mr.Charles M/Cespedes,two latter absent from the 


Island,also possess property in the gountry in this district, 
but I not aware to what extent, ee 

I myself own the potrere and farms "EL RFZON" and "LIMONES 
ABAJO* consisting of some 80 cabellerias (about 2600 acres) 
with about 1700 head of cattle,in which was invested some 
$27,000. The cattle have been taken off by the Insurgents, 


and the property destroyed. 
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Geverment at Washington, 


Lee, Censul General, Habana. 
Bring with yeu if practicable repert shewing the extent of 


American interests in Cuba, injury therete frem Insurrectien 
and the continuance ef same, alse claims fer such injury, if 


amy net on file here, and list ef American citizens in Cub 
prisen and awaiting trial. 


(Signed) Olney. 
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- “Uitimes: fust legos por el General Molguizs. 

| | Rafael Mojene. Lechero.Viejo de 60 £ 70 afios de edad. 
Faustino Rodriguez. Tabaquero rezagador, 

Peblo Valdés,conocido por Jubito. ia. id. 


 Refael Gonzalez. Barbero. 


- |gulien Gonzalez. Labrador. 
" Diego Delgado. id. id, 

iLuis Delgado. id. id, 
José Cealesenz Castillo. Yerbero. 
Febien Valdés. Carpintero. 
‘fomés Gonzalez. Cocinero. 
Pedro Collazo. Eseogedor de tabaco, 
Benigno Merales. Labrador. 
Jacinto Herrera. Jornalero. 
Joaquin Ameti. Jornalero, 
~ Paulino Pefialver. Carpintero. 
Juan Perez. Leshero. 
a Margarito Carrera.Jornalero. 

- Paulino Delgado. Labrador. 
José Domingo Pluma. Jordalero. 
Luis Pluma. Jornalero. 
Paulino Zayas. id. 
Agustin Larrinaga. Ld. 
Mauricio Carbé. id. 
| Agustin Martinez.Labrador,. a 
 Bernabé alias *%el chino platero. | 

Luis Herrera (4) "Colorado. Jornalero. 
Un muchacho llamado Martinez,de ofioio dulcero. 
| Los } demés: hasta 52 son individuos 


2 Podido averi guar. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
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October 31 91896. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. . 


a 
MB DO DO EET 


at ++ Speeder 


HABANA, October 31,1896. 


Hon? William W.Rockhill, 


ore. eet Sane 2s 


Assistant Secretary of State. 
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Washington. D. C. 


Sirt~ 


a Bp Bir RP nS 
Bess = -0 nba etaodaaes 


I have the homor to acknowledge the receapt of the ‘ 


Department's instructions from No.115 of October 5th to | 


No. 147,0ctober 273; also the circular of the Department of 


SR Cag es. Ieee mine 2 


State dated October 2nd, which has my attention. 


' angie: e 


ee 2 a ae ~ Fy ange 


Your obedient 4 


C ak General. 
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HABANA, October 31,1896, 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


visiug having obtained leave of absence, and departure 


for United States. 


, 


eee we ee i me rom ee wm Ce mee ne ae se eS 


2 enclosures. 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 31,1896. 
: William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washktncgton. OD. C. 


Availing myself of the leave of absence with permission 
to visit the United Shaves, grated me by the Honorablé Secretary 
of State,I now have the honor to advise you that I shall leave 
for New York,by American steamer "VIGILANCIA", tomorrow, and 
consequently my leave should count from tomorrow's date. 

| During my abgjence the office will be in charge of Mr. 

SOSETH A. SPRINGER, U.S.Consular Clerk and Vice Consul General. 
I enclose herewith copy of agreement made with him regarding 
compensation during my absence. 

fT also enclose Mr. SPRINGEP 'S receipt for the Cypher Code 
No.26,0f the Department. 

My address while on leave in the United States will be 
care Of the Department of Stats, Wael 36) jom.D,C. 


I am, Sir, your obedie 


1l,Agreement with Mr.SPRINGER, 
2.Receipt for Oypher Code. 


No.l, Buclosure with Despatch No. 2 62. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, October 31,1896. 


AGREED , between FITZHUGH LEE,Consul General 
of the United States at HABANA, Cuba, and JOSEPH A.SPRINGER, 
U.8.Consuler Clerk and Vice Consul General,that during the 
absence of the first named under present leave,as granted by 
the Department of State,the last named shall receive in addi- 
tion to his compensation of consular clerk,the entire amount 
of notarial and um-official clerical fees collected,of which 
he ordinarily receives the one half} ami hereby waives all 
claim to the salary of the consul general during his statutory 
leave of absence 


Ryener 225 os eS ee. 


ived from PITZHUGH LER, Es: 
U,S,Consul General at HABANA, the CYPHER CODE of the DEPART« 


of STATE, Mo.26 , together with the APPENDIX HOLOCRYPTIC 


CODB, NO.26 ; for ich I have given him duplicate receipts. 
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Reporting the departure on leave of absence of Consul General 
eat in eth te gel is so ts ins oe te a 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, WNovember 4th.1896, 


Honorable W. W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: + 
s nave the honor to inform the Department that under 
leave of absence poem by the Secretary of State, Consul 


General Lee sailed for New York on Sunday noon,the first 


instant, on board of the American steamship "Vigilancia". 


I have consequently assumed charge of the Consulate 
General,from date of the first instant. 
I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 5th.1696. 


| 


Ma 


Transmitting the statement of Mr. Craycraft. 


One Enclosure.- 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Novenber 5th.1896. 


Honorable W. W. Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, | 
Siri-~ 
I have tae honor to transmit herewith copy of a state- 
ment made before me by Ia .Frederic L. Craycraft,an American 


residing in this Province engaged im the care of an aptary, 


respecting the treatment he had received on the 4th.instant 
by Spanish forces,cavalry,which he was informed belonged to 
the Regiment of Pisarro. 

Por vrudential reasons Mr.Craycraft does not wish any 
action taken to represent this affair to the Government here, 
but desires that his own Government be informed. 

I may add that Mr.Craycraft is personally known to 
Consul General Lee as a reliable and steady American, 


I an,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: «+ 


My ,Craycrart to May’. Springer, Hovernther 66.1396. 


Mnclosure with Despatch No,204, Novr Sth,1806, 
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aoar’vwe and insultias Lang ane” ve the la aT! | rae he de- 
+r et aneiner theruat @. ae With Bis saber but did nat - 
Rint Milian ween? of the @nitéd peeeee, Screams Frah a house in 
mac init? and & shet fired, I went afterwards in that tees 
sir? fection to ascertain what had happened and the Le@y of the 
“Pestaraay BUPAINg bétGeh” Oana 10°AlMEjwhtte — 3 
to" ee — huathiets Smgpmambdle icin 
tuted “tebwilo®: ei bbte*/ju ieai6ion atin. 
“head sstenag'tn' tnd Arteettoh Of thee pie’ 
de® or thé Paha} ana within a@ rew' minites® three” 
nbirgeith’ pabsed by the farh purstsa’ by’ the Bpahién eavalty) °° 
wil +e Litorsed it wad thé daveliyor thé "Pisarre™ Hi iment 
“OBR the ties” théy pasha’ erated the'Pémily and employees 
te close the doors end’ té"rémhin inside, After the two first 
companies of cavalry had passed T $cb1Leétée having a fine 
hibse tied near the house,and wet 6ut“to” Sethe him’ in’ wnen™® *- 
more cavalry forces came suddenly upon me. I showed my Americar 
citizenship papers as well as a certificate of the ownership 
of the horse,which was taken by one of the officers of the 


company who took him away with him, While standing in front 
of may house |! was surrounded by some of the same forces, the 
officér commanding addressed me tn an abusive and insulting 
manner,and asked me what 2 was doing there, 1 then showed him 
my citisenship papers,and told him that I was Administrator 
of the farm. He then ordered me te walk ahead, I then told 
him that I was in my own howse,ané that I had nothing to do 
with the Insurgents,whereugon he struck me with his saber over 
the head ,cutting through the rim of ay straw hat,down to 
my shouléers ,4rawing blood, Me then demanded all the money ! 
had,and I gave him about one hundred dollars,ali I had in the 
house. Then he threatened to kill a2) and burn the house. 
Then I entered the house to give him the money he used very 


dee 


abusive and insulting language to the ladies, When he de- 
parted he madé another thrust at me with his saber but did not 
reach me, At the same time I heard screams from @ house in 
the vicinity and @ shot fired. 1 went afterwards in that étess 
direction +6 ascertain what had happened, and the lady of the 
house - her ‘husband being absent - told me that when the 
cavalry forces arrivedthe family were eating breakfast accom- 
panied by a neighbor whose name was Cheo Guerrero who was * 
killed in the kitchen and dragged to the doorand afterwards 


Se? «4 


hacked to pieces in a most shocking fashion. I saw him lying 
; the ground in front of the ‘door of the Kitchen,and was also 

told by the lady of the house that a young negro in addition 

belonging 2 ce same house had been killed. i 

I am, Sir, - : ae. 

ge Sree Your obedient servant, — 

{ signed) Prederic! tS. Craycraft. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 6th,1896, 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington. OD. C. 


Sir: 
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With reference to previous despatches,mumbers 122, 
127 and 151,07 September 10th, 12th, and 16th, respectively, 
betadivetite the case Of OSCAR CESPEDES, I have now the 
eee to transmit copy of a commnication from the Secret- 


ary of the General Government,who states that the Captain 


General informs the Governor General that he has inhibited 


cognizance in the proceedings of summary trial commenced 


| against CESPEDES, and has ordered the case to the ordinary 


rte, 


jurisdiction at wis OOlrs OF Testsoetion at LLtome £11, the 
accused remaining in eurciian at San Severino Fort,in a 
intatanaconite disposition of said Court. 

It will be observed from said ‘communication that the 


Governor of Matanzas is ordered to transmit to the said 


Court copies of the parts corresponding, (of the proceed-— t 


ings,) presumedly of the alre: dy initiated military proceed- 


ings. 


Against similar action in the case of SANGUILY, when 
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2. 
transferred to the civil jurisdiction,as iouaiiis by me in 
Number 2502,o0f May 7th, 1695, the Department of State instructed 
me by telegram dated May 2lst.to file a protest declining to 


recognize the validity of the military jurisdiction in pre- 


liminary stage or at any stage of the proceedings. 

As the communication received with annie és Cespedes 
is not quite explicit upon this point,I will wait for your 
instructions in the premises, 

I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


The Gecretary of the General ¢ overnment to Mr,Springer, 


November 4th.1896. 


wa As With Despatch No.205, 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA. November 6th,1896. 
N 


‘TRANSLATION, 


’ of the ISLAND of CUBA. 
SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 


To the Ocnsul General of the United States in this city, 


Sir? 

His Exceliency the Captain General in a communication dated 
51 October last says to His Excellency the Governor General,as 
follows? : | 
"Excellency: In reply to the polite communication of 
“"Y.E.dated the 24th instant,relative to the prisoner of 


"war Mr.Qscar Cespedes y Figueredo,an American subject 
"(citizen),I have the honor to inform you that by a de- 


'. “eree duly passed upon of the 19th instant,I have in- 
"hibited,with respect to this individual, cognizance of the 
"summary court martial which was begun against him and | 


“ong other,in favor of the ordinary jurisdiction and 


"Court of Isntruction of Alfonso Xll,and under the same 
"dete,and for the sake of brevity, the Military Governor of 
"Matanzas was ordered to transmit to said Court copies of 

| "corresponding perte(of a proceedings) (testimonio de 
"lugares correspondientes) placing the accused at its dis- 
“position in San Severino Yort,where he is at present. 


By order of His Excellency I have the honor to transmit 
the foregoing to you 


for your information end in answer to 


: your communication of the 23rd of said month of October upon 
the subject. 


Goa guard you many years, Habana,Nov. 4th, 1696, 
(gue) arenes de Palmerola, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November %th, 1896, 


Case of Esteban Cespedes (colored) expelled for Hafiiguismos 


CO or 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA. November 7th, 1896. 


Homrabis William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.¢c. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to inform the Department of the following 
circum’ tances respecting the case of Esteban Cespedes (colored) 
a citizen of the United States,who was arrested on the 13th 

ultimo, 

Cespedes was arrested during a raid made by the police of 
this city about the 1Sth uitimo,upon the fia fii gos and their 


meeting places - (jak Spo is the mame applied to members of a 


secret society composed generally of negroes,mulattoes and low 
whites of the criminal classes,and is similar to the Voodoo of 
the South, especially New Orleans city)- 3; he applied to this 
- office stating thet “ was an American citizen,and it being 
proved that he yas naturalized in Key West on guly 11,1891,and 
registered in this office since Jany.1892,the Goverment was 
advised to that afrect, the nature of the charges against him 
asked for,and all the richts pertaining to Americans under the 
treaty, claimed for him,with such effect that wnder date of the 
29th witine the Governor General advised this office that Ces- 
pedes would be expelled from the Island. 
oe He hes céhsequently been deported to Key West by the steam- 
er "Olivette, which sailed to-day noon, 


“I will add that 160 of the unfortunates charged with fa- 


ae Bt ismo » were sent to Pernando Poo on the 30th ult.andi Ces- 
pedes was the only one that escaped that sentence, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, wWovember 7th,1896. 


Arrest of RAMON CRUCET,an American citizen,at Colon on the 


lst instant. 


ee or come oe ee oe Cer ome ae toe ee oy es ee 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Yovenber 7th,1896. 
Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. -», 4, 
Sir: 


I was informed om the Grd instant,by a letter from 


Mr, LUIS E,CRUCET, of the arrest at COLON of his brother, 
Mr. RAMON CRUCET y RADILIO, a citizen of the United Sieh 
am his incarceration at that place, *incomunicado",for 
causes not stated. This occurred on the lst instant. 

I immediately addressed . So cilaaklae ts the Governor 
Gemeral,asking to be informed of the reasone for this arrest, 
the nature of the charges against Mr,CRUCET, nae claimed 
for him all the rights due him under the treaty and pro~- 
tocol, I have not yet received a reply. 

IT am, Sir, 


Your cbedient servant, 


Vice Consul General. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 12,1896. 


Mr. Se Springer 


TO THE 


DEFARTMENT of STATE. 


ee 


Arrest of LOUIS LAY,a young American,during a police raid 


wpon a social club in Regia, 


One Enclosure, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 12th,1896. 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washington. D.C. 
Sir: 

Mr.LOUIS LAY, a young man 18 years of age, the son 
of well known American residents of this city,was arrested 
on the evening of the 9th instant,during a raid by the po- 
lice: upon the social club,"E1 Liceo",of Regla,upon which 
suspicion seemed to rest that it was inimical to Spain. 

A search of the place resulted in the discovery of severa]. 
packages of cartridges ,lists of names and cuttings from 
newspapers with siditiend be of Cuban leaders of the last and 
present insurrection. The servants of the Club and several 
persons engaged in playing cards,among whom was young LAY, 
were arrested ani sent to the "Cabafia" fort. 

Being informed that Mr.LAY was not a member of the 
Club nor even a habitué,but was accidentally present at 
the time of the reié,t addressed a communication to the 


Governor General asking for his release,--- but added, 
that if there were shares against him of a serious nature, 
I claimed for him all the rights and privileges to which 

ke was entitled as an American,under the treaty with Spain 
and the Protocol of Jammary 12,1877, and trial by the or- 


dinary jurisdiction, 


In an interview to-day with the Secretary of the General Gova 
erment, he gives me to understand that Mr.Lay will be released 
within a day or two. 


I am,Sir,your obedient ‘servant, 
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Enclosure ) No aS 
With Despatch. ¥o.208. 
Habana, jtovenber 


es em ne eee ‘* oh, 


Copy. 


Habana, November! 10.1696. 


A. Springer, 
U.S.Vice Consul General, 
Habama. 
Sirie 
I have to inform you of the arrest of my son Louis,1& 
years of age,by the authorities 6f the town of Regla,under 
the following circumstances 


At 9: 50 6 ‘lock idst ‘evening he was with some friends 


in the Licéo Club of Regia engaged in playing cards. The. 
Police authori ties suddenly appeared and arrested all pres- 


ent, among then my fon, He is not a member of the Club,and 


I-do not G on that he ‘has been guilty of any offence. 


t beg that: you will ascertain the reasons of his arrest 


and endeavor to obtain hig: release. 


"a remain very respectfully, 


~ 7 eg ef iF ‘ 
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tee | Tir obedient servant, Spee a 


(signed) G. L.. Lay. 
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HABANA, November 12th, 1896. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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Case of RAMON CRUCET,arrested at Colon for publicly cen- 


suring acts of the Goverment -will probably be expelled. 


$3 Enclosures, 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 12th,1896. 


Hon: William W.Rockhil1l, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washington, OD. C. 


Sir: 


4 


Vith reference to my despatch No.207 of the 7th inst, 
respecting the arrest at Colon on the 1st November of Mr. 
RAMON CRUCET,an American citizen, I have now the honor to 
inform the Department that this Government in reply to ny 
note on the subject,states that CRUCET was arrested at Colon 
for having publicly censured the acts of the Spanish Govern- 
ment, thereby violating the Decree of General WEYLER of the 
16th February last.Mention is also made of a letter of serious 
import found on his person at the time of the arrest. 

: I have received a letter from CRUCET dated the 4th inst, 
in which he attributes his arrest as due to demnciation by 


a bar-keeper with whom ho had exchanged a few phrases upon 
public topics. | 


In an interview to-day with the Secretary of the General 
Goverment he gives me to understand that Crucet will be ex- 
pelled from the Island. 


I am,Sir,your obedient servant, 


3 Enclosures :- i : ) 
l.- The Secretary of the General Govt.to Mr.Springer, lov.1l. 
2.~ Extract from Decree of Feb.16,1596. 


3.=- Mr.Crucet to Mr.Springer, Nlov,4. 
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Habane, eaer 12. 1896. . 
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Copy-translation, 
a Government of; the: Isiand, of Cuba, 


Office, he tae daieieiid General . 

To the Sovak ‘tomrek of the Unitea States 

of Americea,dn this-city, ». »,«' 
Sir:- 

Pa Sab Ge sane SOLTAG uate Of the Sra.inetant relative 
to the American citigen . 
to inform you, by order of HeE.~the ‘Go’ 
asked ithe Civil: Goverr 


im. Ramon &.Crucets1. have .the,.honor 


ernor, General, that having 


m.of Matanzas for a report respecting 


said — sates sneer pita ap eta date that he is in- 
forned by ‘io chief of Police ‘of the Province, the celador 

(constable) ‘of ¢ Colon arrested ur. Crucet for having publicly 
censured the acts of one Goverment, gd finding on hin at the 
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moment of his arrest a “letter whose ‘contents were of sevious 


Tue $4 i 


import; also violating the Becree of ‘the ‘General ‘in Chief of 


16th February lest: ' 


kgs % 


God guard rou ay years, Hebana, November 11.1896. 
(signed) warauis de Palmerola. 
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HAB AVA, November 12th,1696. 
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°:) MTRACT f¥dm the DECREE dated Febty 16th, 1806, 


Note: This Bando was transmitted to thé Department in 
Dispatch No. 2760, of February 218t,1896.) 


‘Ty VAGERTANO WEYLER, etejetcs :  *°° ©” 
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That ‘those who are conprited in the following 
articles ,emdng other cases prescribed by law, shall be” © 
subject: to niilitary Jurisdiction ter" oF we oe ber 
1le-- Those who invent or publish by any means .atq 
_ Soever, news or reports directi¥y or indirectly favora- 


Liew 


“ble to the rebellion,shall be considered as guilty of 
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offence against the safety of the 
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or in any other manner,lower the prestige of Spain,of 
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(Signed) VALERIAN) WEYLER. 
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Habana, November 12, 1696, 


Translation, 


Colon, November 4.1896. 


Mr.Joseph A. Springer, 


Dear Sir:- 

Since the ist.of this month,the day upon which I 
came to this town on my. .way to..Yaguaramas,I was arrested by 
the celador (police Constable) and thrust into jail for the 
most foolish reason possible. 

It seems that last September when I made another 
trip here,while waiting my train at the station,I asked for 
a drink at the bar,and got into conversation with the bar- 
keeper. I told him that I had read in the "Diario de la 
Marina" that the Moors had killed the deported Oscar de la 
Reyes and also wounded several of the crew; and afterwards,I 


I also told to him that I had heard say that he hed been de- 


ported in consequence of some private revenge; that is,some 
one denounced him to satisfy a grudge,and it plain that the 
investigations made proved him guilty,and he was consequently 
banished.: _ 

Just this relating of a fact that I had heard spoken 
of has been sufficient reason for this barkeeper to denounce 
me,accusing me as disrespectful to the Spanish Government, and 
calumniating me that I had expressed myself in terms of cen- 
sure against the acts of this Government. 
When I was arrested,I stated that I was an Auerican 
citizen, ant so it appears in the proceedings — me 5 
: nevertheless,I am being tried by military 


I trust you will see the Chief of Staff,or whoever 


is the proper party,that in view of the facts,I may be released; 


and if,in spite of the little importance cf this matter,” 
they believe I should be tried,that you will see that I am 
treated as an American citizen »that is ,due trial by the 


t reply,and am meammhile, 
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SRTWENT OF 
November 12th,]896. ~~~ 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, 


Mr. KOM SPRINGER, 
TO THE 
DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Current events. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, November 12th, 1896 ° 


William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, DPD. C. 


The press of this city has been more or less occupied 
during the past week with comments upon the constitution of 
the National Committee of Defense of the Island of Cuba. 

On Stnday last,upon invitation of tke Regional Governor, 
representatives from each of the politicai parties of the 
Island met at the Palace of the Regional Goverment; the 
Marquis de APEZTIGUIA,and the Marquis PINAR del RIO,for the 
conservative or Union Constitucional party; P.RABELL, SEGUNDO 
ALVAREZ and NICOLAS RIVERO,for the Reformists, and JOSE M. 
GALVEZ, RAFAEL MONTORO and JOSE del CUETO,for the Autonomists. 
The Mayor of the city, ANTONIO QUESADA,although absent,desired 
to be considered as present with the conservatives,and in 
accord with the idea of the meeting. It was however admitted 
by the leaders of the parties,that they did not bring to the 
meeting the political representation of their respective par- 
ties,which would have required the convocation of general 
meetings,and therefore they acted without authorization of 
their component Juntas or Boards of Direction, but they per~ 
sonally accepted the highly patriotic idea of Governor PORRUA, 
and agreed to lay aside all their political differences, to 
furl the flacs of their respective party creeds, and rally 
around the national fleg of Spein,and issue a Manifest to the 
whole country,for a vigorous defense of its honor, its terri- 
torial integrity and the restoration to civilization and pro- 
gress of this Island, now being devastated by an iniquitous 


insurrection} that there should be but one common mind and 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


idea,the defense of Spain and an immediate and decisive 
triumph over her enemies. The Governor General was 

named President, the Committee called upon him,and a nun- 
ber of sonorous and patriotic speeches were pronounced; 
telegrams exchanged with the Home Govermment,the Queen 
Regent and CANOVAS, and a Manifest ¢rawn up addressed to the 


country at large. 


However, I am privately advised that this movement 


is due to some coercion and deceives no one. Its result 
and efficacy will be the seme as other similar manifesta- 
tions of Spanish unity and patriotism in Cuba. 


- General WEYLER,in obedience to orders fron Spain,as 
is said,has taken the field in person. He went to Mariel 
Sunday night,arrived Monday morning ard immediately put 
himself at the head of & column 6,000 strong,and on horseback, 
marched off to meet the enemy. Considerable anxiety is felt 
to know the result of his. operations,but beyond the forego- 
ing facts,and an extra publisked last evening,nothing certain 
is known. The extra reads * "Official!~General WEYLER is in 
"the Rubi. (mountains.) At Cabafias are General BCHAGUE, 
"7 officers and 47 privates,wounded. They will be 
"transferred to the Hospital Alfonso XIII of this city, 
"by a special steiner." 
No further particulars can be learned,but one accustomed 
to Spanish bulletins regarding the insurrection can read 
between the lines that Gen: WEYLER has sufferred a reverse. 


i am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Mr. SPRINGER 
Mr 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Condition of the"Competitor"Prisoners. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 12th.1896. 


J 


Honorable William W, Rockhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington, 

oir:= 

I have been informed by the sister of Laborde,one of 
the "Competitor" prisoners,that he was yesterday afternoon 
at the time of her weekly visit to him,seized with a cere- 
bral congestion and removed to the old Military hospital of 
this city. 

Charles Leavitt,another of the prisoners was removed 


several days ago to the same hospital supposed to be ill 


with yellow fever,but it seens to be a sort of prison fever 


induced by confinement and insufficient food. 
. ~Qna Melton,it is stated is greatly reduced for the same 
reasons. 

I an,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


* 


: SerTisy General.  . 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 14th.1896. 
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Mr .SPRINGER 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


"COMPETITOR"Prisoners. 


og Ns come: La ANd POE gt - 


wo es snnervn en ses ori ew a0 sin wa wo sea 


Transmitting to Court certificates proving'ONA MELTON'S 


character of a newspaper correspondent. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, November 14.1896. 


Honerable William W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sir: - 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your instruction No.152.o0f 28th.ultimo,covering cer- 
tified copies of affidavits relative to the appointment 
of ONA MELTON, one of the "COMPETITOR" prisoners,as corre- 
spondent of the "FLORIDA TIMES UNION",of Jacksonville. 
These documents,after having been translated and a 
certificate of same affixed,I transmitted on the llth. 
instant to the Governor and Captain General,with the re- 
quest that they be forwarded to the Court having cogni- 
gance of MELTON'S case,as they had been furnished by the 
Department of State,to be of use to him to establish be- 
fore the Court his character of a news*paper correspondent. 
I have received a note from the Secretary of the 
General Government,that the documents were transmitted 
the same day to the Commandant General of Marine, Admiral 
commanding this naval station,being the authority having 
cognizance of the case of the seizure of the Schooner 
"COMPETITOR". 


I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


JESS JN ft Deen a 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 14th,1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


<> 


Levy by customs authorities on Messrs HIDALGO § 00, 
for collection of executory fees,alieged due in connection 


with fines imposed on steamers of the “WARD" Line,of New 


York. 
Confirming telegram sent and acknowledging receipt of 


telegram from the Department, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 14.1896. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 

Assistant Seeretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir: ~ 

Referring to the demands of the Customs' authorities 
for executory or deputies’ fees,from Messrs.HIDALGO and 
Gompany,Agents of the New York and Cuba Mail Steamship 
Company,as reported in despatch No.195 of 24th.ultimo and 
telegram of the 27th.,and the statement in your instruction 
No.156 of the 2nd.instant,that our Minister at Madrid was 
instructed by cable on 28th.ultimo to obtain a telegraphic 
instruction to the authorities in Cuba to suspend the col- 
lection of the said costs,pending negotiation of the mat- 
ter, 

I have now to advise the Department that I was noti- 
fied by Messrs.HIDALGO and Company,on the afternoon of the 
i2Zth.instant that the Customs officers had called again 
to make an execution for the said fees. 

I sent a note ‘9 the Intendant General of Finance, 
asking to be informed if he had yet received any telesgraph- 
ic instruction from his Soverment in Madrid respecting 
the suspension of the proceedings carried on for collection 
of said fees, in the understanding that the United States 
Minister at Madrid had been cabled bray vt such an order 
of suspension, 

I received his reply to the effect that no telegraphic 
instruction whatever had been received at the Intendancy 
General, referring to the suspension of proceedings against 


Messrs HIDALGO and Company,and he further stated that the 


period of 48 hours delay granted by him having long since 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


expired,it was not within his attributions to extend it. 
I consequently transmitted the following telegram, 
which I confirm hal 
Habana, November 12,1896. 
"Sssistant Secretary of State .- Washington, D.C. 


"  , Gustoms authorities yesterday again attempted 
"levy on HIDALGO. Intendente says no telegraphic in- 
"struction received from Madrid suspend said proceed- 
"ings. Cannot himself extend iapasnion he granted for 
"forty eight hours October twenty ninth now excessive-~ 
"ly prolonged, Please instruct by cable the United 
"States Minister at Madrid ask once more suspension 


"of the proceedings. (Signed) SPRINGER." 


I learned subsequently that the levy on the office 


safe and furniture of Messrs HIDALGO x CO was carried out. 


The next step will be an order to sell at auction. 


I have to nakuswiedes the following telegram received 
last eveningi-~- 
ad Replying your cable in reference WARD Line suitable 
"instructions have been cabled Madrid. ~-ROCKHILL. 


df am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENE 


HABANA, November 14th,1896. 


Transmitting protest and claim for indemnity of Mr. 


DOROTEO HERRERA as the representative of the E.H.GATO 


CIGAR COMPANY of New York, for prohibition of this Govern- 


ment to allow the exportation of certain tobacco. 


osure, 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Wovember 14th,1896. 


Hon: William W,Rockhill, e 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washington. D. C. 


Zz have the honor to transmit herewith,copy of a 
statement embodying a protest and claim for indemnity, 
made before me by Mr. DOROTEO HERRERA, of this city,the re- 
presentative of the E.H.GATO CIGAR COMPANY of New York, 
against the Spanish Govermment of this Island for pro- 
hibiting the exportation of 617 bales of tobacco,it being 
alleged that he hasnot complied with the requirements of the 
Decree of General WEYLER of the 16th May,last,prohibiting 
after ten days fromits date,the exportation of tobacco grown 
in the provinces ofHabana and Pinar del Rio, nor that he 
hat proven the wien of said tobacco by contract,prior 
to the said decree, 

I transmit also copies of the original documents 
filed with said protest,in order that if the Department 
please,they may be forwarded to Madrid and gain time in 
the consideration of the matter. 

I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


Copy of Mr.HERPRERAS protest,and documents annexed thereto. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No.214, 
ite: soled 14th. 1896, 


cOpy. 
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vr UsS.Consunlate General, 
_oHabana, November: 10,1896,» 

BE IT KNOW, that on this tenth day of November, 1696, 
before ne, Lhe GNASP ELSA, Vice const, of ‘the United States 
at Habana, Cuba,personally appeared ur. DOROTEO HERRERA, of 
this eity,and ‘daly sworn, declared as ‘follows: - 

™ ‘That ‘hegthe representative in this city of the Ameri- 
can firm of the E. H. @ATO CIGAR COMPANY, of New York} resid- 
ing at No. 113 San Miguel, where he has up to the ‘14th. Oc to- 
ber last, had a ‘tobacco storehouse to Feceive,pack : and ship 


+4 


the tobacco of said firm. 


“That as ‘the ‘said representative of the E. i. @ATO CIGAR 
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COMPANY jhe has pavyennsed considerable quanti ties of tobacco 


be 
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in the tobacco districts “3 the Island, which he shipped re~ 
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to said Company in New York; intended to be used 


aa Sed poems aa on 
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Am, its cigar maki ng factory. 


‘That previous to the publication of the Decree of the 


TNR ORE PION OL 
mye sete 


Captain densrai of Cuba, dated the 16th.May, last, which pro- 
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hibited the export of all tobacco from the provinces | of 
Habana and Pinar del Rio,he had already purchased some 
32,333 "natules", or bundles of tobacco in the Habana Prov- 
ince,equivalent to about 800 bales, which this depenent can 
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prove by reference ‘to his books of gecount, correspondencdete. 
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That on the said date, May isth.saia tobacco was still 
in ‘ite crude or “unprepared state of "natules® the condition 
in which it is received from the country and in order to be 


put into proper shipping condition, it required certain | proe 
4 ~Oart? we HT 
cesses and nanipulation, such as | fermentation, wetting, strip- 
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ping, assor ting, packing end daling, each of ‘which processes "- 


quires more ‘or Less time,and it was, ‘nanitestiy impossible 
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by get r ready the said tobacco for shipment within the ten, 
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“days rattowes by the ! Decree: 
“What he consequently received orders ‘From ‘the sand 
“Company to ‘suspend all. ‘Turther operations and prepare the 
tobacco already purchased, ‘for shipment, confident that there 
“would. be no ‘objection on the, part ‘of this Government,as he 
“could. orove ‘that the same wok purchased previous to the 
Decree. | 
That being ready to. ship said tobacco, on the Sra. Sep- 
‘tember last he petitioned the Governor and Captain General 
for permission to export 800 bales of said tobacco,and an- 
nexes ‘Herewi th a copy and translation of his said petition, 
‘That under date of September 10thyhe received a reply 


&. 


trom ‘the Intendant General of Wivnenes, to whom his petition 


ain ‘oe: " 


had been referred by the Governor and Captain ‘General, re- 
“fusing h him the ‘authaviaation to, ‘excers on the grounds that 
‘he had no t sufficiently proven ima ‘legal manner the fact 
of the said Purchases ‘within the period prior to the Decree: 

‘That he ‘further under date of thé: 14th.September, pe- 
titioned the “court of First Instance of the Cathedral Dis- 
trict,of t this city, to tanae an order for the Sdani nation 
‘of h his books of account, correspondences, telegrams etc., by a 
Notary to whon said books vould be exhibited, in order to 
prove to ‘the Tntendant General ‘of Finance ‘the tacts regard- 
‘ing the purchase of the sala quantity of ‘ila tiles”, or be 
ik 800 bales,prior to ‘the publication « of ‘the Decree pronib- 
“iting ¢ the exportation of tobacco. ” 

“That on the 15th. September, dy ordor of said Court, the 
Notary Publie,Don ‘Jost ‘A.RODRIGUEZ, made a ‘careful ‘and ’con- 


plete ‘exami nation of his said "pode of account correspond 


ey ‘ "see effect, certified to by the Government Notary 


hcp Renta. 
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| test, together i! Fg a ‘copy-translation of same. 
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“That he "theretore’ ‘Presented a secant 3 peti tion, address- 
ith which he 
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ed. 4 ‘the ‘Intendant’ “General of ‘Finance, 
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ence ete. in the presence of witnesses, and drew up a notarial 


Public,Don 3 FRANCISCO de “CASTRO, ‘waich he annexes, to ‘this pro- 
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to,asking for & re<consideration of the refusal of his 
test petition, and’ wad rete a pat hee? export: six hundred and 
seventeen bales, which now resulted to be the total number 


of bales remaining from the number yielded by the "matules" 


pas : : ? aves 
the raw tobacco, which was 768,h¢ having been able to ship 


L6L of the 'same' without any objection. 

That under get of ‘She 12th. October, he Peper ves & sec- 
ond communication from the Intendant General of Finance, 
eres "refusing | to allow the exportation of the said tobacco 
belonging to Se E. H. GaTO CX@AR COMPANY of Sev York. 

That he therefore, under the instructions of his said 
constituents, ,finding it impossible to continue business, or 


ship the ‘tobacco referred Ping he closed ‘up the warenouse, re-~ 
ee 


turned his “License to the Goverment, and deposited the 617 
bales of “tobacco in question in the apenane of Messrs. 
a; BAURIEDEL and COMPANY, where it now remains; this was on 
the 14th ]0c tober Yast. 

WHEREFORE, this “appearer in the fame of his said con- 
stituents the E.H.GATO°CIGAR COMPANY,of New York,and as their 
representative, doth solemnly and truly protest“afainst the 
action of the Spanish Government in the aforesaid premises,and 
against the infraction thereby of Art: Vll.of the Treaty 
between the United States and Spain of 1795,aMereby the 

| property belonging to American citizens has suffered deten- 
tion or embargo; and that said firm,his aforesaid constitu- 
ents,already has and may hereafter suffer considerable loss 
and ‘damage pPoJudice to its interests by reason thereof; 
and therefore said: fim-is considered’to be entitled to an 
asa. from the. Spanish Government, , to at least the value 
of the. sald six handed and agroutéen baics of tobacco, 
which et ies been ape to ship; amd the accessory loss 


and damages, all of which bse! estimates to be at least One 


Te Sie wie seats, ~ ae 


Hundred Thousand Dollars, and detarent. thereon till time of 
ligsauraiact and doth ene said representative of said firm, 


hereby make formal demand and claim upon the said Spanish 


Govenmment for the said amount of indemnity/and such further 


eth pa ac eal ey! eS 


relief as _— be accorded in the premises. 


Llency (signed). BORO 
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U.S. Consulate General, 
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Habana, Pe loth. 1896. 
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PE IT KNOWN, that. on, this, day, before: mej the, under-. 
signed,U.SsVies; Consul, General at.Habane,personally ap~ 
peared, Mr .DOROTEO: HERRERA, of this cityyas the: duly: accred- 

tative.of Messrs .B,H,GATO, CIGAR. COMPANY, of 
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“General, this ‘Toth . November, 1896. 
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To His Excellency the Governor and Captain General of this 

Telep@aen JOSE AouetIN Roper: 

NSEOOPIOPETi nied to the Court of Fire A te — 
~» Dom, DOROTEO, HERRERA,residing at San Miguel street 

number 113.in this, city. respectfully. states. to Y.E.as. follows: 

That: as: the: attorney’ of Messrs,E,H,Gato. Cigar. Co.,established 

dn, ther United) States, he. had. purchased. before the. publication 


of Y.E.*8 Proclamation: of the, 16th May, last, 52,555, bundles of 


tobacto of the province of: Havana, equivalent. to about 800 bales, | 


_ to. be manufactured by my constituents: that the fact that.on 
said date. he possessed: the, said, bundles, can be proved. by the 
receipts from: the tebacco growers, stube of bills of exchange 
and corresponding, books:. thatron the said date,namely,16th May, 
the said: tabacco: was. in. ite raw, condition as it, is, purchased 
inbthe, countryjand. that in. order to.put.it in condition. for. . 
shipment. it; had, to. passe. through, the process known as selection 
» hoscogida), which requires several months; for which reason the 
‘undersigned was. not, able to ship, the said. tobacco within the 
ten. days provided, by, ¥.B,"s, Proclamation: therefore,having. , 
ROW, Mealy. the..said. tobacco for the. purpose.of, forwarding it to | 
my constituents for, its,manufactures!]. deg. Y.E,.to. please. author- jj 
. tee the. ex ‘ ntation: of the said, 800, bales of,. tobacco... : | 
 ohis: is an, act. of justice, which I expect to obtain from 
eon stituents,who are under .the protection of the laws of this 
country and of. ruling international treaties. | this th. 
)@od guard Y.Xvmany, years. Habana,Sept .5,1896,- 
| d. Dp. B.H.Gato Cigar Co., 
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attorney of Messrs.E.H. Gato Cigar Company , in order “gl 
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OFFICIAL LETTER.- Intendancy ‘Generel. of Pinancg of the 
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Island of duba,No. 8331 stamp in bine ink, Intendancy General 
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Cigar Company , established in New York, asking authorization to 
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made within the period stated, His Excellency the Severner and 
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ion of leaf tobacco grown 
in the provinces of Habana and Pinar del Rio, is strictiy proe- 
your knowledge. and as the reply to the petition presented. 
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2. 
God guard you many years.Hebana,;September 10,1896.~ (Signed) 
Emilio Pagoaga.~' To MriDoroteo Herrera,San Miguel 123... 


‘PERITION® it~ Your B Honor? irr ,Doroteo Ferrera as the attorney 
of Messrs.t. Hato Cigar Company of New York, before your Honor 
respectfully appears in the act of voluntary jurisdiction, and 
saith? ‘That requiring ‘to ‘accredit as the Intendancy ‘General of 


ba 


Finance of this ‘Teland, that thirty two thousand ‘two hundred 
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and thirty bundles ( matules) of tobacco, equivalent to about 
eight hundred bales, marked E.R. 8. 0. C.ywere purchased prior to 
the 16th May of this year, as appears from the books of this 


firm,which cy “e required to prove 1 Bl aa to the te le cy 
tion of said Intendancy,dated the 10th instant , That ‘in order 
to comply with said réquirement it becomes necessary ‘for: your 
Honor to order that by the Notaryjand in°view of said books 
which this petitioner wili’exhibat to himya Certificaté be made 
of ‘the’ entries by which appear the purchases and SS Glates 

of aque, of said Seoqnen etn’ when made — I be furnished with 
a certified copy thereof in order to ‘comply with what is order. 
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pray,eto. Habana, Sept 14,1896. ~ “(Bigned) p PP. EH, Gato Cigar Co. 
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Let ‘iets ION: -° The foregoing petition’ together: with: the © 
official lettér of the Intendanhcy General of. Finance has been 
presented onthe 14th Séptember’ by” the ‘ulidersigned. (Signed) . 
Doroted: Herrera. Attest: Castro. 


4 wn * ¥ ' 
¥ 
. h P _ vers ee N ¥ : vives aot . Oe hag 
we Le 5 ee 4) “e ae 
} ¥ - ws et ; 4 ? 


etree mt FM on +s, on. = AK a 
MSI ST Pe EY TRS SRS OT a 


FATS MLO 


. EE ROMS te 
PILLS LLLP EI LIL RLGE EM GEA GE LEE 


fie 


S. 
/ORDER “OF ‘COURT?- ‘Habana, September :14,2696; : Presented, the 
‘ foregding pétition with the official letter of the Intenfancy 
General or Pinance, accompenying,and on account of urgency, and 
in°conformity ‘with what'tsirequested in-the note theretos,s - 
‘Waive*the assignment of this .matter;and let the actuating no- 
‘tary*appear’at the business house of Mr.Doroteo Herrereénd af- 
°teP and examinationrof® the! books,certify in dueyform.as tao the 
matters referring to therfactse it is desired te, prove. Thus — 
ordered! and: subscribed) by: his honor, the Judge, -Dr.D.Guillermo 
Bernal, Judge: of First: Instence. of: the. Cathedral. District.- 
At tests) (Signed)«Guddiermo Bernal.+ Before. me, (Signed). Pco.de 


i NOPIPIcATION: - Om the same aay 7 ‘notified the foregoing 


order of court to Mr.Doroteo Herrera reading it to him and hané- 


a Be ae 


ing him a copy subsertbed by me.~ 3 Doroteo Herrera..- I attest ‘ 


Castro. : 


“ACTIe « In the: city of» dnininek ts lie AGM don a8, Gorter 
binwy 2006, Sy thie Ueeey papebaredr ad: Lam Migved stueet, hehe 113 
‘and in the presence of D.Dorotec: Herrera y Valdes,attorney of 
Mesere.B.H.Gato Cigar Company,for ‘the purpose of practisi: 
ngs mngneten ypemntt party concerned,and to this 


-pagés,of which 411 have been mused, The first of the letters 
‘Meoptes: eens | ‘the date of 26. November »i895,and the last one. 
“the lath-of ‘the present month and -year, among: them there are én 
the pages which will be ‘mentioned afterwards, the following 
letters relative>to: this rmatter,as follows: | page one hundred 
-ahdfortysseventera Lettérdated 25th Marchsl696jaddressed to 
MessresB.H.ato Cigar Company; ia which Mr.Herrere informs.the 
said firm that he has purchased two’ lots of tebacce in bundles 


(matules) and that he has others in @Weémeent- that he has paid 
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sundry prices for the tobaago of the lots of Felipe guintere, 7 


ee... a er Te } Mees. i 5S 
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Diego Dias, stating further that, he needs tp be informed se 


b € 


to ie business with Cecilio valiente,- _ On page 151 there ie 


ee “a 4 ; 


a letter “signet. also by Mr.jerrere, addressed to his const! tu 


he °F mr cy 


i.) ees ih ee 


ents dated 28 arch, 1896, containing memorandum of the tobacco 
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purchased, namely: to Cecilio Valiente and Rafael Valiente, 150 


ik a ee ? 2 3 . é®, ‘ 


bundles (natules) wasppers, 150 fillers; fo Feliz. Morales 2 55 


rary re > . 
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bundles ( matules) wrappers, and 55 ‘fillers;te Juan Perez. 300 


pre bas. 


bundles i matules) reg per®, | and ‘300 bundles fillers, also. 60. 


bundles wrappers and remainder of .f ‘llers; to. Agustin guerra, 
‘is Geare. Un ee 


230 dundles wrappers, ‘errs 650 fillers; to Luis Aguilar 170 


» Aa ht ; Nae. 


fr 3 i hig. ." 


bundles wrappers, - a page 153 there is a letter dated goth 


March last, stating the tobacco received on that date from 


et eo ; Se 


Felix Morales: 30 buntdes wrappers, and 30 bundles fillers; 
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Rafael Valiente 63 bundles wrappers and 32 fillersfto Diego 


ren FOrrece [oo oe, GROG Le Mo ot 


Diaz 187 bundles srappers and Pg fillers}, Felipe Quintero 290 
bundles wrappers: and 160 fillers and 245, bundles gr round Leaves. 
On page 156, a note ‘of ‘the bundles tn possession of Gato's. 


te Pweg ») re ry ei + a ¢ 
attorney ‘smanely? 2843 bundles wrappers and fillers of 4ifter- 
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ent lots, which nets is dated the Siet March,1896. On page 165 
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there ‘ts ‘a letter dated “ath April, 1896, addressed to the ‘Messrs, 


em - ea ? iB 
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Gate “by Mr. Herrera,which, among osner particulars, states ‘that 
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ch pet 


he has pereneees from sundry persons, 1110 bundles wrappers and 


be pug4d 8: 560. the Baas ue? ‘ok OOS 


fillers. On page 172 s letter dated 8th April,1096, addressed 
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to @ato by Herrera stating cee 3" other ~ rt lars having re= 
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ceived in his store 1792 bundles wrappers and fillers. On page 
oo mlemrandum:*- S266 % p> + | ‘_ 


BY +4 -Oxp esing the tobacce received 
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in “bundles aauntina to 5792 of the latter, ‘t eee 180 a me- 
~ Oar be 1. % OS. Sion fies Bly OCR S eae a 


morandum of the tobacco purchased up ‘to ‘April 10th last names, 
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es 


5953 bundles wrappers and 7 92 fillers, ‘On page 219 there is a 
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Letter dated the “6th of May last from ur -Herrera ‘to the ‘Messrs. 
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Pe 
Gato. stating among other particulars having ‘received 2964 
bundles wrappers and fillers from sundry sellers. On page 221 

a letter. addressed. to Gato, by Herrera on the 6th May last,re- 
lative, to having purchased from different sellers 1423 bundles” 


rs and fillers;,.also having done some tobacco business 


with Manuel. Garcia’Gonzalez and having purchased from Agustin 
Delgado: 106 bundles: fillers. On page 224 a letter addressed to 
Gate by Herrera dated 9th: May last, stating having received from 
sundry. sellers 2623 bundles. wrappers and fillers and having 
ordered; some, tobacco which will be received as soon as it is 
placed: in the» store. .Om page 226 a letter dated 9th May last 
to.Gato from Herrera, stating having bought from Rafael Reina 
on: the. previous. day a letof tobacco, On page 230 advising © 
under, date. of, the 9th May last; having received that day at a 
late, hour, 1459, bundies w 
letter: from, Horrera ae oem, dated. 13 May last, stating among 
other particulars the fact of: having. received: ald purchased © 
1096. bundles, wrappers: and» fillers, On: page 242 a letter dated 
16th May.te Gato. from ferrera, stating among other facts that ~ 
he. had contracted. with: Juan Fernandez from 2900! to 2000" bundles 
wrappers,and 5000 .fillerss On page 278 a letter dated SO may, 


ppers. and fillers. On page 236 a 


that. the,contract which ne’ Sub rvens)ovas about tocmake with Ju+ 


an, Pernandes' was. not finally made ion account of the Proclama- 
tion publishedithe same!.dayjléthoMay,;: prohibiting the exporta- 
tion ef leaf tebacco., Onepage:2535°a letter from Herrera to 
Gato dated, 20th: May in which the formersasks the latter to be 
informed by cable«"to,lead (ship) or not to: load (ship)" re- 
ferring.to.the tobacco which: they had purchased, exhibiting a 
Legram-dated the 27th signed: "Gato",for Mr.Herrera reading: 
ip tfebacee) purchased, continue to select: (escogida)". On page 
298.0 etter dated 23rd May lest te Gate from yerrera: stating 
among other particulars. having received 4584 bundles wrappers 
and iota ‘page 272 a letter aateght M 
Gato in: g the latter ef shaving received ‘tobacco in‘wrep-— 


frott-Herrera to 


6. 


NN 


pers and fillers, in | Dundies te the extent as 3048. On page 


289 a letter dated 6th June ‘last, from F Herrera to Gato, stating 


having ‘received 187 Dundes Seaweee from Felipe Quintero and 
Santana Sanches. On page $11 a letter dated 13th June last from 


Herrera 1 te Carlos Cepero. of San Antonio de los Baiios reporting: 


; mt ee et 4 


"that since the Procimation prohibiting te ship leaf tobacce,no 


‘business nas been done,as it does not pay te make any purchases 
a Pd re 


. | 
for sale in this market, and that Messrs.t sly Gato cegar Co. 
advises Herrera not te do any more business and te prepare the 


tedacce purchased previous to the Proclcanation®. v On page $21, 


alt ee ¥ 


a letter dated the 24th June last, trom Herrera te Gato stating 


having received fron Blas Marquez, ' 775 bundles tebacce .\ On page 


335 letter dated July ath from Herrera to Gate informing the 


ee 


latter that he Gierrera) is receiving bundles from Leonardo 


ae neg ert B. 


Molano, Jose Tolmo and Juan Arocha to the ‘amount of 7515. | Like- 


: ee Pi exe Chas 


wise Mr. Herrera, as attorney of Messrs ate exhibited two pack- 


er oilis.of 
ages of stubs of Dagens containing the name of the persons ¥ 


whom purchases: of tobacco had been made, who are Jose ne 9 


7} :: i 


Pelix Morales, Rafaet Valiente ,Diego Diaz ,Pelipe Quintere, Juan 


ee 


: Peres,dustave: ‘Alonso, Ramon Sarasa, Julian Cruz, Jese Camero, and 
the tenants of the latter, Antonio Marrere and Manuel Garcia 
Gonzalez, to the amount of 859 bundles referred te in the Letter 
dated the ath May, on page 221, Agustin Delgado, Ramon Concepcion, 
Manuel Perez,Jose Sanchez, Santana Sanches,Jese Encinosa, Manuel 
Felipe, ignacie Pujols, Jose Gonzalez,Prancisco Hoyos, Ysabel Re- 
gle de Peres, Jose Victorino, Luis Aguilar, Jose Antonie Redri- 


: | Prancices de 
gues, Pedro moraies, Martin Beltran, Isidro Rodriguez, Juan Bais 


eee : 


Cecilio Valiente and Agustin Querra,Bustaquie Capote, Blas Mar- 


quez, Leonardo Melepe, Tuan Arocha ane J9ee earane, the first ee 
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the dates ef these Pes ba yh which correspond te document No. 
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pony is the Soth March,and the last date cerresponding te docu- 


‘eons sunken 40 in ee koe ‘een 3 lest. Aad finally Mr.Herrera 
exhibited as attorney aforesaidja receipt dated May, 1696, signed 
by Rafael Reina stating the sale to the Messrs Gato of 956 


-~ - 


tte se 2 


Ve 
bundles of wrappers and Tillers ef tebacce, fer the sum of ' 
1478, 60 and that this is the sams tebacce referred te in the 
letter om page 226 before mentioned. And this proceeding is 
thereby terminated, all the decunents exhibited Temaining in 
pessessien ot Mr ‘Herreraywhe subscribed herete, tege ther with 


the witnesses: Messrs .Benj amin Sousa y Armenteres,ef age, ba- 
cheloer and residing Neptune 154, and D. Alfredo Montalvan y Be- 
nachea, native of San Juan de les Remedies, residing at Ne.5 San 
Ignacie street. at this point, Mr.Herrere exhibited the cask 
beok aunber 2,ef the transactions effected by him as the said 
attorney ef | Messrs.&.H. Gate Cigar Coapany, composed of 95 
leaves, all ef which have been uses, containing entries from the 
15th ef August 1894, which is the firte,untii the lst Sept.ef 
this year,and in which frem pages 71 te 91 corresponding te the 
lst April te July 13 of this year,appear. the payments made .to . 
their respective owners, as shewn by the packages ef stubs j¢¢- 


previeusly referred te,ef the amounts fer the bundies ef tebac~ 
ce seldi te B.H@ate Cigar Ce. up te the 14 May last. . Mr.Dere~ 
tee Herrera Alse declared ‘that the tebacce in bundles which it 


is shown he has purchased up te the 14 May ef. this year,he had 
beled fer shipment ¢6 his cénstituants,frem bundle te dale, had 
yielded a preduct ef 766 bales,ef which he has made use ef 161 


bales,lieaving in this sterehéuse 617,as alse appears from the 
tally made of said bales whese value will be fixed by the ewners 
Messrs,2.H.Gate Cigar Company,the said bales being marked 
E.H.G.0.0,- (Signed) Deretees Herrera,- B.Souga,- Alfrade Men- 
telvan,- Attest: Franciece de Castre. 


And in compliance with the erder ef this date te the peti- 
tien ef Mr.Deretee Herrera as the representative of Mexsrs. 
B,H.Gate Cigar Op,,% ieaue theese presents fer delivery ante the 
aid party. Habana, November 9th, 1896, 

(s¥az)  §-—s- (Stgndd) Jose A.Redrigues. 


I, the undersigned, Ticentiate Den Francisce de Castre y 


&. 
Flaquer, Government Notary Public in the District cef the Su 
perior Court ‘(audioncia) of Habana de hereby authenticate the 
foregoing signature ek of Den Jese Agustin Rodrigues, by 
whem is legalized the feregeing certificate dated 9th instant, 
of the proceedings instituted by Ur.Deretee Herrera, as thei + 
atterney of Mesars.E.H.Gate Cigar Cempany,te certify with ex- 
hibition ef his beaks, te certain matters referring te the pur- 
chase ef 32,255 matules er bundlesef tebaccé;. and the said in- 
Gividual is,as he styles himself,officiating, Notary,of the Couf 
Court of First Instance ef the Cathedral, District. Habana,Nev. 
$e28MGe. tn VueL Ss communion » 

(SBAL)... .oxi): (Signed), Prancigce, de Castro... 


We, the ‘undersigned, Netary Public of the ‘District ef the 
Superior Court (Audiencia) of Habana residing in this city,de 
hereby legalize the foregoing seal, signature and scroll ef Den 
‘Prancisce de Castro y laqu a Netary Public ox thie city, im 
‘the exercite ef his functions en the day of the date hereef. 
taaad, Hiveubor 9th,1806. | 
auuel Diaz Quibus, Alfrede Villegeliv. 
(SEAL OF Tim COLLECGR OP WoTaRIES). © O° 
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TRANSLATION, 


To His Excellency the Intendant General of Finance of this 
Ieland,. 
Excellency: 

Don DOROTEO HERRERA, of age,residing at ban Miguel: street 
of this city,with cedula of the llth class issued by the Mayor 
of the District where he resides; as attorney of Messrs, E.H. 
Gato Cigar Co,of New York,before Y.£, respectfully appears’ and 
states? ‘That’ °in® YJEl*s communication of ‘the 10th instant, 
which duly certified, appears in the one I énclose, the’ applica- 
tion I presented régarding ‘awthorization' to Ship tobacco to ny 
constituents has ‘been denied, The principal foundation of 
said denial* rests in the fact of it not déeing fully“jastified, 
as stated'in Y<E."%s said communication,;that thé tdbacto was ob- 
tained previous to the provisions of the Proclamation iprohibi t= 
ing its exportation, In ‘order to comply with said provision 
in the best manner, T exhibit a certificate of the notary of the 
~presoedings-of—the Government,D.Francisco de Castro,containing 
the proceédifigs initiated to that end, It will be observed: 
that by order of liéesi's .B.H.Gato Cigar C6, I purchased ‘and re- 
ceived from sévVeral tobacco growers, from 30 to 40 thousand 
bundles of tobacco,;wrappers and fillers,coming from this pro- 
vince, All these purchases Were made previous to the Procla- 
nation of ‘the Governor General ‘relative to the exportation of 
tobacco,’ ‘Suepis proved from the dates of the payment of their 
amounts and those on which I communicated them to my ‘consti« 
tuents;) ‘These gentlemen as ‘soon ‘as ‘the ‘aforesaid Proclamation 
was published, gave me orders to suspend ‘afl operations of ‘pur- 
chasing and to prepare for shipment the tobacco already pur~ | 
chased, as appears from a telegram referred to in the certifi- 
cate mentioned, Amother proof of. this assertion is the letter 


which appears on page 311 addressed to Mr.Carlos Cepero before 


2» 

it was possible ‘to foresee that there would be any need of 
making ‘this justification, It will be seen therein that the. 
anderdigue® did not accept propositions to purchase to DACCO, 
because he was prohibited from accepting ‘them by his consti- 
‘tuents. . Some tobacco,indeed, appears to have been received sub- 
sequent to the Proclamation,but that was: due toa very just... 
causé,namely: the great'care that the tebacco requires in 
order Place it in condition for bundling and the time needed 
for the different processes through which it ‘has to pass. 

Therefore,it is to be inferred from the above stated: 
that the tobacco in question was purchased previous to the 
publication of the Proclamation prohibiting its exportation: 
that the purpose for which it was obtained was that of export- 
ing it to the owners E.HiGato Cigar Co.,of New York,which I 
could do, being licensed as such an exporter: that after the 
publication of the Proclamation I have not made any operation 
whatever,limiting myself to preparing for shipment the tobacco 
I had already bought: and that all this has been duly proved 


by the énelosed certificate,authorised by the proper function~ 
ary worthy of full faith and credit. 


In view thereof the authorization requested should be 
granted, because the Proclamation mentioned cannot retroact its 
effects nor refer to the tobacco purchased before the said Pro» 
Clamation, The tobacco was obtained under the protection of } 
provisions permitting its exportation and it is not just that 
subsequent provisions should be applied to the case,which do 
not comprehend it, 

THEREFPORE,I apply to Y.E. with the request that the ne- 
cessary justification referred to in your communication of the 
10th instant be accepted as hereby made,and in view thereof 
that the authorization solicited to ship to the order of E.H. 


3. 
Gato Cigar Co.,of New York,e® the 617 bales remaining of the 


mee toe . 
bundles purchased by order of E.H.Gato Cigar 0o.,of New York, 
be given, : 
IT also 


» 
te Aa 
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that the total amount of the tobacco 
which I, was.able .to..ship 15 bjection,and there re~ 


* 


mained «in .the store,.of, B.HvG@ate, Cigar Co the 617 bales .re- 


ety 


ferred to in the application, 


> °C IWPRNDANCY GENERAL OF “PINANCE Of the ISLAND’ of CUBA, 
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In view of your second application as attorney of Messrs, 
E.H.Gato Cigar Compahyjof New York,requesting permission to 
export a certain amount af t4b’0e0, bosates you esteem that you 
made the necessary justification referred to in the communi 
cation of the 10th September last,in which the said permission 
to export 600 bales of leaf tobacco was denied. 
0° Comp idering that: in the procesdings. initiated by Don: Doro- 

-teocHebreréthe fact upon which he bases bis claim is not 
proved, that istithe €kivtenct"of a contract under which the said 
person was compelled to purchase remit to E.H.Gato Cigar Co. 
the tobacco in question,’ 

Cpnsidering that only if such a contract existed Previous 
to the date of the Governor and Captain General‘s Proclamation 
could the permiesion be given to export the todacco within the 
period given in said Proclamation, | 

Considering that even admitting the existence of that con= 
tract Mr.Herrera has not proved such a fact,nor has he ree 

quested the permission to export said tobacco within the ten 
days provided by the Proclamation, 

Considering, that the Tact df acceding now to these subse- 
quent claims would imply the infraction of an order of an obli- 
gatory and géneral arture,which having betn issued in the in- 
tereat of the public pannet be digobeyed whilet the authority 

who dictated it does mot revoke it or modify it, 

the Governor and Captain Gene#el tn eonformity with the 


proposition of this Intendancy bea bean pleased to reject your — 
second claim end does not permit the quper tation of the 600 
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TO THE x 
| ARTMENT of STATE. 
| plidation for leave of absenc R, SPRINGER , 
United States reial Agent at Caibarien. 


U. $. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, wovembér 14.1896. 


Hanoredle William ¥. Reakhil1, 
Absistant Secretary of State, 


Siri+ 
T have received an application for leave ef absence 
fer six senks with permiesion te visit the United States, 
from Me. Tames. H. Springer, United States Ceonmercial Agent 
at Caibarien,district of San Juan de les Remedies,who de- 
gies te take a cea veyage fer hig health and have an epper- 
tunity te cénsult and American eoqulist for failing sight. 
As the American Schooner "RED WING",leaves that pert 
for Apaleciceig and New York about the 16th. instent,Mr. 
Springer intents te take advantage ef probably the only ep- 
_ “portunity that will pregent iteelf for months,and take pas- 
sage in that vessel. 
The office will be left in charge ef Mr.Pedre Rodriguez, 
whe acted ae Mr .Springer's substitute fer about four months 
in 1801,while he had temperary charge of the Matanzas Con- 
sulate. | 
s Thde de the second time only that he bat asked for leave 
Guring a service of twelve years,and woder the circumstances 
and well acquainted with the facts of hie case,I have tele- 
graphed him my appreval, inaccordante with paragraph 442 of 
Consular Regulations, but will alse notify him that he myst 
held himeelf subject te the Department's order to réturn 
immediet&ly te his peat,shoeuld circumstances require it. 
I am, Sir,your obedient servant, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 14,1896, 
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Case of Mr,.PETER E.RIVERY. 


One enclosure, 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, November 14th, 1896. 
Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington. DB. C. 


Complying with He instruction No.142 of the 22nd 
ultimo,I addressed a commnicateen to the Governor Captain 
conte asking for a prompt and conclusive investigation 
by the proper authgrities,in the matter of the assault and 
insult sufferred ins Sarda troops of the “Leon"® battalion, 
by Mr.PETER ¢ .RIVERY, an Pea citizen on his own estate 
oparuniea’, (S.de Guba),on the 24th June last, 


In reply the Acting Gaptain General informs me that 


W 


the Captaincy General had no knowledge of the said aggres- 


gion,but would ask for a repo rt from the proper authorities, 


es, ee 


and decide in accordance therewith. 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


The Marquis de AHUMADA to Mr.SPRINGER, Nov! 11th,1696. 
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H AB ANA , November 14,1896. 


s 


- Having no information in regard to the assault,which as 


' : 
: ; 


you. state, the AAmerican citizen Mr Peter E.Rivery,;has suffered 


at his.own plaritation,and which you communicate t6 mean your — 


: | os we) F 
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letter of the 9th instant,I have asked the proper authority 


for particulars in order ‘to transmit them to you. 


a we * 
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@od guard you many years. Habana, Nov.11,1896. 


% 
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(Signed) BI Marques Ge Ahumada, 
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Captain General in charge... 
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To the Consul General of the United States, 
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HABANA, November 14,1896, 


a 5° 
wee mM. LEE Pi » 


} TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of Mr, JOSE SALVADOR FLURIACH, : 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, November 14th,1896, 
Hon? William W,Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary, of State. 
Washington, PD, ¢c. 
Siri- 

With respect to your instruction No.154,of October 20th, 
regarding the complaint of Mr,JOSE SALVADOR FPLURIACH, an.. 
American merchant of dante Cruz del Sur,of not being per- 
mitted by the Commanding General of Manzanililo,to tow certain 
cedar tember from Boca de Sevilla to Santa Cruz or Manzanilio 
for export, I am informed by the Acting Captain General, that 
the communication of this consulate general of the 10th inst: 
on the subject, was the first notice received of the matter; 


that he had asked for a report from the corresponding author~ 
‘ 


ities,and according to the reply would inform this office 


of the decision reacied in the matter. 


‘- om, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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The Marquis de AHUMADA to Mr,SPRINGER,Nov: 11th,1896, 
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TRANSLATION, 
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courteous letter of the 10th inst- 


. a 


“ 


ant of the claim of Jose Salvador Fluriach,received from the 


; 4 < 


Department of State-of the United States,and this being the 


e t 
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we 


first information I have on the subject,I have addressed the 


ws 
¥ : 
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proper au ority asking for a report thereon,and as soon as 


soe te " ® ‘ ” 
te + 


: 


received I will have .the honor to communicate it to you. <a 


wh ’ ‘" @ 
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“you many years + Habana, 1] -Hev. » L896, 
a Signed) Em Marques de Ahmada, 
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Qaptai n General in charge. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, wWovember 14th, 1896. 


Mr. WE SPRINGER, 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Transmitting copy and translation of reply of the | 


Intendant General of Finance to Messrs F.BAURIEDEL x CO,. 


One encledure, 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 
HABANA, wWovember 14th,1696. 
William W,Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


With reference to previous despatches numbers 139 and 


f’ 


146 of September 18th and 25th,ardi 241 of October 16th, 


relative to the tobacco protest of Messrs F.BAURIEDEL & Co, 
at their request I now transmit copy and translation of the 
reply of the Inténdant General of Finance to their petition 
of September loth, for the information and use of the De- 
partment of State, 


I aM, Sir, 


- Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure? 


Copy ani translation of letter to BAURIKDEL x 00,of the 
Intendant General of Finance. 


Enclosure Wo. wien Peagatan No.2i8. ‘Movenber 14th, 1896. 
ae .  ‘FRANSLATION , ae 
Intendency General. of Finance 
of the Island of Cuba 
ninth 
( Sth of Nov. 96. ) 
mee bien “ofthe new nenorial presented by you , accompanying act before 
Notary Public in sadak aseuay various sudio ddeale », Stating shat thas have 
P @ bought for account of Messrs - Bauriedel and Co , teaf for five thousand bales 
oa of tobacco , in fulfillment of orders received from the United States and which 
they wish te export ae : 

Considering that. on the Sth of gertenper Last said angen aner were noti- 
fied already in an exprese and definite wanner 1) that the proff offered by 
them could not produce the effects they. pretend sf ‘because the proofs of the facts. 
stated would always tenain outside oj the Malo given for exportint the tobaece 
2) that on the othher: rede. there was no- Teason why to concede to said parties 
what had been denied to others in analogous circunstacces » Jor in doing so 
it would be an infrigement of the dispositions of the highest autority of the 
psltand inspired by a high interest of public character ; dispositions which 
bind to their fulfillment ‘all residing in the territory of the Island . 

Considering that the expressions of said resolution made inefficactous 

and innecessary any fucthas steps of Mesirs .. Bauriedel and Co with a view to 
obtain what has been twice denied already 
| Considering thet. it is not necessary toenter into examination of the force — 


and value of thts information , which ought to have been recetved not before 


Notary Public » Out before a judge as being an attribute of a judicial authori- 4 


: Considering that the statement made in the act fresented , that Mesere . . 


F.. Bauriedel and Co also export tobacco for their own account , gives rise to 


H 


aaa 


Translation , 2. 


the Geant wether the tobacco they eee bought: a YeTee acquired to fulfill 
the orders received i Tom foseten houses of for negotiations proper to said 
firm » @ fact which in it’s time and place would have to be justified 

Considering at last , that as it has been declared by the highest authes 
tity that the proof (of justification ) could not at present peoduce the 
effects desired > hes felley the Governorand Captain General , tin conforni- 
ty with the HESS sf the daucbat Intendency of Fiionte , has found proper . 
to deny.again the authorisation asked for to export q stated quantity of Leaf 
Tebacco produced in the Provinces ‘of Habana and Pinar del Rio. 

Which by order of his Baclly. , T conmunicate to you for your knowiedge 
and as a resolution of the nenorial® vevscuted by you. 
Saban d, y Novenber Sth 1898. 
af signed Emil ic Fagoaga 


Messrs a Baurtedel and be 


Intendencia General de Hactenda 
de la 
ISLA de CUBA 
o .. 9682. 
(Stamp ) Intendencia Grol de Haciend a 
9 ,ov 96 


SALIDA 
: WIsth to nueva instancia por Vds - presentada acon- 

pahando acta nntesial en le ahe. varéos sujetes aparecen afirnando el hecho 
de haber comprado por cuenta de los sres . Bauriedel y Ca, hoja para cineo mil 
tercios de tabaco , en cumpl iniento »e Siicaae senieeaaa de Los Eetados Uni- 
dos > y que desean exportar 

Considerando que ya en a6 geptiehore dltino Se manifesto & Los eapre- 
sados Sts. de un modo exbreco’ y dg ilindetess lo ‘que la infornacion por’ ellos 
ofrecida no podia procpess Los, efectos que pretendian per que la justificacion 
de los haghes. alegados sieupre bendrian é tesuitar hecha fuera del plazo shine: | 
lado. para que pudiera derijicarse La exportacion Gel tabaco +; y 20 que , por 
o tra parte no habia razon que abonage ni institiaese el jue Se Goncedtese 4G 
dichos interesados una autorizacion que 4 otros em andlogo caso les habia si- 
do negadea , porque de hacerlo ast resultarian infringidas Las dégposiciones 
rea Auteridad superior de la [sla inspiradas en un alto interes d¢ caractar 
péblico , disposiciones que obligan & eu cumpliaiento @ tedos los residentes 
en el territorio de ie jsla 

Considerando que tos terninos de. La ya citada resolucion eres inejicaz 
é innecesaria toda nueva gestion de lowe gres - F. Baurtedel y Ca al efecto je 


obtener La autorizacion que pos dos ieces les ha sido negada . 


Copy ..2. 


Considerando que no es necesario entrar & ecaninar la fuerza y valor seat 
de esta informacion , que no ante un Notario y st ante un juez debiera ser re- 
cibida , en cuanto ea atribucion propia de la Autoridad judicial 

Considerando que la afirmacion hecha en el acta presentada, de que los 
S7Te@s F Bauriedel y Ca se dedican tambien por cuenta propia 4&4 la exportacion de r 
tabaco en rama , viene &@ suscitar la !uda de si el tabaco comprado estaba ad quiet 
rido para dar cumpliniento & las conisiones recibidas de casas estranjeras , 6 
para negociactones propias de La expresada sazon social , hecho que en su caso 
y Lugar tendria que ser justijieado te ae 

Considerande por lting que. declavade como lo esta: por te Autoridad superio: 
que la justificacion que se pretende ino. podria en La actualidad producir lés. 
efectoe que se tnteresan , <1 Excmo + gt.. Gobernador y.Capitan General de con- 
fornidad con La pedsuonte por ta yntendencia Gral de Riotesde ha tenido & bten 
dénegar nuevanente la autorizacton solic¢itada para exportar determinada canti- 
dad dé neegee en rane producido en Las provincias de la Habana y Pinar del Rio 

Lo que de orden de Sikes: comun ted a Vds . para su ‘@onociniento y como Te- 
solucion @ la inatancia por yas. Presentada 

Dios guarde @ Vde . ms, dew abana : Manbeg 5/96 


(Firndao Emilio Fagoaga’ 


cres . F, Baurtedel g Ca 


Secretary of State. 


ON ORP G7 


Mr .SPRINGER. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of S.HERNSHEIM and Company's tobacco. 


Transmitting statement of Messrs . NEUHAUS 
and affidavit ef Mr.FIDEL FERNANDEZ. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 18.1896. 


Henorable William VW. Rockhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
siri- 

With reference to despatch Ne.1869 of October 21st. 
last, with which was forwarued the pretest of Messrs. 
NEUHAUS NEUMANN and Company,as the representatives of 
Messrs.S.HERNSHEIM Brothers and Company,and to your in- 
structien No.153 of October 29th.,I have new the honer te 
transmit copies of a statement by Messrs.NEUHAUS NEUMANN 
and Company,swern te by Mr.FPEDERICO NEUMANN,and an affi- 
davit ef Mr.FIDEL FERNANDEZ, the tebacce buyer of said firm. 

I an,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Two enclesures:- 


1.Messrs.NEUHAUS NEUMANN and Co.te Mr.SPRINGER. 
2.Affidavit of Mr.FIDEL PERNANDEZ. 


_ Enclesure No.1. 


fabana; November 18.1896. 


Copy. 

“Rabana, Nevenber 17. 1696. 

Joseph re Springer, sa., 3 a | 
Vice Consul General U. Shey 


i 


| at Habana, 
bien | | | 

Your esteemed lietter ag 4th. inet was duly received 
and noted: 

Referring tothe instruction received from the Depart- 
ment ef State which is queted in yeur valued letter,we beg 
leave te say:- 

First: That ne contracts in writing have ever existed 
between ourselves -or our buyers and the farmers from whom 
tebacces were beught. 

Secend: We hand yeu herewith hthe affidavit of 
FIDEL FERNANDEZ,the buyer of all tebacce ewned by $.HERNSHEIM 
Bros and Co.,L't'd. that is at present stered in Habana and 
for the shipment ef which said firm is now awaiting permis- 
sien. 

Third: It is absolutely a physical impossibiligy for us 
er any one else to precure the affidavit frem the farmers 
frem whem said purchases were made,for the reason that we 
know that seme ef said farmers are dead,many left the Island 
directly after the receipt ef money and the balance are 
scattered where it would be impessible to find them. 

Fourth: It has been custemary ever since we have knewn 
anything cencerning the purchase ef tebacce frem farmers in 
the Island ef Cuba,that such trades er contracts have eeaye 
been verbal. This custom has been,senely y and only. | 

We do hereby swear to the correctness of the abeve facts. 
We are,Sir,your ebedient servants, 


(signed) NEUHAUS NEUMANN and Cempany. 
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Consulate General, 
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On this 17th -Novembe 


Coe a Cae ta ee pee Z 


me, the undersigned,Mr.FPEVERICO NEUMANN,ene ef the firm of 


al Py 


- a} 


Messrs.NEUHAUS NEUMANN and Co.of this city,and deposed unte 


the facts contained in the feregoing letter,which bears the 
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signatures of his firm, and declared that the same are true. 
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(signed) Pdo. NEUMANN, 


Before ‘me? ~ 
(signed) JOSEPH A? SPRINGER, 


Vice Goxnsul General. 
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U.S.Consulate General, — 
H-A-B-A-N-A. 

On this 17th. November 1896,before me,the undersigned 
U.S.Vice Consul General at Habana,personally appeared Mr. 
FIDEL FERNANDEZ of this city,to me personally known, who 
being duly sworn did declare and state as follows:- 

, That his name is FIDEL FERNANDEZ y OBREGON, native of 
Santander,44 years of age and resides in this city; that 


ne has been actively engaged in the tobacco business dur- 


ing the past ten years: that for four years past he has 


acted as the buyers Messrs.NEUHAUS NEUMANN and Co,of this 
city,the Agents: of MessraQHURNSHEIM Bros.and Co.of New 


Orleans,and has purchased large and small quantities of to- 


bacco throughout the provinces of Habana and Pinar del Rio 


from the Vegueros and Sitieros the tobacco growers, the 
large and small growers; that he has paid for: considerable 
tobacco at the moment of purchase,given checks and orders 
on the firm for part,and has also made verbal contracts 

and agreements for the purchase of the tobacco not even 
yet cut; that it has not been customary in this business 

to make signed and sealed contracts,each man's word is held 
as good as his bond, and the agreements , and verbal con- 
tracts are scrupulously complied with; that he himself,had 
@ verbal contract with Messrs.S.HERNSHEIM Bros.and Co.,of 
New Orleans, to purchase sated exclusively for said firm, 
which was shipped through its agents, the said Messrs. 
NEUHAUS NEUMANN and Co.,and that in the secomd year,he en- 
tered into a written contract with said firm of $.HERNSHEIM 
Bros. and Co.for two years,which was renewed at its expira- 
tion,for another two years and will nee expire until Mar. 
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and is shown by his orders 


ie : “ 


og ' ‘ , s yi mS Sabnic, es “i 


ie 
t 


or account of sages irm 


e% 
nik 
“5 


% Aas . ay... 


a 7 : « 


= 


»memoranda,and accountstransmitted to the firm of 


‘ $ 7 < yar, 


Co,,the Agents of his employers, 


such memoranda are probably in ‘their poss essi on, " 


Se? 


(signed) FIDEL FERNANDEZ. 


or r 


“subseribed and sworn to before me,date as above 
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(signed) JOSEPH A.SPRINGER 
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U.S.Vice Consul. General, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, Wévember 18th, 


Trial ef the "COMPETITOR" prisoners. 


i vn slike cel a lic si oan 


one enclosure, 


U. $8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Wovembe? 15th,1896. 
Hen: William W.Reckhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington, D. C. 
Sirti 
| With reference te the case of the "COMPETITOR" 

. prisoners,I herewith transmit a cepy of a tateer received 
this morning sian tele MELTON, respecting the contimation ef 
ths trial ef himself and the other prisoners, and the inform- 
atien given him by the Judge ,that the case would be settled 
very SOGh, 


I am, Sir, 


Yeur ebedient servant, 


Enclosure. 


Mr.ONA MELTON to Mr.SPRINGER, Nevember 16th,1896. 


Enclosure No.l. 


gees ie, a 


with . spat ch No.220. 
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H ABSDUA, Woveubay 29th, 3996, 
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COPY. 
Wt .Cabaha,cell 41,Nov.16th,1696. 


Mr Springer,» 
Dear Sir: 

The trial of the "Competitor" prisoners by ordinary 
naval court martial in the»"Guarto, de Bandera" in fort Cabafias, 
was cont inued yesterday before the Naval Judge Instructor Fer- 
nandez Lopez Saul and the full Rapeesy ree of Dr.Vedia. Jorge 
Porran, teadore Maza and ‘ny self” were taken;as ‘far as I know no- 
thing new or different was developed by these depositions from 
these made in the. previous court martial of May. 

The "Juez mnaereoney yer | me personally that the case 
would be settled very soon), 

I take the first opportunity to inform you of this,as I 
was. requested to write to the Consulate whenever anything new 
occurred to keep the Consulate informed. This was before Gen. 
Lee left. 

I protested against the method of procedure when the trial 
began a few weeks ago,but really I suppose it makes but little 
difference about the method of trial as I fancy that the span- 
lards have decided beforehand what they intend doing with us 
and the trial will be a mere form. 

I am,Sir,yours most respectfully, 
(Signed) Ona Melton. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Nevember 18th,1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


{>} —__- 


Estate of Mr. EDUARDO MITJANS, late of Matanzas. 
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U. $8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Wovember 18th,1896. 


Honorable William W.Rockhiil, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D,.Cc. 

Sir: | 

In reply to your instruction number 158 of the 7th inst- 
ant I herewith transmit a copy of a letter received from our 
Consul at Matanzas relative to the estate of Mr.Edward Mitjans, 
who died in said sity im March,1696. 


I am ,Sir,your obt.servant, 


1 Emclosure, 


Mr .Brice to Mr.Springer,Nov.16th,1896, 


Enclosure No.l, 
With Despatch No.22h, .- 
Habana, November 18th,1696. 
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| Copy . 


‘U,S.Consulate of America, 


| Habana, November 16th, 1896, 
Joseph A.Springer,Esq., ‘ 
Vice Consul general, Habana, 
Sirs 
Replying to your letter of inquiry.dated November 12th, 
1696,relating to Mr.Edward Mitjans ,who died in this city last 
March I find from good authority that Mr.Mitjans was possessed 
of considerable puoperty; also left @ will,which I understand 
has been probated ( cqntents of will unknown to me) Mr .Pedro 
Serra, hie book-keéper, vas appointed executor of will, and 
assumed entire controll of Mr eit jane business,a-Tailoring @S~ 
tablishment which he is now run running. 
As near as I ‘oan, 20 learn, the following schedule represents 
Mr .Mit jens assets at time of his death. - 
79 shares in Matanzas R.R.Co.at $500 
Stock in hand | 


Outstanding accounts (over) 


Cash in hand (amount not known) 


Total 
Mr .Mitjans left six (6) natural children: four girls 
placed in school somewhere in Alabama, U{Sf . Two sons,one here 
with pedro Serra as guardian (and I understand is badly treated) 
and one in Spain. 


I learn Mr.Mitjans fully recognized his children and dee 
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Serra (executor) ‘umdeer an account of this property, 
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told by good authority he is appropriating every thing availa- 
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ble to hie own account. - 
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(Signed) A.0.Brice, 


U.8.Consul., 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 19th,.1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Confirming telegrams received. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


| HABANA, November 19th.1896. 


Honorable William W. Rockhi2i, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sixt » 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 


following telegrams from the Department: - 

(cypher) “Washington,November 17th. 
"American Consul Genéral,Habana. 
"The Minister at Madrid cables in reference to Ward 


"Line execution that telegram sent for necessary data, 
"favorable action will follow no doubt when answer 
"received", 


‘(signed) ROCKHILL. 
"Washington,November 16th. 


"Springer, American Consul,Habana. 
"Cable from Minister at Madrid says Ward embargo sus- 
"pended by telegraph". : 
(signed) ROCKHILL. 
I tave communicated the fcregoing intelligence to 


Messrs.Hidalgo & Company,the Agents of the Ward Line. 


I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


“thee 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 20th.1896. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of the "COMPETITOR". 
w-------- -=Q--------- 


Advising having received copy of appointment of 
ALPRED LABORDE as Master , and having transmitted it to the 
Court. 


ee et 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 2oth.1896, 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
Sir: - ) 
I have the honor to inform the Department that on the 
14th.instant I reeeived from Mrs.EMMA LABORDE,of Key West, 
a copy certified by the Collector of Customs of that port 
of the oath and appointment of her husband as Master of the 
American Schooner "COMPETITOR". 
this certificate to the dollector with the -e- 
quest that he procure the authentication of his signature 
by the Spanish Consul; believing that the document would be 


more valid before the Court here,and also forestall any ob- 
jection that might be offered,for the want of such formality. 
~ he certificate has been teturned duly endorsed, and 
I havé transmitted it to the Governor General,with the re- 
quest that it be forwarded to the Court having cognizance of 
Mr. LABORBE’ S case. 

In her letter Mrs.LABORDE states that she had been inform- 
ogby the Collector that the Spanish Conswl had also obtained 
a certificate regarding her husband,and the port he had clear- 
ed for,Miami, 


I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Ssh 2 | : e “ ; stn, \ 
Vice Censil-General. <\ eee, 
i é . 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Nevember 21st,1896. 


Transmitting correspendence with Mr.W.HIMELY, the 


Manager ef Central "OCCITANIA", relative te an erder te 


fertafy the "batey"® ef his estate, 


2 enclosures, 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Wevember 218t,1896, 


Hon: William W.Reckhill, | 
Assistant Secretary ef State. 
Washingten, D. C. 


Sir:- 
I have the honer te transmit herewith fer the infern- 
atien of the Department,a cepy eof a letter received from 
| / / Mr. W.HIMELY,manager ef the Central "OCCITANIA", or-taca,ia, 
y respecting an order which ke states he had received from 
the Alealéde or Mayor ef the tewn te place a ferce upon his 
estate. | 
I have answered Mr .HIMELY, that said erder seems only to 
Z excite his co-operation, anastates the necessity ef forti- 
fying his "batey" er amplifying its means ef defense against 
the incendiary intentions ef the insurgents; and I send 
him a copy of Gen: WRYLER'S nete te Mr.LEE,ef August 2nd,last, 


in answer te a similar complaint. 


I am, Sir, 


Your ebedient servant, 


’ Jnr < « é. BOO 


fice Censul eral. 
é : : * ae 
Enclosures: 


1. Mr .HIMELY to Consul General LEE, Nevember 5th,1896. 
2. Mr.SPRINGER to Mr,HIMELY, Nevember 19th,1696. 
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HABANA, November B/E 1096. 
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me) Ome Have Bored tuto hore ama DL she is 
“American citisens,I would be very much obliged rege you fe ad- 
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We have so far had no “destacamento" on this estate, and 
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though ail the cane We might have ground last year was burnt 
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ey es: 
Signed: 7 


tom, the bul Tans. ute tae so far been thoroughly respected 
: RBA o 

both by the Government troops and by the insurgents,and which 

fact is due both to the nationality of the owners,to our not 


having ground,and not having had a "destacamento" (detachment). 


Om the 20th of last momth I received a communication from 


Be the "Alcaldia® (Mayor's office) of which I enclose a copy. The 


meaning of this paper,! see,is that we are to put a"destacamen- 
So" here, and I sent a cable to the owners telling them that the 


Government had ordered us to build forts,but the Captaincy 


General in Havana did mot let the cable pass,and said they had 


/ 


2. 
given no euch order} that we were not obliged to put troops on 
the estates but if we did we would have to build forts. 

The position as you see is rather a complex one, and what 
makes tt more 80 is that money is very scarce, If we do fortify 
the place it is very likely that we will draw the insurgents 
down on us, If fe do not we will pe on a worse footing than We 
aré at present with the Spaniards,and not only that,but the 100 
or wore families which have deen ordered out of their "sitios" 
(fares) end have Moved into here and built their houses,will 
be ordered ; evay from here,which would be el Sor eb. Week Gs 
you advise me to do? 


ce an,Sir,etc. 


) (Signed) W.Himely, 
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the, Goverment. earing with foundation that the enemy of 
the public peace of tata Gduntry intends to seevdhscden by fire 
the “bateyes" ef the sugar entatde y Gherent | vou, sin érder 
te prevent this evil,te co-operate in’favér of the fnterests 
invyour ecare,and to aid within your power towards saving same. 

Therefore,it, is urgently, necessary;te preceed to ferti- 
fy your "batey" er otherwise to amplify its means of defense, 
if: it has them,in order te frustrate the intentiens ef the 
enemyy net emitting, te:that,end.any,sacrifice,whatever..which.... 
will. redound. te athe, benefit, mot,enly ef, the-plantation,of...... . 
which+ you, are, the. manager,buteef:the scared cause ef the 
Country, which: should, te bravely defended. by,a11.the,loyal. 

t that, you, will, understand the reasons..expressed .. 
andy the, goed: will. which, animates, the, superier, authorities 
and, thatstherefere, you.will.attend,properly tomy recom. . 
mendation which, emanates frem the, Superior, authority; my 


that of avoiding greater. evils. than those which 
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Letter of the Sth instant addressed to Consul general 
LeesWas received on the 18th,and a copy of it will be trans-. 

mitted to nt of State, °° * 

co ~Eomete: that you state you have received an order from the 

Alcalde’ or: r of your % on the 20th Wltimo,to place a 


tacamato",or force on your estate, but on referring to the 


order of which you send a copy,;it seems to entreat your co- 
operation in favor of the iatérests in your care,and states 
that it will be necessary to fortify your"batey* or otherwise 


amplify its means of defense against the intentions of the 


insurgents to destroy it by fire. 


As bearing upon this point,I enclose a note (b.1.m, 
dated Ond August last,of Captain General Weyler to Mr.Lee. 
I am, Sir, etc, 
(Signed) Joseph A.Springer, 
Vice Comsul General. 


Enclosure: Copy of note of Gen.Weyler referred to, 


* 


TRANSLATION,© (00 bm 
The general in Ohier of the Arny of Soubaniene of the 
Island. or. Cuba salutes, the Consul General of the United States 
and has the honor to ‘afore him Aah | swer to his courteous 
note ot yesterday, that it este news peary to apply to the ac- 
tive service oF the campaign the foreve whieh have been guarding 
the plantations, the Latter have remained Without any fixed 
garrison,but the owners of éatates are althorized 46 keep on 
their own account any armed force which they may deem conve- 
nient after compitance gith the precesdings set forth in the 
ciroular dictated to that effect; the General having »besides, 
ordered: the columns of the atmy to protect them as far as the 
pretereat aervice ot the: campaign may permit it, 
Lieutenant General Wey ler warquis of Tenerife, avails Wee 
seir of the occasion to reiterate te Ie Pitohugh tee the as- 
surances or bis esteem and distinguished consideration. 
i , Fat aaa nal #4086. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, vember 21st,1596. 


Mr. KEN SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


eof Mr. THEODORE L.VIVES,Nevr 12th. 


One enclosure, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, WNovember 218t,1896. 


Hen: William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washi ngte Ile D J G * 


Siri« 


I have te inferm the Department ef the arrest on the 
18th instant ef Mr,THEODORE L.VIVES, a naturalized citizen 
ef the United States, 

A letter frem ur. VIVES, received teoday,states that he 
was arrested for some trouble he had with the proprietor 
ef the Inglaterra Hetel,whe had ferbidden him to go inte his 
house. Se far as I can learn from inquiries, VIVES,er as 
he was alse knewn, POUS,is also a hotel interpreter,and 
ami has tried to get passengers away from the Inglaterra 
Hotel. When he called that day te see one of the guests , 
he was ordered off,and then get inte a quarrel with ene ef 
the hotel interpreters. The preprieter then erdered his arrest 
am he was taken te police headquarters,kept 4 days "incomu- 
hicade",and then placed at the dispesal ef the Guadalupe 
District Ceurt ef First Instance. But this Ceurt, as I learn, 
on hearing that the charges against VIVES were for "infidencia" 
or treasen,turned the case over to the Captaincy General,or 
the military jurisdictien. 

Mr VIVES is a native eof Cienfueges,25 years of age, 
was naturalized at the Superior Court ef New Yerk en the 14th 
ef Octeber,189l,according te his certificate of naturaliza~ 
tien,which he had once used as a passport fer Spain,as it 
is visaed by this Gever ment fer the Peninsula,March 29th'95. 
He was registered in this effice July 23rd,last, Ne.4672, 


and furnished with a certificate ef his registry toi present 


te the General Goverment for inscriptien,under General WEY- 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


LER'S decree ef July l4th,last. In his letter te this 
office Mr.VIVES refers to the fact that he had net registered 
at the General Government because he was going to New York 


the day he was arrested. 


I send a communication te the General Government teday, 
stating the fact ef his citizenship and ask for him the rights 
and privileges he is entitled to as such, I feresee, however, 
that in case the charges against him result te be serious, 
this Government will net consider him as entitled to invoke 
the rights and privileges grahted by its laws,because he 
cannet preve having complied with the requirements of the 
register as provided by General WEYLER'S decree. (See dis- 
patch MWe.54,July 16th.) The epinien ef the Department upon 
this subject is known to this office, and will be availed 


of if found necessary, 


“- 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: « 


Mr .VIVES te Mr.SPRINGER, Nevember 19th,1896, 


Enclosure No.1... 
With Despatch No. 225, 
HABANA, November @2lst,. 1696. 
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Habana,November 19th,1896. 


Joseph A. Springer, Esq.,; 
Eig iviée Cénsut general, 
ne Habana, 
Sirs” 

My folks have come to seé you several times,but they could 
not givé you an exact account “of myarrést,as I will do ‘now, 
On Thursday last in the morning I went to the hotel Inglaterra 
to see Mr.Dart,an American sketchér,for the American newspaper 
"The Herald" and when I went to the office as usual,to ask for 
said person,one they call the "interpreter" ,named Celestino, in 
a very rough way told me that I could not go inthe hotel. At 


once I tried to ask for an explanation,and the answer I got was 


that he went behind the door and got a stick with a knife in 
it,and made a dash for me,and then I ran outside while I had 
him after me all the time, Then came Villamil (proprietor of 
the hotel) and as he never liked me very much,he called a sol- 
dier and went to the station with me, there he went to a private 
room and opare with the celador (police officer) Quiffones for 

about twenty minutes and without asking me anything the celador 
salé to the policeman‘take him to the Cuartel de Orden Publico 


(Police headquarters) and incommunicate him. I was surprise to 


hear that,but I did not want to disobey and I went. They had 
me incommunicated for 4 days then afterwards they took me to 
the Court and I was surprised to hear that I was accused of 
having given news to this sketcher against the Spanish cause,nw 


now mind,how could I have given news to a person that I was 
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going tO solicitate for the first time? And besides I can prove. 
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that I mever care for politics,because if I was an insurgent I 


‘oa 
se 


would be in the country and, not here. The whole thing is that 
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in time of peace I work for otheF hotels and I have done him 
in the line of business,in a fair way,all the harm. I could. 


” hy 
” - Rae . 
a ee 


So now you ‘know exactly and truly the cause of my arrest which 
I tau swear before God. To-day the 19th,is mine days that I am 
arrested,and also they have mé in @ dirty ¢amp little dark 


id ‘aka 


room, I-hope you try and hurry this case for I wish.to be out 


Wi : é 


of héré as 800m as I can. I have not been registered in the 


General Government because I was goitg te New York the day when 


they arrested me. Hoping te hear f¥om you . goon { remain,I re- . E 


main etc, : 
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U. §. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Nevember 23rd,1896. 
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Mr. °. - SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


nr *. 
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 Gase of the "COMPETITOR", 


The copy ef ALFREDO LABORDE'S eath and appointment 


. F a - ee awe : — , 9 | whet oe j ears ns t — v > ¢ howe comanns ree 2 


as master of said vessel has been sent te the Marine Court. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, | Nevember 23rd,1896. 
Hon? William W.Reckhil1, 
Assistant Secretary ef State. 


Washingten. D. Cc. 


Referring te despatch Ne.223,6f the 19th instant, 
I have ‘te Anterm the Department that the cepy ef the oath 
and ace chins ef ALFREDO LABORDE as master ef the Schr:- 
"COMPETITOR", transmitted by this effice te the General 
Geverment,has been forwarded te the Commandant General 
ef Marine, the Admiral commanding this Naval Station, which 
qathority has cognizance ef the case of the capture ef 
said vessel. 
tT am, Sir, 


Yeuy obedient servant, 


P.S. : 
Mr .LABORDE sent me a message,that he had been well 


treated while recently in the hespital, (as reperted in Ne. 


211,Nev:12th,) and had been returned te the "CABANQ" at his 


ewn request. ye 
‘ 2 | ‘ 


No. 2 27, 


Prec) 


‘U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, WNevember 24th,1896. 


SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


— ll 


Case ef ANTONIO SUAREZ del VILLAR.,Cienfuegos. 


Charged with purchase and concealment ef arms and emnuni tien 


for the insurrestion, 
Certificate ef his citizenship asked fer and furnished. 


OS me ee Ce 


enclesures. 
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Secretary of State 
NOV 30 1896 


- 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Wevember 24th,1896. 
Hen: William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef Stat e.. 
Washingten. D. C. 


Siri-«- 


With reference te despatch Ne.167 ef the 7th October, 
relative te the arrest at Cienfueges ef Mr.ANTONIO SUAREZ 
del vik transmit the answer ef the General Gevernment 
te my nete ef the 6th instant asking to be informed respect- 
ing this case; and cepy ef my reply which embedies the cer- 
tificate required, respecting Mr.SUAREZ del VILLAR'S naturali- 
zation in the United States and his ‘Togsster in this ha: 
The U.S.¥Vice Censul at Cienfueges,referring to the fact 


ati 


of having received several pitiful letters from Mrs.SUAREZdel 


VILLAR, states further ‘:-. 


"The cenditien ef this peor family cempesed ef father, 
"mother and feur children,(miners) is mest pitiful.It is a 
"mest respectable family,ence pessessed ef considerable wealth, 
"but new reduced te extreme peverty by the ravages of war. The 
"ioprie ment ef the father,upen whese daily laber the family 
"new depends for their suppert, is therefere,a great hardship. 
"i Suarez dei Viller thinks that if Gen: Weyler would at least 


"order the transfer of his case te the eivil courts he might 


ed sive get out or jail en batl, te the eet reliet of pis 


ue, Fis, fis ‘3 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


"family" .= 

But in view ef the nature ef the charges against hin, 
I think this expectation is futile. 

I alse transmit cepy ef Mr.SUAREZ del VILLAR'S state~ 
ment te this effice cencerning his arrest. 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclesures:- 

l.~ The Secretary General to Mr.SPRINGER,Nevr 19th,1896. 

2.- Mr. SPRINGER te the Gevernnent General. 

$.- Mr,SUAREZ del VILLAR'S statement te the Consul Gen:0ct 31. 


Enclosure No. A. 
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Translation,. 


PRE GOVEREMEN of the errors ite CUBA, 


‘— 47a 


‘Secretary General's office. 


ithe Sie FOP 


To (the ix. 
Consul General, of «the United States,Habana. 
Sir: - “ eee. fa 
(His Excellency the Captain General,in a communication 
dated 15th,instant, says to H.Eathe Governor General as. follows: 
»»“Eecollency:-,.Consequent .to,Y¥.E.'s polite; note of the 
oy /®9ths instant, relative,to,the civilian,Don- ANTONIO SUAREZ 
. "@e1.VIBLAR, I have to :inform you.that said individual, 
"together with,two -others,is arrested and-indicted at 
/o*Qlenfueges charged with .the purchase ‘and concealment 
“of arms .@né ammunition intended for the -insurrection; 
"and the accused having alleged his status as ascitizen 
cofof the Gnited @tates,in acseparate note of this date, 
oc 8Echave requested Y.E:to ask the United States Consul 
ve"@eneral for a.certificate of the decument or correspond- 
"ing ‘register by which appears his seat nisic in acer 2 
"his said condition and decide in conformity." 

Which by order of H.BJI have the honor to transmit 
for your knowledge,and in reply to your note of the 6th, in- 
Stant,referring to said case. 

@o@ guard you many years. Habana,November/9.1896. 

(signed) Bl Marqués de PALMEROLA. 


am, 


Ante a ahs 
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P| & United States Consulate General, 
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Habana,November 23.1696. 
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asking for data ‘respect ing the American citizenship of Mr. 
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" (signed) JOSEPH 4. , SPRINGER. 
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Enclosure No. 3 as 


With Despatch Won2 2 Sa 
Habana,Novembere2 v* 1896. 
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Copy. 


‘op @Lenfuegos, October 31,1896): 


Consul General of the U. 8. of ‘America, 

Habana, 
Dear sirt- ne 

It is already thirty ‘day since I was imprisoned 
by order of Gral, Pin,Gral of the 2nd.Division of "Las Villas", 
and yet I have not deen tried. 

Pw detention took } place as follows. “On the sii 
of the “Tth.o? Sept.,at ‘about 8 eclock, while at the Club "E1 
Liceo® I was Sane by one of the waiters that some out side 
wanted to see me. I went out and met two Guardia Civiles, 
They asked Af my name was Dr Antonio Suares del Villar,and 
I answered in the affirmative, They said that @ral Pin want~ 
ed to speak to me . In consequence I went to the Gral’s. 
There they searched ny pockets and revised the few and worth- 
less papers: I had. There in the interior of ‘the house I 
waited for quite a Long time . ioe the gral. came to me 
and asked rtd I was Dr. Antonio Suares del Villar and, as I 
answered in the affirmative,also asked if I was collecting 
money to buy arms } with, to which I gave a “negative answer. 

He then left me hs There I remained unti1 midnight when they 
took me to the Police Station where again they searched my | 
pockets and shut me ‘in incomunicated in a dunecin.. Four He 
days after they t took me to the presence of a Captain, who told 
' me that he was going to take my deposition. I told him that 


Ir was an American citizenand would not make any deposition 


jout_ before a ¢ civil court. | He then said it was of no account 


whether: + ee or not an American Dek rig eh hao, a state i 


2. 
I told him that the news surprised me much,but that,were it 
or not. true,I was determined not to give any declaration but 
before the American Consul: this answer made him go away, but 
returned’ within half an hour,and said to me that he was not 
going to take my deposition,but. only came to enquire if I 
knew the persons which he would mention,and went on asking 
if I knew Mr.N.Teran and. Mr.Feliciano del Pozo, I did not 
know them and so I deposed. He then asked me if I had been 
buying arms or had employed any one to buy them, Though I 
had made up my mind not to answer any question that might 
interest me,but before a Civil Tribunal,not So appear too 
ugly,I answered that I never occupied myself in such a thing. 
He then went away and I was again shut in incomunicated until 
the next day,the 12th.at 4 o'clock P.M.when I was taken to 
the public jail. 

On the 9th. inst.a Lieutenant of the Guardia Civil,sr. 
Ardana,came to the jail,and made me appear before him,and 
when I told him I was an American citizen he said he only 
wanted me to depose in another cause he was instructing,and 
went on saying that as as the Military Court knew that there 
was in the city a shoe and leather store which previded mili- | 
tary equipments for the Insurgent Chief Rego,he wanted to 
know ,if I knew anything about it. Though the question in- 
terested”, sO as not to bring any prejudice on myself,I gave 
the true answer,which was in the negative. 

This round about way of putting such questions to me, 
any one would think malicious,but being myself innocent of 
any act which could bring on me punishment at the hands of the 
Spanish Government,I had no fear to answer. 

As days pass away and they do not carry, me before a Civil 
Court for trial,I appeal to you,begging that you use all the 
power at your command with the purpose that my case,if there 
is cause for it,may be tried. | 

The Vice Consul here,Mr.Casanova,has been to see me 
twice and has told me,he has my case in hand: but time passes | 
away and my family suffers,not only for the uncertainty of 
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i beg again fur your valuablé inte 
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so that’I may soon seé tiysélf again in the full enjoyment 
of my 


fad . . us A 
Qa ¥ 


ily de grateful to you, 


. 


# 


I remain,dear 8i 


(signed) Antonio Suarez del Villar. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Nevember 24th,1896. 


Transmitting cepies ef a letter received frem Mr. 
JOSEPH L.CEPERO, in prisen at Santa Clara, and ef the 


answer te same, 


enclesures, 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Nevember 24th, 1896. 
Hen: W illiem,W.Reckhill, 

Assistant Secretary ef State. 
Washingten. D, C, 


Sirs 


I transmit herewith fer the infermatien ef the Depart- 
ment, cepies ef a letter received frem Mr.JOSEPH L.CEPERO, 
+ new imprisened at Santa Clara and under trial, ani ef my 


answer. 


2 en-clesures: 


l.-- Mr.Cepere te Mr,Springer, Nevember 15,1896. 


2.  Mr.Springer te Mr.Cepere, Nevr 24th,1896. 


Pa tise 
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bsieaare te.8: 
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‘HA BAW A’) November A 2 18096. 
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Translation. 


ad ey 


aie Santa Clara jail,November 13th,1696. 


. Mr. Springer,Acting Consul of the ‘United States at Habana, 


Dear Sir?” 

I beg to inform you that to-day the Prosecutor in my case 
informs me that the delay in my trial depends on the fact that 
the Superior Court {Audiencia) has inquired:of, the:General. 


Government whether’ I»am inscribed in» the Register:of American 
citizens,to which the: latter answered "that I was not". For 


this: reason they consider as»nuli my. citizenship, but my. lawyer 


| area a me to address you immediately in. order’that you may be 


— — 


¢ Pleased to take the hecessary steps towards my ‘Pegtatration: 


My lawyer telis me that he believes they (the Govt.) are 
not right, because the fact of not being inscribed is due to my 


~ imprisonment}: I consider it my duty to inform you of the above. 


. . ®, ' in 2) P 


-T.am,Sir, etc. etc. te Comsat 
(Signed) Joseph L.Cepero. 


dors: 


Enclosure te.) Baty 
With Despatch No.228. eal 
HABANA, Novhre, 24,1896, 


¥.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
: HABANA, Nov .24,1896. 
Joseph L.Cepero,Esq. 
Santa Clara jail. 


Dear Sir? 


In reply te your letter of 13th inst.,1 haye to say 


that this effice presented te the General Government full proof 
of your American citizenship on the 22nd January last,and in 
consequence’ your ease pret ransférted to the civil Jurisdiction 
on the 18th February, ‘and! in March to Sahta Clara, 
general Weyler's, decree regarding registration of foreign.” 

ers was dated Juayel4th last. 

: I do not see how you can. now be. registered, being fal 
soned and under trial, 

I beg to remind you that your lawyer is the proper person 
to attend to the details of your defense, and net this Consulate: 
general. : | 

I am, ete. etc. 
AGeere (Signed) Joseph A.Springer, 


_ \Wiee Consul General, 


NOV 28 1896 Ny 
U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. —"/¥Ewr oF S CX 


HABANA, Nevember 24th,1896. 


Mr. EBX SPRINGER 
ms 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


ate, ° cae Janeane 


roe 
Transmitting list ef vessels ef the Spanish Navy 


Cuban waters. 


One enclesure. 


or 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Nevember 24th,1896, 


Hen: William W.Reckhill, “ 
Assistant Secretary ef State. 
Washingten. D. C. 


Sir: 

"El Liberal"*,ef Madrid, ef Octeber 25th,gives the 
fellewing as a list ef the vessels ef the Spanish Navy in 
Cuban waters :- 

Cruisers ef ist Class. 


REINA MERCEDES. ALFONSO XII. 


And the steamships of the Transatlantic Line ,cem- 
missiened as cruisers :- 
ALFONSO XIII, REINA CRISTINA. 
iene a eicipeinon 
Cruisers ef 2nd Class, 
MARQUES de la ENSENADA. CONDE del VENADITO. 
YNPANTA YSABEL. 


1 Zerpede - gunbeats.— 


oe 


FILIPINAS, : MARQUES de MOLINA. 
GALICIA, NUEVA ESPANA. 
MARTIN ALONZO PINZON. VICENTE YANEZ PINZON, : 
MENSAGERA. 

DARDO.. 


fee wee ee se eG} ewe i 


Gunbeats ef lst Class. 
HERNAN CORTEZ... - PIZARRO, 
VASCO’ NUREZ de BALBOA. 


LEGAZPI. : E 
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Gun beats ef 2nd Class, _ 
DELGADO PAREJO. CUBA ESPANOLA. 
CONTRAMAESTRE. ALCEDO. 


DIEGO VELAZQUEZ. ANTONIO LOPEZ. 
AGUILA. SANDOVAL. 
ALVARADO. 


Gun beats ef Srd Class. 


MAYART . CAUTO. 
GOLONDRINA, =. ~—>=—sYUMURI. 
LIGERA, - BARACOA, 
ESTRELLA. GAVIOTA, 
GUANTANAMO, COMETA. 
LINCE. SATELITE. 
ARDILLA. VIGIA, 

_ RRADERA. ALMENDARES . 
CRISTINA. FLECHA, 
ALERTA. COMERCIO. 


Gun-meunted Launches. 


CARIDADA, INTREPIDA. 
LEALTAD. 


~ 
ee 


Which I transmit fer the informatien ef the Department. 
I am, Sir, 


Yeur ebedient, servant, 


Vic rh = 


“Pnclesure: Peregeing list in spanish. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, november 25.1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


ind 
- 


Reference to purchase of Terrestrial Globe. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 25.1896, 


Honorable William W.Rockhiil, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

Siri - 

: ¢ 

In reply to instriiction No.151.0of October 28th.,to 
explain the otierse of $15.90 ~« Spanish gold - for a"ter- 
restrial globe",in the werounts for quarter ending Septem~ 
bev 50th.1696,1 have the honor to say that the globe was 
purchased by order of Consul General LEE,as it was con- 
sidered & necessary edjunct to the office furniture. 


I am, sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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U, S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 25,1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of THOMAS F, RODRIGUEZ,Matanzas. 


Three enclosures, 


. 


lebibiaactrscaclipeeniactone muni 


—. ell 


retary of State: 


NOV 30 1896 


ke 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Wovember 25.1896. 


‘Washington. 
 -¥ have the honor te Sranemit herewath cdptes of cor- 
ondence rejative to Br THOMAS F, RODRIGURZ, whose case 
was reported +o the Department by the United States Con- 
gul at Matanzas in his No.71,Hovember I?th.,and to this 
office. | 
In consequence of your telegraphic ivetyattién to him 
of the 18th. instant, to report BOTIRIQUES' eabetl thew of- 
fice,I addressed a otiniinidutieon on the 21et.inatant to 
the Governor and Captain General, zhteh I presenteg in per- 
son to the Secretary feneral,~ General Weyler béing absent 
in the field. 

Upon reading the ooumpn ication, the Secretary seemed 
to demur at the Matanzas Governor's actiqn, but stated he 
would telegraph to him for 4 report,and then reply to the 
complaint. 

No answer has yet been received, nor has Mr,RODRIGUEZ 
yet called at this offiee,as stated by Mr.Brite in his let~- 
‘Ser of the Bist.be would upon coming to Hebana, Monday. 

I an,Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: - : | ) 
1.Coneul Brice to Mr,.Springer.Matanzas.Rec'd.Nov.20. 
2.Mr.Springer to the Goyernor & Capt.Gen'l.,Nov,21. 
3.Consul Brice to Mr,Springer ,Matanzas,Nov.21. 


eT 


Enclosure No. ' 
Wo th Despate oh No. Se 
SOvETH, CACEP LORS. From 
HABANA a Hovember 


te Se me ee ae ae a SL NS LO aD A SY Se Me SR ee ee ee mY ee 
4% 


Copy So far Mr Rodrigues hes bees 
arrest and iowriconmens dk. 8,Gonsubate at Matanzas. 
(Received, Nov..20th, 1896. ) 


Joseph A.Springer,Esq., is 
Vice Consul General, Habana. 
Sir: 
‘I have the honor to communicate copy of cablegram received 
at this Consulate November 14 and request your action on same, 


(copy cablegram) 
7 Washington,15th November. 


"Report case of Rodriguez to Consul General with request 
"to obtain amelioration of decree of expulsion or other 


"relief. 
Sam Rockhill", 


; In accordance with above will say: Mr.Thomas F.Rodriguez, 
a prominént American citizen,owmer of sugar estate "San Jose", 
near Isabel,Matanzas province,was on 16th October,1896, reported 
to appear before the civil Governor of this Province,whé in a 


very uncivil manner ordered Mr .Rodriguez and family to leave 


the Island by Slist of October,1696. Mr Rodriguez at once laid 
the case before me and after careful inquiry I advised him to 
pay no attention to the order,as it was not given in an offi- 
cial manner. Am order for the expulsion of a resident Ameri- 
can citizen from the Island should come from Captain General at 
Habana and be served, through proper channels, Also specific 


grounds of coniplaint given, 


All of Mr.Rodriguez' property has been burned by spanish 
troops, including buildings,household and personal proberty,and 
he is reduced to penury, having ne menue sinh o. Saeed 
the Island. His family consis 
‘now Living at: Jeabel,én chart 


s of wife and children and are 
y of neighbors. Mr. more : 


en Pes Mesa 


has been in Matanzas, since the 15 October, having to leave Isa- 


rt 
é 


s life was in great danger,narrowly escaped death on 


hs % 
. hy rs 


several occasions from Spanish troops,also members of his fa- 
Ly ef 
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So far Mr.Rodriguez has been unmoléeszted,but is liable to 
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rrest and imprisonment at any tims, 
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(Signed) A,¢ Brice, 
~ US Consul, 
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Enclosure No. 


With Despatch } to. erm ss 


“HaB AN A ,November A Fin —— 1896. 


mm et a lm es Se emt te me ie cee 
/HABANA,Movember, 21st; 1896. 


to His Bunedlency the Governor and re General of the 
oy 2 ‘Island of Cuba. ; 


‘Excellency? 


7°s 6 


ag am informed by the '‘Conbad or the United States at 
Matanzas of the following case! 

Mr, THOMAS F. RODRIGUEZ, an “american citizen, owner of the 
Sugar estate "San Jose",near Isabel, in the province of Matanzas 
was ordered on the 16th October last,to appear before the 
Civil Governor of said Province,and then notified in a brusque 
manner, that he and his family,wife and eight children,must 
leave the Isiand by the Slst October. 

: Mr .Rodriguez consulted with the Consul who advised him 
that an order for the expulsion from the Island of an American 
citizen,should come from the Captain General at Habana,and be 
served through the proper channels, 

Upon communicating the foregoing ‘to the Department of 
State,the Consul is instructed to consull this office and re- 
quest the amelioration of this decree of expulsion, 

As this consulate general has no knowledge whatever of any 
such resolution of the General Government with respect to a 
citizen of the United States,I respectfully beg to be informed 
if any such decree of expulsion has been issued by the Govern- 
ment,and in that case,to be also advised of the reasons for the 


same; protesting at the same time,against the irregular pro- 
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ceeding on the part of the Governor of the Province of Matanzas 


against a peaceful and law-abiding American resident and pro- 
prietor. | 
Iam Gls fiPormed that’bil or Mr. RoaPigues™’ property "has 
been destroyed by reason of thé insurréction,and he is reduced 
to poverty,and without means of livelihood. His family still 
remains at Isabel, living upon charity of friends. In this case 
such unmerited severity against an American citizen as expul- 
sion without the expression of any: cause or for groundless 
reasons, would be an act of which in strict justice it is be- 
lieved this Government is incapable. 
..,2 pM, Sir, etc, ete. .. .. . 
(Signed). Joseph A.Springer, 


Vice, Consul General, 


we 
* | 
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With Despatch No, 28 oe mat 
HAB AN Lteveaserees 1696. ) 
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Copy. 


CONSULATE apitRRat of the UNITED STANES_ of AMERICA. 
: Matanzas Wov.21 71696. 


Joseph A. Springer,Esq.; 

Vice Consul General, Habana. 
Sirte : 

I have the honer te transmit the following additional 
report relating te THOMAS F. RODRIGUEZ. 

Th at interviéw with the Civil Gevernor of this Province, 


on the 18th.instant, he informed mé,that Mr. RODRIGUEZ would 


have. to leave. the Island within a few days or\be arrested and 
imprisoned. He preduced a nUMOr of letters,read a few ex- 
tracts from trom 2 or 3 of them, and said he had ample proof 

- apatng insurgents etc. = te have RODRIGUEZ shot. 

Considerable biuff in all this,however. I gather from 
“this interview it is the determination of Spanish authorities 
that Mr. RODRIGUEZ shall leave the. Teland or. be subject te a - 
long imprisonment , perhaps oxite, We the Governor puts dtie. 
"He will rot in prisén before a a. ‘trial is given". 

I have informed Mr .RODRIGUEZ of this interview,and he 
goes to Habana Monday ,will eall on you personally and state 
his case. “ : e: 

My advice is. te leave the Island seon as possible. Delay 
is dangerous. 

Mr. -RODRIGUEZ is a fine man, and I trust yeu will give 
him every. assistance iin your power, 

gt od. Meg 
Your obedient servant, 
= Aajgnea) A. 0. Brice. 
Lu, 8. Consul. 
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' Case ef ADOLPHUS TORRES, at Sagua. 
| lease has been ordered. 


@ne enclosure. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
‘HABANA, November 25th, 1696. 
Hon: William W,Rockhill, 
Assistant isis of State, 


Washington, D,. C, 


Sir: 

With reference to the case of Mr. ADOLPHUS TORRES ,re- 
ported to the Department in despatches Nos. 176 and 187 of 
October 14th and ecth respectively, I have the nomer 40 
transmit copy-translation of a communication from the Gov- 
ernor General to the effect that no proof of the acts attri- 


buted to TORRES having appeared in the proceedings,his re- 


lease is ordered, 


It is stated, however,that his nationality was not 
alleged in the proceedings.and that his release is ordered 


without implanting the question of competency. 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure. 


~The Marquis de Palmerola to Mr.SPRINGER, November 23,1896. 


Enclosure Wo. a 
With Deapaten Ho 232, | 
HABANA, Nov .26th, 1896, 
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TRANSLATION | 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT of the ISLAND of CUBA, 


Secretary Oenerel is. Office ; 


er 
he 
a” 


0 the | 
(vies) Consul General of the ‘United hula: 
Habana, 
Siri 
His Excellency the Gankaki General in a communica- 
cian dated 20th. instant, says to. baced Becellenty the Governor . 
General, as follows! - 
“Becellenoys= - The nationality of Don ADOLFO TORRES: 
"not having been made evident in the preliminary pro- 
“ceeding commenced. at. Sagua la Grande to. ascertain - 
net certain acts committed by said TORRES and others . 
“were constructive of the. crime of treason ("infiden- 
"cia"), said netionality not, Raving. ager atioged in 


Wy 


"the proceed ingis,and as. the” facts. attributed to him 

"have not been proven,I- bee seaicioned to terminate 

 ®gaid proceeding, ordering the release of the parties 
"“arrested,without implanting the question of competency. 
"Which i have the honor to inform ¥ -E.in reply to your 


"note of 9th instant. 


And seo bk sity sal H.E.I have. the honor to transmit to 


you for your knowledge and in answer to your polite note of the 
6th instant. y a i. 


- God guard you many’ cyearp. Habana, 23rd Nov.,1696, 
(Bignea) ml Barnes de teas ae 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL, 
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DEC 1 1896 HABANA, November 26,1896, 
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Mr. LEEX SPRINGER 


TO THE 


One enclosure. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, MWovember 26.1896. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 


Assistant Reoretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sir:- 
I enclose herewith copy-translation of a letter re- 


ceived from MANUEL FER! 


AQUEILO,now imprisoned in 
the Cabafa fortress,the particulars of which case have been 
communicated to the Department in Nos.168,175,1768,and 188, 


of October 9th.14th. (2) and 2lst.respectively. 


: It would seem from this letter,that it is the intention 


of the authorities to continue his case under the military 
jurisdiction. 


I am,Sir . 


Your obedient servant 


Bnclosure:- 


MANUEL FERNANDEZ CHAQUEIIO. to Mr .SPRINGER, received 
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Copy translation, 


. 


Rece ived | 
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Ae 
Me ake 
be all 


To the 


(Vice) Consul General of the United States, 
at Habana, 
Sir: = 


” . P a* i » c a 


On the 15th.October last,I was visited in this fort, 


4 ae 


where I have lain for the ‘past four months, by a representa- 


2 
ee 


tive from your Consulate,to notify’ me of the decision of 


- co 7 


eas : . % . . 


the Captain General,and at the same time to read me several 


parts of the protocol, according to which an attorney and 


» s ay 
> 


advocate would be appointed for me as an American citizen 


Ky « 


, - oe 
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which I am. But. as ‘By. case, is now.in the hands of the 
Instructing. Judge, (sites Instructor)” and the day is rapidly 
approaching upon which it. should begin,as they waiting only 


c) 
~ 


for the Sergeant,who is now in the ‘field,I beg to inférm 


oat ‘ : - 


you of the foregoing for the corresponding effects. 
I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


t 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 26th,1696. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Deel i 
lO 


Confirming telecram relative to trial of 
COMPETITOR" prisoners. 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington . D, C. 


Sir:- 


I have the honor to confirm the following telegram 


in cypher transmitted this morning‘- 
“Assistant Secretary of State. 
" Am informed that the declarations of COMPETITOR" 


Washington, D. C. 


"prisoners are being taken again by ordinary marine 
“sourtemartial. Gonfrontation of the master of the 


MPETITOR® with witnesses day before yesterday last- 
“ing five hours. Shall I enter 8 protest even against 
"any preliminary proceedings by the naval authorities 
"or the military authorities.?. (Signed) SPRINGER. 


i ‘understand that these preliminary proceedings are 
intended as serestlonbers, the case being in "sumario", (the 
anerest equivalent of which is taking detlarations: for a grand 
jury indictment.) But in the case of SANGUILY, the cuales 
States declined to recognize the validity of the military 

jurisdiction in prelimbnary or at any atage of the pro- 


ceedings. 
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U. $. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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1% > 1096 HABANA, Movember 286th, 1696. 
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Mr. RE SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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Case of THEODORE L,,VIVES. (Eke 


One enclesure, 


me WS eR ee eR rR oe me ee re re ee ee ae se 


Se ren tye renee ae anoost rsrenasiao tee usenstiasnireecesee e001 TS CAT , oe 
Pe RE trea ce ar Qn ecepaes o T > 


‘U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, evenins 28th, 1696. | 
Hop:- William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washington. D. Cc. 
Sirt- 

With reference to the ease of THEODORE L.VIVES, 
reported an dispaten No .225,0f Zilst instant, I transmit 
herewi th eventos 6 a note from the eensiiai Gov- 
orment, to the effect is the Captaincy General had com- 


menced proceedings to determine whether it would accept ar 


decline its competency in the case. 


~ -s atated is my previous despatch, I had already made 
‘the usual claim for Sai el civil jurisdiction in this 
case. : 
I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


One enciesure:- 


The Marquis de PALMEROLA to Mr.SPRINGER, Novr,26th,1896. 


Enclosure No.1. 
With Despatch No. | 835, 
HABAN A Novesber ‘eth, 1896. 


General Governhent of the Iskand of Cuba, 
Office of the Secretary Gentral. 


In answer to your courteous note of the 21st instant, re- 
questing to be informed of the reasons of the imprisonment of 
the American citizen Mr .Theoforé lh. Vives y Pons,I have the 
honor to inform you by order af the Governor General, that pro- 
ceedings were instituted againat said person by the court of ins 
truction of Guadalupe, as he was accused of propagating news 
unfavorable. to the Spanish nationaléty, the ordinary jurisdic- 
tion having inhibited the cognizance of the case in favor of 
that of war on the 18th instant; the Captaincy General having 
now initiated er opeeding* as fo whether it should accept. or 
decline its competency in said. ease, 


God guard you many years, Habana,26 November, 1696. 
(Signed) Bi Marques de Palmerola. 


fo the Gonsul General of the Qnited States, 
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Mr. KE SPRINGER. 
TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Proclamation of Governor and Captain General Weyler. 


Two enclosures, 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 28.1896. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Siri- 

4: have the honor te. transmit copy and translation of a 
recent proclamation of the Governor and Captain General, 
respecting the gathering of corn into the towns,in the 
provinces of Pinar del Rio,Matanzas and Habana. 

I an,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: - 


1.Proclamation. 


2 Translation, 


Enclosure No.l, 


With Despatch No. 2 38 6, 


——— a 


HABANA,. November 28th,1896. 
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Enclosure No. 2. | 
With Despatch No, 2 3 6. 
a AB A NA, November 28th, ate 


PROCLAMATION . 
DOW VALERIANO WEYLER ¥ NICOLAU,Marquis of Tenerife, 
Governor General,Captain General of the island of Guba and 
General in Chief of this Army,etc. ets, 


WHEREAS, by reason of the new crops the sate circumstances, 
Ghich led me to issue ny proclamation éf the 14th of May last, 
now prevalls 

I ORDER AND COMMAND: 

ARTICIZ 1.+ A period is heraby given until the 20th of 
next Decender for the transfer of a1) the corn gathered in the 
fields of the provinces of Pinar del Rio, Babank and Matanzas by 
its owners to the nearest town quartering @ militery force,or 
to the nearest rail road station} the 1ocel authorities will 
furnish the carts or pack mules required, this service to be 
paid by the parties intéerested,with the proceeds of the sale 
of the corn. 

ARTICLE 2.~ The Gommanders of columns, during the couse of 
their operations and within the period hereby Pixed,will aid 
with their forces thé transportation of the said article, pro- 
vided such d@rvice does not interfere with their other duties. 
The Military Administration May purchase the corn at the cur- 
rent price,if of goed quality,or admit it fn deposit in their 
stores,giving the owner & receipt therefor, 

ARTICLE 3,- At the expiration of the period fixed by arti- 


en 


ie P 


cle 1 all the corn déposited in thé plantations shall be con- 


* an 


sidered as contraband.of war,and wilt be» immediately seize 


dggt 


submitting its owners to the usual proceeding which will be 
initiated. = | 
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Habana,Wovember 24th,1696, 
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HABANA, November 28.1896. 


Mr. KBEX SPRINGER. 
T0 THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Confirming telegram, 


he 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 28.1896. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sir:= 
In consequence of a letter received from Messrs. 


HIDALGO and Company,agents in this city of the New York 


ang Cuba Mail S.S.Company, ~- of which I enclose copy - I 


sent in cypher yesterday the following telegram:- 


"Assistant Secretary of State, Washington. 

"Collector of Sen tens demands of the agents Ward Line 
"the deposit within three days twelve thousand six- 
"teen dollars for fines imposed since ninety two which 
Ware pending resolution through diplomatic channel. 
"The agents will suffer further execution proceedings 


"unless the demand is suspended, tetcned) SPRINGER." 
I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: - 


Messrs.HIDALGO and Co.to Mr.SPRINGER, Nov.27.1896. 


Enclosure No, 1. 
With Despatch No. 2 3 7. 
HA BAN Ay, November... 28th ©1896, 


HABANA, November 27th, 1896. 
To the ‘Vice Consul General of the United States, — 
Habana, : 


Sir? 


On behalf of Messrs.James wiWard and Company,agents for 
the “New York and Cuba Mail Steamship Company" we beg to sub- 
mit for your knowledge the enclosed copies of two communica- 
tions, which have been ‘addressed us by the Administration of 
the Custom House of this port, vist 

fhe first one, dated the 19th instant, ratifying the sus- 
pension accorded by the Colonial Minister ,Madrid, regarding 
the execuAory proceedings, which were exacted against us,as 
c@nsignees of the Steamers of the Line above named,for the 
purpose of collecting certain moneys pretended to be due the 
Collector's deput#éfrom certain fines imposed on steamers 
of the Line,now subject to diplomatic discussion between the 
Governments of Madrid and Washington, 

The second one,dated the 25th instant,ordering us to 
deposit with the said Administration of the Custom House the 
qmount of $12016.52 in spanish gold,tantamount of fines in- 
posed on the steamers of the “New York and Cuba M.S.8.Co., 
from 1692 to date,the collection of which has equally been 
suspended by earlier decree of the Colonial Winistry at Madrid 
tor the same reason of being subject to diplomatic discussion 
between the wespective Covernments,and still pending reso- 
lution, 

As you will observe the Administration of Customs . | 


seatebiy refers to and pretends to apply sas a general ies 
under terms of interpretation most prejudicial to the in- 
teresta of the Line,a deposition which obviously refers to 
the case of the first communication exclusively. 
Considering that by 50. proceeding,the "New York & Guba A 
4.9.8,00., suffers prejudice,we beg to request of you,if 
deemed pertinent, to take: the matter in hand and try to ob- 
tain revocation of the order for depositing the money Which 
is served on us by the Administration, and-whick under the re- 
gulation of same will in case of non~compliance on our part. 
entail the usual ‘sequence of levy and seimure of cates for _ 


sale at auct ton. 


We are, Sif; your obt. servants, 
(9tgnea) pp.Ridalgo ane 00s, 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Extradition case of JUAN URRIALDE MARTIN. 
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One enclosure, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 26th,1696. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant gécretary of State, 
Vashington,).C, 
Sirt | 
With reference ty Gonsul general Williams’ despatches 
“numbers 2975, a8 2974 of the 15th May last telative to the 
extradition of JUAN URRIALDE MARTIN, accused of having swindled 
the firm of Messrs .Auguet Belmont and Ooupany,of New York, 
beg to transmit herewith copy-translation of & communication 
dated the 85th instant from the General Goverment declining 
to Bovede to the requést Of extradition of said persot. 
tT am @t?, very respectfully, 


Your obedient servant, 


Qne enclosure? The Secretary of the General Vovéernment to 
Wr. Springer, Bovember 26th, 1686. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 28th,1€96. 


© ( Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant gdoretary of State, 
Washington,D.0, 
Sir? 


With reference ty Consul general Willtams' despatches 
numbers 2973, 442974 of the 15th May last relative to the 
extradition of JUAN URE DE MARTIN, accuséd of having swindled 
the firm of Me sors August Belmont and Dompany, of New York, I 
beg to transmit herewith copy-translation of 4 communication 
dated the 85th instant from the General Government declining 
to fovéde to the requést 6f extradition of said person. 

I am @tY, very respectfully, 


Your obedient servant, 


Qne enclosure! The Secretary of the General Yovernment to 
Wr. Springer, November 26th, 1686. 
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Enclosure No, if 
With Despatch No. LN e. 
HABANA, November Zh he TERO, Fv 
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PRANSLATION. 
; OENERAL COVERIMENT of the ISLAND of CUBA, 
a OFFICE: of the SECRETARY GENERAL, ee 


aa 


In answer to your sbaiteuns notes of the 30th April and 
lith May of the present year,in which you request the reten- 
tion in a safe place of Juan Urrialde y Martin,supposed author 
ofthe crime-.of swindle to ‘Messrs.August Belmont & Company, 
bankers of New York,and to your note of the 2nd June last 
soliciting the extradition of the said person in view. of <do- 
cuments exhibited to that effect,which documents accredit 
his criminality, and stetian that the Government which you s0 
worthily represent supposes to have the right to try and con~ 
demn the said Urrialde in the United States,in accordance 
with the extradition treaty ruling with Spain of.the Sth of 
January,1677,and ratified by the additional agreement of the 
7th August 1662. 


His Excellency the Governor General has been pleased to 
direct that you be informed that it is not possible to accede 
to the demand presented by you in the name of your Govern- 
ment,because the said Urrialde is subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Judge of instruction of the Cathedral district of this 
 gity,where he is being tried for the crime above mentioned, 
in accordance with article 8 of the Treaty referred to which 
provides that in the present case of a: Qeenien citizen, his 
delivery is not obligatory. 
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iy the petition relative to the 
extradition of Juan Urriald y ae , n, &cCompany ing heresith 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 26th,1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


1 


- @gse of OSCAR CRSPEDRS,under arrest at Matanzas, 


One enclosure, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 28th,1896. 


Honorable William W.Rockhil1, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


a 4 , ington,D : C ° 
Sirt 


With reference to previous correspondence in relation to 


the case of OSCAR CESPEDES,under arrest at Matanzas,I beg to 


transmit copy of a letter received from our Consul at said 
port in connection with same. 


I am,8ir,your obt,servant, 
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One Enclosure! Copy of letter referred to, 
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Joseph A. Springer, Esquire, 
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. labana, 
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ad have the honor to inform you that the case of. Oscar 
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gespedes came up before the Audiencia of this district Novem- 
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ber 24th instant” to determine jurisdiction. Decision rendered 
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on 25th that Mr, Cespedes should be tried by military court- 


ty ’ » 4 c <8, 
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martial, Two _judges dissenting. This decision looks very se- 


= , i "es, & ‘ ‘ , ‘ “oe, 
Av > i * ey 


ri ous. for Mr.Ce 


a . 


spedes and steps should be taken at once to have 


this decision revoked,as it 1s clearly in violation of the 


Protocol of 1877, I have cabled Department regarding decision, 


will also protest through Civil Governor, the injustice of this 
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decision, 1. @ ’ ou tor >rrow. copy of deposition of 
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Oscar Ce spedes,also copy of affidavit from Key West. | I asked 
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for a copy of official decree in this case,but so far no atten- 
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‘tion has-been paid to my request. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, i Wovenber 28.1896. al 


Pp 


\ 
T0 THE 
| DEPARTMENT of STATE. | 


Receipt of instructions, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Bovémber @6 2896, 


Sonpradie Wiziiam ¥. Rockhill, 
Apaistant Secretary of State, 


Pashingté6n : 


Bitt- 
“S-aave the honve to acknowledge the receipt of the 


No,175,Noveuber 23,b0th numbers inelustye, 
I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 28,1896, 


di 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Confirming telegram regarding Mr .PENDL TON, who sailed today 
for Key West by the 8.5, "Olivette*, i: 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, November 26,1696, 
Honorable William W, Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, 
Sir: - 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 


following telegram: - 

"SPRINGER, American Consulate General,Habana. Report 

"facts as to PENDLETON's arrest. Do what you prop- 

"erly can to prevent any injury to his health which 

is’ said to be delicate, (Signed) OLNEY," 

This office has no information of any such arrest. I 
have made inquifies and learn that Mr,PENDLETON,who rep- 
resented the ew York*Journal", and recently came here,with 
the intention of making frequent trips to Key West,carrying 
his own despatches to avoid the Government censure,was not 
aliewed te proceed on the 8.5, "Aransas® which sailed 
Thursday last,26th.instakt,for New Orleans,touching at 
Key West, The report is that Mr . PENDLETON perceived he was 
watched by the police, took out several papers from his 
note book,tore them up and threw them overboard,and then: * 
came ashore, * I cannot say what truth there is in this re- 
port,as Mr.PENDLETON has made no representation of the mat- 
ter to this office, 

I am informed he sailed today for Key West cn the 
"Olivette",and have so telegrephed the Department. 

I an,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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‘TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
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Brom 


Havana, Nov. 30, 1896. 


of State, 


Pendleton was not arrested. Owing to the informal- 


ity his passport was not permitted to leave last Thursday. 


Sailed on Saturday. As his antecedents and object frequent 


trips aré known by the authorities,cannot consider his returm 
would be advisable. 


Springer. 
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U. S&S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 50.18 


Mr. BRR SPRINGER 
TO THE 
DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Discharge of seaman PAULUS DAHLIN of the Schr. "FLORENCE 


& "LT LLI AN*® : 


Four énclosures. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 30,1896. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
Sir:- 

On the 29th.September last,PAULUS DAHLIN,a seaman be- 
longing to the American Schooner “FLORENCE & LILLIAN, of 
Bridgeton, N,J.was discharged in conformity with paragraphs 
217 and 218 of Consular Regulations,on account of sickness, 
and sent to the Garcini Hospital of this city. The sum of 
twenty seven dollars as the balance of wages due him,and 
twenty dollars for one month's extra wagés,altogether $47.U.5. 
was collected from the vessel,and remitted to the credit 
of the United States Treasury in the accounts of Consul 
General LFF for the quarter ending September 30th.1896. 


The seaman died from yeliow fever on the S8¢ond October, 
and as the master of the vessel had left a written guaran- 
tee for the hospital expenses to be incurred by said seaman, 
this office paid the amount of the hospital expenses, $15.25, 
and funeral, $21,20,al together $36.45 Spanish goid. 

Upon the return of the vessel,having in the meantime 
changed masters,the present master objects to the payment 
of these expenses,which,however,he has paid under protest; 
Claiming that the same should be taken from the wages col- 


lected for account of the seaman,and furnishes me with a 
copy of the letter he has written to the Honorable Secretary 
of the Tredsury,which I transmit. 

The seaman left a bag of clothing absolutely valuiess. 
A search of it for some means of identification in order 
that the United States may properly dispose of the amount 


remitted in his favor,resulted in finding a Swedish Postal 
Savings Bank book «- No.735,217 ~- which shows a deposit of 
30 Kroner,and the covers of a memorandum book bearing his 
signature, - both of which I now transmit, 


I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


PiegeLe 


Ke 


Enclosures: ~ 
1. Copy of letter of Captain Cobb to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 
2.Postal Savings Bank book No.75,217. 
5.Cover of Memorandum book. 


4.Certificate of account and of death. 


No. £4Z 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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remitted in his favor,resulted in finding a Swedish Postal 

Savings Bank book ~ No.73,217 - which shows a deposit of 

SO Kroner,and the covers of a memorandum book bearing his 
A Signature, - both of which I now transmit. 


I am,Sir, 


Your obed eee 


Enclosures: - 
1. Copy of letter of Captain Cobb to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 
2.Postal Savings Bank book No.75,217. 
$.Cover of Memorandum book. 


4.Certificate of account and of death. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, November 30th,1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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Confirming telegrams, respecting alleged arrest 
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U. $. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, November 30,1896. 
Honorable William W, Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


With reference to my prévious despatch No.241.,of 28th. 


instant,respecting the alleged arrest of Mr.C.B.PENDLETON, 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your cablegram:~ 


"Washington, Nov.28.1896. Is C.B.PENDLETON under ar- 
"pest? On what charges? (Signed) ROCKHILL." 


Having thoroughly investigated the matter today,I have 
cabled as follows: -~ 


"Assistant Secretary of State,Washington, ) Sa 

iNDLETON Was not arrested. Owing to informality in 
"his passport,was not permitted to leave last Thursday. 
"Sailed on Saturday . As his antecedents and objects 
"of frequent trips are known by the authorities, cannot 
"consider his return would be advisable.(S'g'd.) SPRINGER". 


Which I beg to confirm, 
I am, sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


P.S. December 2.1696, i 
West this morning 
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HABANA, December 2.1896. 


2 Mr. ZAK SPRINGER. 
TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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Case of OSCAR CESPEDES. Confirming telegrams. 


Four enclosures, 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, December 2.1896. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington. 'Y 


| Sir: « 
On the S0th.ultimo I sent the following telegram,which 


I now confirm: - 


"Assistant Secretary of State,Washington,D.c. Superior 
"Court Matanzas session twenty fourth instant,to decide 
"competency between civil and military jurisdiction for the 
"cognizance of the case reported in my despatch No.two hun- 
"dred five has decided in favor military jurisdiction. 
"(signed) SPRINGER,” 
On the ist.instant I received the following: - 

"SPRINGER, Acting Condul General,Habana. Ascertain and re- 
“port immediately the grounds upon which Superior Court 
“latanzas bases decision that case reported your 205 be- 
“longs to military jurisdiction, (signed) OLNEY." 
To which I have today replied:- | | 
"Assistant. Secretary of State,Washington,D. Cc. No informa- 


"tion has been received as yet officially by the Govern- 
"ment from Matansas with regard to the case reported. Un- 
“officially am assured Government will. abide by its‘ commu- 


“November fourth, | 
nication, The grounds for the dvcision Court inhibiting 


“civil jurisdiction has been published Matanzas newspaper 


"as capture with arms in hand, (signed) SPRINGER". 
‘With further relation to the case,! have the honor to 


‘/ transmit copy of a letter from the United States Consul at 
(7g Watansas,with copies of an affidavit of WALTER W, THOMPSON, 
of Key West,and the deposition of OSCAR CESPEDES. 


; 


4/ I also transmit a translation of the publication of the 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


disposing part of the finding of the Superior Court at Ma- 


tanzas,as reported in the Matanzas newspaper referred to in 
my telegram. 
I am,sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


~ 


Enclosures: = 
1,.Mr.BRICE to Mr.SPRINGER,November 28.1896. 
2.&% 3.Affidavit and Deposition. 
4. Translation from "LA REGION", Matanzas. 
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CONSULATE of the UNITED STATES, 


eacney A; SPRINGER, E60. 
S U. S.Vice Consul Gen, Habana, 
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ty @ thet byhaveethe honor’to .enclose herewith copy-affidavit of 


WALTER:W, THOMPSON and deposition «of -OSCAR'CESPEDES,)« © °°» 
¥e . Echavé “good (reasonsto;belieye that Captain Gen:WEYLER” 

recommended (or ordered) OSCAR CESPEDES to be turned over to 
Civil ‘Authorities for’ trial jana that \the Court ‘(majority 


of Judges) signed this«recomméndation of Captain General; * 
"Giving decision for military*trial"*)rom © h« 
Jud AnAwbSt ter sjedlousy exists Hére Between civil “and military 


authorities,and ‘close inquiry “inthis case ‘corroborates 

Statement above. There is evidently a clash among the high- 
er officials, 
I amn,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


(signed) A. C, BRICE, 
U.8.Consul. 


5 Se iP a ~— * ny we, ey tb ide alee a ee 26. we * i is “it . , # ‘ t , 4 


Enclosures: - 


cin Bee L.Affidavit ww {THOMPSON . 


‘Be Al) (Signed); @. 
. 3 sain yet OSCAR ORSPEDES 


i: 


Enclosure No 
With | Despate ‘he. 


Copy. 
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County of Munroe. 
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“a° OO WALTER (Wy THOMPSON jbe ing duly sworn,deposes and says, 


that my name is WALTER W. THOMPSON: I reside in the City of 
Key Westy;State of»Florida, and I’am.thé,editor! ofthe -"Key 
West''Herald", «a daily newspaper printed: and»ptibhished in. said 
city -and®county.: “oo: 

I Know °OSCAR*CESPEDES;and«have known him for twelve 
yéarsjduring which: time he“resided tin’ thé City of Key Wast. 
Owing to the laék-of “auth@ntie news from the Spanish and 


Cuban war, l°das editor*of said’ "Kéy West’ Herald" engaged Mr; 


> 


CESPEDES*t6"go"to Cuba. and* represent | the’ said’ "Key "West: 
néfatae wider march and ilitre 


Promcht to Matan 
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The above statement is this day sworn and subsortned 
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by WALTER ¥, coger taped me known to ‘be the editor of the 
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"Key West Herald" ,A newspaper printed and published in the 
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City of Key West, County of Munroe and State of Florida. 
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(signed) W. HUNT HARRIS 
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Notary Public of the State of Florida at large. 
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H AB AN A,December “', 


Copy. 


DEPOSITION of OSCAR - CESPEDES, taken at the Jail at 
Matanzas, October Srd. 1896. 
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: am a + hatdee: 6 of op Yost,Pla.,29veare « of ag0, - came 
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to Cuba on the ‘3rd, of July 1896 on board the “"Comnodore",as 


oe rr 1 thu | “ uk § 1 


a reporter te the "Key West Herald". 
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I was captured on September ‘end. 1896 at Hato ao Tica 


yet elt ps * 


rita,near : Gapata,dy | the ‘spanish colum of ool. MOLINA. 
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Ave ‘Varia 


At the time 1. was gy iMoney I was ‘ping on “the ‘roadside : 


7 4-@ ‘0 . wi it Pathe i 
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u ler ‘shelter ‘of trees and sick with fever and without arms 
of any nature. ae I vas then es on a horse and 
started under march and illtreated all ‘the way to Guira de 
Macurijes,the leader of my horse striking me with the bar- 
rel of his rifle,the blows meant for the horse. 

I was kept at Guira ae Macarijas two days and finally 
brought to Matansas and confined at San Severino Castile,and 
on account of my sickness I was sent to the Infirmary at the 
city jail where I have remained to date, 

I am a native born American citizen,and do hereby declare 
under oath that i came to Cuba as before stated as a reporter 
and that I have been in no wise connected with the Insurrec- 
tion now going on in Cuba,and that my early release be pro- 
cured by the Government of the United States. 


I further state that I have been sick with fever during 


the last three months,on account of which my health is very 
‘much broken down,and at times became hopeless of iife,: i 
have been fairly treated at the Jail infirmary. 

(signed) OSCAR @e CESPEDES. 


ae | (SEAL) efore me witness my hand and official seal at 
Matanzas,the day and year first above written. 
: (sSigneds A, ©. BRICE. 
U.8.Goneul, - 
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: , UNITED SIgTES CONSULATE,Matanzas, Cuba. 
“I, the wadereigned. ‘Consul of the United States at 


veertify that the foregoing is a true 
| 9 > and faithful copy of the Deposition of OSCAR de CESPEDES, 
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the original of which is on file at this Consulate. 


1 | competency taiaed batween the Wur f¥ristietics and the Sour 
WITNESS my hand and official seal at Matanzas,this 28th. 
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of November,1896._ 
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Enclosure No.1{— 
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RADAR & > Dencmnber 2,1896. 
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TRANSLATION, 


by sis tat 


” | : se 
-Prom’LA REGION of Matanzas,26th November,1896. 
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~PRIAL. 
On Tuesday noon, the hearing to resolve the question of 
compe tency raised between the Wer Jurisdiction ans the Court 
om + , 


of ‘Alfonso xii. took place in the case against the Mmerican 


citizen Mr.Osear 0 Conpodes y Figuerodo tor the crime of rebel- 
ra Re a r | : 
“The following is the itesset tive Bosh 

“CONSIDERING: That although citizens of the United States 
by virtue of tke protocol of the 12th of Jamary,1877,enjoy 
the privilege of not being Seiad for any offence whatsoever, 
committed in Spanish territory by any other Tribunal but the 
ordinary, they are excluded from such a privilege upon commnit- 
ting any offence, the cognisance of which may correspond to a 
eoeeits, jurisdiction, iz captured with arm in hand, 

CONSIDERI NO: thet from the copy of the proceedings 
furnished by the War Jurisdiction there appear sufficient data 
+0 accuse Mr.Oscar Gespedes as the perpetrator of the crime 
of rebellion, and to be comprised in the exception above re- 
ferred to, because of having been captured with arms in hand, 
for which reason it is proper that he should be tried by the 
war jurisdictioa and not by the ordinary,as provided by mun- 
ber 3 of article 9 of the Gods of Military Juriediction; 
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Seen! legal provision to article lst of the protocol of 
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the 12th of January, 
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We hereby declare that the cognizance of the case which 


has originated this question of compétency corresponds to the 
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War Jurisdiction, “Report this decision to His Excellency 
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the Captain General and to the Judge of Instruction of Alfonso 
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Matanzas, 25 November, 1896,-( There are several 


signatures, 
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NOTE?- The Osesr Cospedes Landed in this Island on the 
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“@3ra June last in the expedition commanded by Ricardo Trujillo 
and joined the: insurgent band of bacrets 


a « Wa 


Was made a prisoner in the Jicar-Ata hills by the column 


é 4 
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of colonel Molina and is at present in the San Severino fort 


of this city. - 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, December Srd,1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Forwarding lists of indigent American citizens in 


Cienfuegos and Trinidad. 


2 enclosures. | Ot 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, December 35,1896, 
Hon? William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington. D. 6. 
Sirt- 

With reference to the Department's instruction Ho ,154, 
of October 30th, to obtain and forward information as to the 
probable se ef i edigent American citizens in the Island, 

, i have the ae transmit lists received from the U.S. 


Consul at Cienfuegos,of those in his jurisdistion,and of 


those in Trinidad and vicinity; the Consular Agent at Zaza 
reporting that there are none in his jurisdiction, 
To these lists of names,mereiy,and tke mumber of persons 


comprised in the family, have added the date respecting their 


inscription im the Register of tris consulate general,such as 


manber of entry, year,age,comdition and occupation at the date 


of registry,ané date and place of naturalization,which will 


show the origin and length of residence here of cach citizen. 


I am, Sir, Your obedient servant, 
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Enclosure No.l. with Despatch 

No. 2.45, ..: 
‘U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, December 3rd,1896. 


LIST of indigent American citizens 1n CIENFUEGOS, 


ono nem SUAREZ del VILLARi- Wife and 4 children. 6.persons. 
XS ey, 29 years; native of Cuba; single; commerce;transient. 


Naturalized in New York, September 30,1878. 


wiih NICOLAS SUAREZ del VILLAR.- Wife and daughter. 3% persons. 


18 years; native of Cuba; single; student; transient. 


Obtained papers at Philadelphia, May 11,1880, 


The widow of GERMAN BARRIO. Son ané daughter. 3.persons. 
p15 21 years} native of Cuba; single; commerce. 


. ANTONIO PALACIOS. Wife and 4 children.6.persons. 


Cuba; single, naturalizeéd, residing Trinidad 


3 years; Cuba} 
Naturalized New York Sup: Court,October 27,1878. 


married; commerce. 


Wife ami 6 children.&. persons. 


Be years; Cuba; married}eommerce. 
Naturalized New York June 20th,1874, 


“The widow of LOUIS PERNANDEZ, end 6 chiléren. = 7 persons. 


+ Cuba; married; commerce . 


eR ol 


Naturalized New York, sachin oat ia 


years} Cuba; ‘single; cigar-maker} . 
Naturalized in Pai ledelphie, sprit Sré,1876. 


Not regiatered : oe this consulate general. 
a eS - persdhs in dl. 


HENRY LORENA. 


Bnclosure No.2 With Despatch 
No2 4 5, 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 3ré,1896. 


iLIs? of indigent American citizens in TRINIDAD, 


Wife and 6 children.8 persons. 


ie; born in Trinidad; married,farmerj;of Amer‘parents 


JOSEPH M.PAINE. wife and 6 children.6 persons, 


b7 years; born in U.S.; single} domiciled at Trinidad. 


EL xIQues. 


Not registered at this consulate general, 


naturalized New York,King's Co.Court, August 12,1878, 


[45,21 years; born in Trinidad; single; dentist, 
naturalized in Philadelphia, November 19,1878. 


ITA pow, and 6 children.7 persons, 
28 years,born in Guba, married, 


oer Pmee and i dangh tor .2 persons, 
M2542, 3s years of ago, born in Triniasd, widower, commerce. 


Mrs, 0,LYM,(Garlos — and 6 children, 7 persons. 
mm err of Mre LYM docs not appear in this consulate 
 ¢ A Lf $ LYN I, in 1878, No 3505, as born in Guba 


57 persons in all, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. _ 


HABANA, December 3rd,1896, 


Sra 
Mr. LEXX. SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of the "COMPETITOR" prisoners, 


Acknowledgement of telegram from Department of 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
_ HABANA, December 3rd, 1896, 
Hon! William W.Rockkili, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, D, C, 
Sir:- 
I have the homor to acknowledge the receipt of your 


cablegram, readimg ‘-" Washi neton, De. GC. Wovr 28th. 
* Do not believe that protest at tkais preliminary 
"stage of proceedings against "COMPETITOR® prisoners 
"can be of any avail. Obtain conclusions of eyeltai mary 
"inquest as soon as they are reacked ami cable Depart- 


"ment, Watch all proceedings carefully. (Signed) ROCKHILL. 
: With respect i the prisoners, after the usual formalities 
a@ clerk from this office was allowed to visit them yesterday 
morning, He reports that LABORDE returned from the hospital 
on Novr 26th. wi ne prisoners had again made declarations 


before the Military Judge of Instruction, LABORDE having de- 


(RLTOU S times. Nothing is yet known re- 


clared 4 times,and 
specting the conclusions of the preliminary examination, 
Their treatment and food contime the same. 

1 am, Sir, 
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| : U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
:€ Mr. KXXNX SPRINGER. 
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Decree of the Governor General regarding 
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One enclosure. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, pecember 3.1896. 


Honorable William W Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


~ 


4 
? 
ote I herewith transmit copy and translation of the 
' Governor General's decree of the 26th.November last, 
issued in the “OFFICIAL GAZETTE" of this date,re- 
 specting the withdrawal of the bank notes payable 
in gold,and issue of others on a silver basis. 
: | I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


‘Enclosure: ~ 


Decree of the Governor General,Nov.26.1896. 
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OF THE. ISLAND OF CUBA,. 
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SECOND. ° rhe” 


hew issue will be of twenty millions of dollars, 
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‘entirely distinct’ from’ the” 
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_ the_new notes shall be of fifty,ten 
Lar each,and of. fifty and 
of twenty and of ten cents may also "| 
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rfhe notes of this mew issue :shall be .exchangeable 
‘pon their: presentation for: silver.coin,in: the ae 
‘Bank \and ite oagencies;from the tenth of January ry te which | 


end the Treasury shail always have in the Hee of the | 
ELEVENTH ~ Tae issue or wold note anal) he tetall withdraw | 

Bank a metal reserve fund equal to the third part of the 
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notes in circulation. 
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Stamp tax,with the exception of postage stamps, tele- 
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TENTH. - For a similar consideration to the above, the dis- 


“‘gount of ten per cent on personal salaries now subject | 
MEP wag, said charge ts hereby Suspended. ~ 


j- The issue 6fgolu notes shall be totally withdrawn 


from circulation within an exact period to commence on 


the tenth oaneer next and end on the tenth ae wid 1897. 
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TWELFTH, - The withdrawal will take place by delivering silver 


notes with the bonification of fourteen per cent,or say 


one hundred and fou 


rheen, dollars in. silver notes for 


every one hundred dollars in gold notes. 
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THIRTEENTH, - Every note not. presented for exchange within Jj 
cua period hereby established shall be considered as 


% 


silver note. 


~ eur lonuret, 
FOURTEENTH.- The Spanish Bank is hereby commissioned for this 


service under the conditions stipulated in the contract to 


be made to that effect. 


FIFTEENTH.- In order to advise and propose whatever may tend 
_to the better fulfillment of this decree,a Board is here- 
by. created composed of the Intendente General of Finance 
as P¥resident,or otherwise by whoever acts in his place, 
the Comptroller Generalja member of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Council of the Spanish Bankjone from that of 


the Chanber of Commercej;one from that of the Retailer's 


Boardjone from that of the Board of Plantersjone from 
that of the Board of real estate owners;and one from 
that of the Royal Economic Gociety of Friends of the 
Country; all of whom are to be appointed by their re- 
spective Corporations. 
Habana, 26th .November, 1896. 
(signed) VALERIANO WEYLER. 
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U. $. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 3rd,1896, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 3e¢ ,1896. . 


William W.Rockhkill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washingtom. D. ¢C. 
Sir: 

With further reference to the case of OSCAR CESPEDES , 
as reported in my despatch No.244,0f 2nd instant, I have 
now the honor to transmit copy of a letter from the U.S. 
Consul at Matanzas,with a mewpaper containing tke publica- 
tion of part of the decision of the Audiencia,or Superior 
Court of Matanzas convened to settle the question of com- 
petency, (of which I transmitted a translation in said No,244,) 
and copy Of the protest presented by him to the Governor of 
the province. 

I am informed that the decision of this Gourt is con 
sidered final as regards the question of cmaate may raised, 
and that the military tribunals must now take charge of the 
procedure. The decisions of these Courts haviag now the same 
force as tke Supreme Court at Madrid,tke only way to reverse 
this judgment,must come through diplomatic efforts. 

Tam also advised that there has been a want of forn, 
a technical point in the procedure,which can be ‘erekios of 
towards that end,and which consisted in the fact that the 
civil jurisdiction of Alfonso XII upon receiving from the 
Captaincy General,or military juriadiction, the inhibition 

of the case,failed to return the procecdings with its ob- 
jectiona, to the military jurisdiction, but instead raised 
the question of competency, and referred the matter direct 
to the Sudieuia,or Superior Court at Matanzas with the 
result stated, 


2 enclosures, | 
Letter and protest from Mr .BRIGE 


PT to 
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Enclosure No. ae 


With Despatch No. 4 Hf 


H AB AN A» December a 1896. 


On the 25th of November, 1696, the Audiencia or Supreme 
Court for the Province of Matanzas in convened session renderee: 
a decision in the case of Oscar Cespedes,an American citizen, 
and said to be a prisoner of war. This decision or decree says 
that Oscar Newpedes shall be tried by Military Court-Martial. 
As Consul of the United States I hereby earnestly protest 
against this decision of Audiencia on the following grounds, 
This decision is a direct violation of Protocol of 1877 
between Spain and the ‘Unitea States,- terms of Protocol well 
known to. Spanish ‘officials. 
ur, Cospedes declares on “oath that he came to Cuba as a 
reporver for the Key West Herald,Plorida, that he never bore 
arms against the Government of Spain and that when captured by 
General Molina's column, Sept .2,1896,he had no arms of any des- 
cription in hand,or on his person, a 
In accordance with above declaration of Mr ..cespedes and 
the terms of Protocol 1877 this American ¢itisen should be 
tried by ordinary jurisdiction or civil trial. Close investi- 
gation,and without prejudice,in the case of Oscar Cespedes, 
shows that he is guilty of no intentional crime against the 
Spanish Government. Facts fully proven shown that Mr .Cespedes 
came to Cuba simply as a reporter for one of the many newspaper 
of the United States, 
With the highest consideration ete, etc, 
(Signed) A.C.Brice, U.S.Consul. 
To His Excellency the Governor of Matanzas, 
Matanzas, Dec.1st, 1696. 
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HABANA, December J (189 
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UNITED STATES CONSULATE, 


ae 


MATANZAS,December 2nd,1696.- 
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protest to Civil Governor of this Province,same effect. 
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IMPRESIO. N SATISFACTORIA, 


Ayer se han comentado en la Bolsa 
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muy optimista, los telegrams del Go- 


bernador General de Cuba. 
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DEC 9 1896 


3 
Say 
-OF st 


Mr. te SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Complaint of Messrs,SUSSDORF,ZALDO & COMPANY, 


of New York,against postal authorities of HABANA. 


1 Enclosure, 


No, 249. 


UR eevecen. 6 Te: A a 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 4th,1896. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


In reply to the Department's instruction number 1735 of the 
zord ultimo,respecting the complaint made by Messrs.Sussdorf, 
Zaldo & Company,of New York,that letters sent by them to cor- 
respondents here , on the 27th and 10th November,via Tampa, have 
failed to reach their destination, although catalogues and print- 
ed matter mailed the same days,have been received,I have to say 
that I called personally on the Postmaster General in relation 


to the matter,and transmit a translation of his reply. 


In addition to what he has written ,the Postmaster ,eneral 


stated that he had reason to believe that there was considera- 
ble looseness in the conduct of postal business in Florida, 


I am sipheass’ obt. pervant, 


Zea 


One Enclosure: 


Mr.Arrondo to Mr.Springer,Dec.$rd,1896., 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No.249. » 


HABANA, pecember 4th,1896. 


r akuaciaah anette adk.de ee ee ee ee 


TRANSLATION. 


OFFICE OF THE POSTAMASTER GENERAL OF THE ISLAND 
OF CUBA. (Pasonat.) 


* "HABANA, December ord,1896, 


Mr.,Joseph A.&pringer. 


Dear Sir: 


In ansver to your courteous note of the 30th November 
| torch have the honor.to inform you that the investigations 
made in this office regarding the letters to which Messrs, 
Sussdorf,Zaldo and Company refer,as mentioned in your note of 
inquiry, have been rraitiess, ths investigation being more dif- 
ficult as the names and addresses of the representatives of the 
said firm in this Island are not stated. It is, therefore, to be. 
supposed that the letters in question have not arrived at this 
office because otherwise they would have been delivered as well 
as the printed material and catalogues which are said to have 
been received. I can assure you,in order that you may so ad- 
vise the cae car re, bt you deem proper, that this office faithful 
ly observes the stipulations of the Universal Postal Convention 
and. is, therefore, incapable of commit ting such @n arbitrary act 
as that which the said firm gratuitously and without. foundation | 
allows itself to. “guspect them Of <i. 
With respect to the steith aint they Say they have addressed 
-to the Havana postmaster I can only say that this is the first 


information I have of the matter, 


Notwithstanding the above stated,if the said firm persista - — 


2. 


in. their claim and will furnish more data,new investigations 


will be made in their behalf. 
I am,etc, etc, ete, 
(Signed) Bernardo Arrondo, 


Postamaster General, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


a December Sth, 1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Transmitting copies and translations of two 


Decrees published to-day in the HABANA GAZETTE. 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, December 5th,1896. 


Honorable William W.Rockkill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C, 


I beg to transmit herewith copies and translations of two 
decrees published in to-day's GAZETTE,one relative to the pro- 
per police of the surroundings of fortified towns in the pro- 
vince of Pinar del Riojand the other respecting the cultivation 
Of unoccupied lanis within the zones Of such towns, 


I aim, Sir your obedient servant, 


4, , : ae 


Po 


Two Enclosures: 
l= Decree relative to police regulations. 


2.- Decree relative to cultivation, 


Enclosure No.l. 


| With Despatch No.250, 
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Enclosure No. Zz me z 
With Despatch No, +4 lo : 
H AB AN A,Devomber, Frases. 


Copy-translation. 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT of the ISLAND of CUBA. 
Don VALERIANO WEYLER y NICOLAU, Marquis of Teneriffe, 
- Governor Geheral, Captain General of the Island of Cuba and 
General in Chief of thes sain dab .* “ete. etc, 


4 


Having observed with A, Semi the want of police pre- 
vailing in fortified places, which’ is the cause of @ considera- 
ble number of sick among the inhabitants and the troops that 
garrison or pass through the same,i hereby give notice:- 


lst. Within the distance of two kilometers of the fortified 


places,no. remains of dead animals, garbage nor any other matter 
which may produce. bad odors shall be left, The lack of com 
pliance with this order will be punished by a fine of fifty 
dohlars,to be imposed by the respective civil Governor on the 
indication of any military authority or Chief of Column, aware 
of the nuisance. 


2nd. The Bayors shall see that. in’ the Wicmapahid of the towns 


complete) police shall be established, ais procure the same in 
the dwellings,and that to the insurgents who surrender, shall 
be furnished lodgings or meénz for constructing them, avoieding 


thereby the acoumlnties of persons under bad hygienic condi- 


tions,and that the sick shall not be mixed with those who are . 
well. sie 


Srd. Marshes 5 producing bed odors shall be drained, and in the 


rivers or creeks washing shall be done delow the place where 
the Liquid is taken for drinking purposes. 
Headquarters at Rio de los Palacios,1et December 


_ (nignea) Valeriano wale. 


cember 5th,1896, 
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Copytransiaticn. 7 
GENERAL QOVERNMEN? of the ISLAND of CUBA. 


Don VALERIANO WEYLER y NICOLAU, Marquis of Teneriffe, 
Governor General, ,Captain General of the Island of Cuba and 


General in Chief of. this AY s etc. etc. etc. 


In view of the lack of resources for the subsistence of 
the Sunitied which bayt Nanhioae in the Province of Pinar del 
Rio in the fortified places by reason of my proca&amation of 
the 2lst. October iaat, I hereby directi- 


ist. In each of the fortified towns of said Province a zone 


for the purpose of cultivation will be designated in the prox- 
imity of the village and in the exterior part of the fortifi- 
cations, in order that the residents who were there before and 
“the families presented, or surrendered, may cultivate vegetables, 
excluding from this’ concession those who have an open store 
and those of whom the father or husband is in the insurrection, - 


2nd. For the purpose of carrying out this order the civil 


Governor will appoint a Board composed” of the Military Com- 


mandant ,Mayor, Priest ,Judge,if there be one anid besides six 
residents, whion under its designated President shall mark out 
the district of such zone,leaving one part for the pasture of 
animals,and allotting a caballeria(33 1/6 acres )of land for 
every four residents with obligation to immediately proceed to” 
ctiltivate it. The Secretary of the respective Monicipality 
shall be the Secretary of the Board. 

Sra. The. said Board will report ite resolutions. to the proper 
“Municipality in order that they may appear in the Secretarys 

office of same. ‘for the purpose of keeping a ‘register, issuing to. 
each resident a temporary tile to the lot of sand assigned to. — 

rting” uch iis #4 the. Governor of the province. a 
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DEC 14 1896 HABANA, December 5th,1896, 


Mr. p43 SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Relative to ONA MELTON ,ome of the COMPETITOR 


prisoners. 


oe ee ee et oe ee e & ck © eee 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 5th,1896. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


I have the honor to inform the Department that I received 
from Mr.William L.Delaney of Key West,an affid:vit made at 
Aurora, Arkansas,respecting the American citizenskip of D.W. 
Meltormn,and birth of ONA MELTON,=- one of the COMPETITOR pri- 
soners,- which I sent to the Governor General to be transmitted 
to the court having cognizance of the case of said COMPETITOR 
prisoners, 

I an,Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


6 he 


s Consul General. 
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ZSINNT SECAESS 


a U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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Mr. Migie, SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


CASK of FREDERICK L.CRAYCRAF’., 


Onc cnclosure, 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 5th,1896. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washi ne-to Fy D, C ° 


With reference to despatch number 204 of the 5th November 


last,in which I forwarded a copy of a letter from Mr. FREDERICK 


L.CRAYCRAFT, detailing certain outrages committed upon him by 


Spanish troops on the 4th of same montk,I now transmit a copy 
of his affidavit made before me on the 28th ultimo,embodying a 
protest and claim for indemnity from the Spanish Goverrment. 


I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


One enclosure: 


No.1 Protest referred to, 


Enclosure or 


With bene: No,252, = HABANA, December Bik 1896. 


United States Consulate General, 


Habana, November 28.1896. 


On this 26th.day of November, 1696,before me, the undersign- 
ed U.S.Vice Consul General a Mabene, personally appeared Mr. 
FREDERICK LAWSON CRAYCRAPT ; 8. resident of San José dejllas Lajas, 
in this Island,who,being first duly sworn, did declare and state 
as follows-~— bak 

That he is a native: of Salem, Indiana, United States of 
America, 24 years of age, that he has been for the last three 
years engaged as manager of the farm "BOCALANDRO", situated 

near San José de las Lajas} that on the morning of the 4th. 
November, 1896, between 9 and 10 o'clock,while attending to his 
business\as manager or administrator of the said farm 
"BOCALANDRO" he -heard firing in the direction of the pike 
road at the entrance of the farm,and within a few minutes three 
insurgents passed by the farm, pursued by the Spanish cavalry, 
and he was informed it was ‘Cavalry of the PIZARRO regiment. 
At the time they passed he ordered the family and the employ- 
ees to close the doors and remain inside. After the two first 
companies of cavalry had. passed he recollected having a fine 
horse tied near the house,and went ‘out to bring in when more 
cavalry forces came SORGEASY i him. maaan he showed his 
American citizenship papers as well as a certificate of ‘the 
ownership of the horse,which was taken away by one of the 

Spanish officers. That while he was standing in front of his 
house he was surrounded by some of the same forces. The offi- 
cer in command addressing him in an abusive and insulting man- 
ner,and asked him what he was doing there. That he then show-_ 
ed him his citizenship papers, and told him that he was the ad- 
ministrator of the farm. That the officer then tole him to 
Walk ahead. That he ‘(itr .CRAYCRAPT) then told the officer that 


insurg si, tikiroupie the oft toe r trek hie tinh hie ite’ 
bre over the head omtting throug “the phen of hie atraw hat, | 
_ to his shoulders ‘draving plood. That the officer then dem “0 
manded 421 the money he hed,and that he gave him about one 
‘Mundred dollars,and ali he has in the house, Then the officer : 
” Pareatendd to itl all and burn the house. When he (Mr, CRAY- 
raft) entered the honse to bive the | officer the money, the 
latter uged véry abusive and insulting language to the ladies. 
That when thé officer Gongrted he made another thrust at him 
with his sabre but nie not reach him. - 


WHEREFORE this ciniitiiny suite solemnly and truly protest 
ageinst the said outrages comm’ t fed on his person and inter- 
eats by officers of the Spanish Governsent, and considers hin- 
self entitied to claim and indemnity from the Spanish Govern- 
ment ,which he estimates at twenty Five Thousand Dollars,U.5. — 
money,and interest thereon until time of payment, and doth here : 
by make formal demand and’ claim upon he said Spanish Govern- : 
ment for the said amount of. indemty and euch other relief 
Qs may be accorded in, the premises, 


sa TREPERIP radi CRAYCRAFT. 


Subscribed and ‘Sworn to before me, this 28the day of 
November, 1696. 


(SEAL) WITNESS | a he hand and the seal of this Consitilate 
General. 


(signed) JOSRPH A. SPRINGER. 


Vice Consul General. 


A true copy: 


ce’ 
a 
own yt 


i. 
yas 
eee cB * 
sf Rees 
es ' 
Fa oes 
td 
A 
Be" 
ha 


% 
- 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 8th,1896. 


Mr. BEX SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


t.... eet We. 
i —_ we 


Complaint of Messrs FAHYS z CO, of New York. 


Ome enclosure. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 9th, 1896. 
Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment’s instruction number 176,02 the 28th ultimo,with copy of 
a letter from Messrs.JOSEPH FAHYS & CO., of New York, relative 
to certain sample watches which they placed with Mr.J.Llera,who 
sent them to Messrs.JOSE SOPENA & Co., of this city,and which 
they have not been able to get returned; stating also,that they 
had"transferred" their claim on SOPENA & CO to me ,and that I 
had never written them, 

In reply I beg to state: That I OO aR: POCOLLECE having 
received a letter from Messrs.FAHYS & CO,about a year ago,in 
which they forwarded to me copies of correspondence and papers 
respecting the claim they had against SOPENA & 0O,for watches 


sold or delivered to Mr .J.Llera, which had been turned over by 


weed 


him to said partion, ant Gane me to obtain a settlement. Being 


very much occupied at the time,I could not attend to the matter 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 9th,1896. 
Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment's instruction number 176,0f the 28th ultimo,with copy of 
a letter from Messrs.JOSEPH FAHYS & CO., of New York, “relative 
to certain sample watches which they placed with Mr.J.Llera,who 
sent them to Messrs.JOSE SOPENA & Co., of this city,and which 
they have not been able to get returned; stating also,that they 
had"transferred" their claim on SOPENA & CO to me ,and that I 


\ 


had never written them, 

In reply I beg to state: That I do «4. recollect having 
received a letter from Messrs .FAHYS & CO,about a year ago,in 
which they forwarded to me copies of correspondence and papers 
respecting the claim they had against SOPENA & C0O,for watches 


sold or delivered to Mr.J.Llera, which had been turned over by 


wt 


him to said parties, and- r Ped me to obtain a settlement. Being 


very much occupied at the time,I could not attend to the matter 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


in person, but sent a clerk of ae office to seeSGPENA on the 
matter,who replied that he had never had any business transac- 
tions with FAHYS & 00,that he had bought the watches in ques-~ 
tion from J.LLERA, and was rather indignant that a claim should 
be made on him to respond for J.LLERA'S indebtedness to FAHYS 
& CO,and that he would write at once to both parties about it, 

As I heard nothing further on the subject from any one,I 
presumed that he had opened a correspondence with said firm 
and had come to some settlement. I have made a diligent search 
for the letter and papers referred to but they must have become 
mislaid or destroyed during the removal of the consular offices 
last June. As PAHYS & CO also mention having written to ex- 
consul geneval WI).LIAMS,I will add that I find no such letter 
on file. 

Mr. SOPENA is now absent in Spain,but his partner has fur- 
nished me with a copy of the letter last written by his firm to 


Messrs.FAHYS & CO,in March last,disclaiming any responsibility 


in J.LLERA'S business methods or any indebtedness githerto 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


them or to him, 


I enclose said copy with a translation. 


I am,Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


. am 7 
ene Ol sf 


nsul GeneralS\__ ar 
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Enclosure, 


Copy of letter SOPENA & CO to PAHYS & CO,March 15,1895, 


Enclo sure No x nig : 
With Despatch No, 253, 
BAB Ae ACS December 9th, 1896. 
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TRANSLATION, ei HABANA, March 16,1895, 


Messrs. JOSEPH PAHYS & 00., | : 
° | 41 Maiden Lane, 
New York. 


Dear Sirs: 


We reply with taaiuis. to your polite letter of the 
1th instant. 


Sa 


We are coupietery ignorant of the. matter of which a 
speak, SO we are quite sure,and you will agree with us, that we 
have never had any business transact ions with your goodselves, — : : 

If you have had any business to do wi th Mr. Elera, in com- 
mission or in any other form,you must see how you can settle 
with him,for we Goons * meddle in matievs that do not concern 
us. ae yes 

That you may rest satiottea of our loyal procedure,we sin- 


cerely inform you that we have. paid Mr. LLera for every article S 
of whatever kind or form he has ever sent us,and he yet owes wa a 
quite a balance in ¢ash,which we would be glad bint ‘be able to. 
settle,even 4f..to do So. we lose part of 5 

Please take note of what we herein state for we should 
very much regret that you should continus to write us in the } 
same eter that we ave nothing either to you or to Mr, 


Liera. 


We remain etc. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 8th,1896. 
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@ Mr. KEXXSPRINGER 


TO THE 


: 
« 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. ~~ \ 


Case of JOSE GONZALEZ,reported as arrested 


prison at Pinar del Rio. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 9th,1896,. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.c. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment's instruction number 178 of the 30th ultimo,with copy of 
a letter from J.GONZALEZ,Jr.,of Philadelphia,relative to the 
arrest and alleged detention at Habana on the 17th ultimo,of 
Mr . JOSE GONZALEZ, a citizen of the United States, 


With respect to this case,I have to report: When I first 
saw the item published in "LA LUCHA" of the 17th November,as 
per enclosure,it at once attracted my attention,as I recollect- 
ed Mr.GONZALEZswho had presented himself at this office in 
August last to obtain a certificate of registration in order to 
comply with General WEYLER'S decree-from the circumstance that 
he was very deaf, very persistent,very intense in his American 
citizenship,and insisted upon being introduced to Consul Gener- 
al LEE. The register of the Consulate contains seven other 
citizens of the same name,but I was satisfied that the JOSE. 
GONZALEZ arrested was the same one who registered here for the 
first time,after residing in the Island since 1882, He was 
naturalized in Philadelphia,and had a passport issued by the 
Department of State,No,492 July 16,1882,and had been residing 
here for years,without claiming citizenship. 


I refrained from making inquiry of the Government respect- 


ing his arrest or notifying it of GONZALEZ’ citizenship, until 


he himself or some responsible person,in his name,should com- 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
Z. 
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municate to the Consul Seneral the fact of his arrest and ask 


a ee 


— —_* a — 


intervention in his behalf. One,or two days after,two persons, 
one of whom I know to be a Spaniard engaged in the tobacco 
business,called at this office and after stating that he knew . 
of the arrest, begged me not to move in the matter until I 
should hear from him, About a week after,I met in the street 
the same pérsgon,whose name I believe is Diaz,and reminded him 
of the case,and that I was waiting for some data upon which to 
address the Governor General and demand the treatment due 
GONZALEZ as an American citizen. But he informs me that it was 
at GONZALEZ own request that he had not called upon the Con- 
sulate for intervention, because GONZALEZ believed that he would 
get out of hhs trouble much quicker than if he claimed his 
American citizenship. Diaz further stated,that GONZALEZ had 
been in his empley in the purchase of tobacco,that he had com- 
municated with him and had sent him money and clothing,and that 
as GONZALEZ had been long and well known in the vicinity asa 
peaceful and law abiding resident he trusted to get him out. 
Consequently,I have not taken any steps in the matter. If upon 
the usual examination before the judicial authority GONZALEZ 
claims his citizenship,the judge of instruction may ask this 
office if indeed he is registered. But if he chooses to conceat. 
his citisnship he can do so with impunity,for as the cedulas 


or police passes now issued since 1861 to foreigners and nation- 
als are alike in“form,the one held by GONZALEZ probably makes 
no mention of his American citizenship,but states merely that 

he is a native ef Bejucal,giving also his age,occupation and 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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residence. 
I ghall watch clesely for further developments in this 


case8. 


I am, Str, 


Que gonlosure: 
Translation from LA LUCHA, 
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ranslation from "LA LUGHA",of following item, 
of the DAY, 
Yrom Pi mar del, Rio; November 
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Bee x 
PRISONERS. 
By the passenger train of today, the 11th, there arrived. 


. 


at this city in custod fpGlice UBIETA, specially 
ioned for his capture, Mr. J0St GONZALEZ, mative of 


a 


|Jucel,widower,of commerce,63 years of age, x x x @ 


> 
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resident of Les Mangas where he was arrested. 
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At 8.30-P.M. ho was committed to jail at the disposition 


of the Governor of the Province.--- ° 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


Mr. SE4K =—s SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


PIERCE ATKINSON reported was killed August 4th. 


ce me tees oe oom ce oe C) cet ee te oe aes oem ty me ge 


Ome enclsoure, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, December 9th,1896. 
: William W.Rockkill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington, D. C. 


With reference to previous telegrams and despatches 
Nos: 70,of July 29th and 88 of August 18th,relative to the 
fate of PIERCE ATKINSON,I now transmit copy of a letter 


received from the insurrection,from which it appears that 


/ 


PIERCE ATKINSON was killed August 4tkh,in an attack upon 


the railway train at Taco Taco. 
I an, Sir, 


Your obedient servent, 


Exucloswure: 


Copy of letter from CHARLES GORDON to Com sul General LEE. 
October 17th, 1896. 


“i 


ee ; 


With Despatch No. 25 5: 0° ~ 
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Copy. 


La Villda, October I7th.96;. 
In Camp of Brigadier Sanchez, 
Consul General Fitzhugh Lee, 
Dear Sir: 
I an writing this at 12 of clock at night, By ats 


because some. time ago Gexeral 


told me that you = = : | 
made inquiries about a young American, Mr. Atkinson, 

Brigadier Sanchez just. as i that he was killed On. 

ieciing’ 4th ; it the atteck On the ‘trias at sasaata oe 


As I thought you would: like to know, I took the liberty 


to write to you, TI an on my way to Gen.Maceo, within a 


i Se 
ei 


possible. 


Most respectfully, 


. . 
bY 


% 
. 


(Signed) Captain Chas.Gordon, 


| , 


“ @oremel del Ejercito Libertador, © 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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Case of LORENZO ViRES POUS. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 11th,1896, 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washingto n. D. C. 


With reference to the case of the American é¢itizen, 


LORENZO VIVEZ y POUS,reported to the Department in despatches 


Nos. 225 and 235,of November 2lst ani 26th respectively, 


I have the honor to accompany copy of a statement made to 
this office by Mr.H.G@.DART,the New York Herald artist,who 
had employed Mr.VIVES as an interpreter ; and of a letter 
received from Mr.VIVES,of the 7th instant. 

Upon inquiry made today at the office of the Chief of 


Staff,I am informed that the case is still in the hands of 


the Judge instructor,who is making the preliminary examin- 


tions. I an, Sir, 


Yours obedient servant, 


“. 
ig 


Enclosures: 


1. Mr.H.G.DART to Mr.SPRINGER,Novr 21st,1896. 
2. Mr.VIVES to Mr.SPRINGER,Decr 7th,1896. 


Enclosure No.L.~ 


s, 


With Despatch No.2. 5 6. 


Habana, December, , 1896. 


Copy. 


Habana, Nov.21st.1896. 


Vice Consul SPRINGER, 


7 


United States Consulate,” 


Habana: 


Sirt- 


In regards to the arrest and imprisonment of the inter- 
preter Mr, TEODORO LORENZO ‘VIVES y POUS, who {s ‘alleged to nave 
furnished me with +nformat tion: of some sort against the Spanish 
Government, 1 wish to state that he has never furnished me with 
any information that could be objected to by the Spanish Gov- 
ernment,and in fact ksves spoke ‘to mé.on any such subject. 

He simply acted as an interprater. to aijahe on one occasion as 
a model. Further than this I know nothing ‘about him or the 
cause of his arrest. 
Yours. very: respectfully, 
(signed) H. -@, DART. 


SS ee 
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“Enclosure No.2. 
With Despaten No2 5 6, mht ee 
‘Habana, December. 21,1096, : 


Le | : 
LA ‘CARCEL, 

| * Habana, December Veh l69Gs 
‘Mr, JOSEPH A, SPRINGER, © . | 


American Vice Consul, Habane.: 
Sirt- 

Wining to give you. a ‘minute ‘aotati’ kok ny detention and 
case with ‘the Spanish authorities, I write to you the following 


worn 


On the 17th of November I went to the Hotel. Inglaterra 
to see my friend Mr. DART with whom I had some business+ on(the) ~ 
arriving at the Hotel desk to ask permission to go to his room 
I was pushed Gig of the Hotel by Mr .VILLAMIL and his interpre- 
ter Mr, ALVAREZ na threatened with a stick? the ‘eause or mo- 
~ tive of this assault is that. hav ing been in the Hotel business 


myself I was considered by them as a rival in the trade, 
Immediately after having been ejected from the Hotel in 
such an unjustified way Mr, VILLAMIL, due to his influence with 


the Spanish authorities ~ as he is a‘ Colonel ofr Volunteers - 
went to the police office and share presented a false charge. 
against me,and had me arrested. one 
I do not ‘of what he accuses me per at ‘geome by what I 
have seen secs pretends t6 give a political color to this 
question,as he has threatened to sénd-me to Chafarinas. 
Having been arrested I was taken to the police headquar- 
ters where I was cent +8, a most unhealthy and filthy place 
where. r have | contracted an: attack of rheumatism from which I 


am still Ee NO At the Jefacura: i; was kept four days in- 


‘conunicated. Finalsy at the BAnSh. day T was brought here. 


ee have been compelled. twice to appear before a military 
“Tudge who has. taken tee gh eee I have ‘protested of 


the said: act: 
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In my Geclarations before the military Judge I have deni- 


\I the charges preferred against me-by Mr. VILLAMIL as they 


% ‘ey ; . ; 


¢ - op 3 


were all completely false. This has so enraged Mr.VILLAMIL —— 


Le 


- “ a] , x * ¢ ¥ r 2 - ~ 
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that I was nearly~struck by him in the presence of the Judge 


r * 5 . “ . ~ - . x 
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who allowed him to insult me a6 well as the American nation, 


byte ; #f, 


ek - . . « 


the Judge siding with him in the latter insults, 
What I have related to fou are the details of my case, 


and I hope you will try and do some thing for me,for not only 


k 


it is absolutely false all the charges against me but Mr, 


7 


VILLAMIL with his influence is trying to give ‘this simple per- 


, ry 
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Sonal question a political golor, 
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“Believe ne, 


Sincerely yours, 


‘e 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 11th,1896. aor 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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Case of THOMAS F.RODRIGUEZ, 

dramas itis letter from General Goverment with the reply 
of the Governor of Matamasto Mr .RODRIGUEZ' statements, 
and a letter from Mr.RODRIGUEZ. 
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Two enclosures . 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 11th,1896. 


William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washingten. OD. C. 


With reference to the case of the American citizen Mr. 
THOMAS ¥.RODRIGUEZ, reported to the Department from the 
U.S.Consulate at Matanzas, and in despatch Ne.231, Nevr 25, 
ef this office, I save new the honor te accempanm cepy- 
translation of a communication from the General Government, 
transmitting the reply of the Governor of Matan zas to Mr. 
RODRIGUEZ statements. 

Upen showing this communicatien te Mr.RODRIGUEZ, who 
is mew in this city,he addressed this office a letter and 


requested me to forward a copy of it to the Department. 


ea 


1. Secretary of the General Goverkment to Mr.SPRINGER,Decr &th, 
2. Mr. RODRIGUEZ to Mr.SPRINGER, December LOth, isy6. 


Enclosures: 


Enclosure No.1, 
With Despatch No 2 ee 


HABANA, December 11th3896 , 


—— a Gee EP ee Ger ee er ee Ge ee ee ee ee em re ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 


TRANSLATION, 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

The Regional Governor of Matanzas,to whom your communica- 
tion of the 21st November last,relative to ‘the American citizen 
Mr .THOMAS ¥.RODRIGUEZ was referred,reports to His Excellency 
the Governor General that the said person, who belonged to the 
previous separatist war,was summoned by that regional authori- 
ty because of the oe tags produced against him. on account 
of his more or less serious participation in the prem. events; 
that the situation. ih which’ he: ‘was placed,was’ explained to him~ 
as also serious,the more so as he is a foreign citizen and 
therefore. obliged to maintain the strictest neutrality; that 
as a result of the cafe statements Mr .Rodriguez agreed. that it 
became necessary that he should leave the province of Matanzas, ‘ 2 
asking if there was any objection to his taking away his family . | : 
and settling peacefully the preparations for his journey, which aan 
he said would take place towards the end of October, The : 4 
Governor of Matanzas adds that he acceded with pleasure to ‘ 
these pretensions,without mediating any harsh expressions nor 
improper manners, and, therefore,he denies the assertion made by 
the United States Consul at Matanzas that Mr.Rodrigunez had been ie 
ordered to be expelled,nor that he had been so ordered in a : 
form not very dedorous. 3 = 

‘By ordar of #.E.1 have the honor to transmit to you the 


a \ 


above in answer to your said note. . 
ze t. 
God guard you many "years, Habana, 9 December, 1696, . 
c | (Signed), = osetia vo de Reimeretee. 


‘fo the Consul General of the unt ted 8 es at Habana, 


. Enclosure No, 2. 


With at ee J 7. 


Habana, December 11,1896, 


-Habana,December 10th.1896, 


A) 


To the Vice Consul General of the United States, 


in Habana. 


Acquainted as you are with the answer given by the: Gov- 
ernor of Matanzas province to the General Governor of the is- 
land with regard to ‘my complaint about offences received by. 
myself and family,1 feel obliged to protest under my word of 
honor and to. ‘declare likewise upon ny ehristian oath, that. said 
Governor of Matanzas province ,Mr .ADOLFO PORSET, has cynically 
behaved himself in denying those fadts which I have plainly 
and sincerely exposed to ‘You,and which TI do herein ratify and 
confirm. ~ 

It is a truth,and., ‘ses wa real truthsthat, when, I was re- 
quired by. him to appear in his presedce, in: September last, I dia 
it after havine informed the American Consul. in Matanzas. of 
the ocourrence, bearing in mind that: ‘the mentioned Svan ish Gov- 


ernor had as 4 ruleste treat Qubans and Americah:citizens i. t% 


the most shameful and arbitrary manner. As I expected, I was? 225 


insulted by. said Governor of Matanzas in & most. indelicate 
obliged 
manner, being ,. to hear such incorreet ‘and indecent Language ,as 
I had never. cane before that CRE.4. 
So far he went on after. his’ abusing, phrases as to call 


me the worst of separatists and to order me , as such, to: imme - 


diately. leavesnot only the provincé. under his command , but ‘even 


the country with all my folks,end_ not to stay: in Cuba a single ~ 


moment after the Ist. of October. 


“The Spanish columns, in their military operations tn Mater 
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what was within “tned | reach in watd estate, “after PORES és 
stroyed by flames every building. and every. propertythey were, 
net able to carry: away with them. Such robberies and devas- 
‘tation:may, of course;be- denied by the. Spanish chiefs, in. the 
same manner as. Governor PORSET nas. dope ,fearing the. results 
of his arbitrary proceedings against an. American eitizen daring 
now to maintain that he «has never ‘Vidtenake to to ‘expell me 

from the country and that: he has always tréated me in a cor- 
rect and gentlemany manner, 

It has been proved in. tay. protests and claims already es- 
tablished in ‘due time. before the American Government, ‘that I 
have been i11-treated by the Spanish soldiers in this Island 
who, after setting my estate in. flames, have deprived me of all 
my spevketiaa:: In their excursions, all kind of ‘depredations 
are daily iain s ted sand the life, of .even an American citizen 
is a mere trifle for their instincts of warcey and revenge. 

It is not a solitary ease that of Dr ,DELGADO' S and I can prove, 
by the. testimony. of many eye-witnessas that infamous butcher- 
ies have been committed by those hordes of Spanish soldiers 

in my. own estate "sa zosi. The Spanish columns of Colonel 
BUENO have had,with the most awful eruelty,;no objection to 
kill about last November in my neighborhood two pons idiots 
named ANTONIO ARUGA and BENITO MARCOS MARCOS. 80 they did, too,with 


SapaRE 


niné peaceable men in "SANTA SOPIA" estate fn September after 


having put in flames my. estate and stolen all my clothes,and 


even those of my ‘ehildren and family. 


So far, however,my claims have never been attended to by 


the Spanish Government}; not yet a formal solution has been 
given to them by the intervention of the American Authorities, 
I therefore consider it as a right and as a duty on my part 

to invite the American Consul General in Habana to believe 
me. ‘upon my word and oath,and to also inform the eerer Snens: of 
es ~ Your most obedient servant, 


(signed) THO iAS re. RODRIGUEZ. 


Zt MAT SECEESS. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


SP ree. HABANA, December 12th,1896, 
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TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of BSTEBAN VENERO. Certificate furnished Government 


respecting his registry as a citizen. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, December 12th, 
William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef State. 


Washingten. D. C. 


Im order to inferm the Department eof the status ef 
the case of the American citizen ESTEBAN VENERO, arrested 
at Les Palos,as reperted en the lst Octeber last,in despatch 
Ne .157, IT have te state that upen a request from H.E. the 
Acting Captain General,of the 9th instant, I have sent him 
a certificate respecting the inscription of ESTEBAN VENERO 
in Ae re ef citizens e f this office, as a duly natur- 
alized citizen of the United States. 


I an, Sir, 


Yeur obedient servant, 
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z:) Mr. LEXX SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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Tramslatien ef article from "DIARIO de la MARINA", (be 


giving the efficial epinion regarding the President's 
Message. 


Current events. 


ene enclesure. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washington. D. C. 
Sir:- 
I have the honor to transmit a translation of the 
| leading article of me "DIARIO de la MARINA",of yesterday, 
respecting the recent message of President CLEVELAND to 
Congress,which may be taken as an exponent of the official 
and principal Spanish sentiment prevailing here regarding 
that. document. Considerable anxiety was noticed te learn 
the opinion of the President on Cuban affairs,as expressed 
inhis Message. Long telegrams were received Monday night 
but were not made public for three days. 
The report of the death of the Cuban leader MACEO,in 
a skirmish at Punta Brava after having crossed the "trocha" 
by boat through Mariel harbor,was at first not generally 
accredited,but supposed to be intended as a counterpoise 
to the effect that the message of President CLEVELAND 
might produce in Spain and in the Island. Although the 


body was not recovered ami the place of its burial un- 


marked and forgotten yet the event is so circumstantially 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


vouched for by the different articles stripped from the 
body,and the statements of the insurgent surgeon who was 
with him and has since surrendered to the authorities, 
that no doubts can now be entertained that MACEO is really 
killed. 

General WEYLER returned yesterday afternoon from the 
field. In anticipation of his arrival handbills had been 
profusely circulated during the day,calling upon all Span- 


ijards to tender him a manifestation of enthusiasm and re- 


gard. Business Exchanges closed for the day and also many 


shops,to give their owners and clerks an opportunity to 
take part . Consequently the Plaza de Armas in front of 
the Palace was packed by a crowd who enthusiastically 
cheered him on his arrival,on horse-back and escorted by 
war-worn soldiers. 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


(P 24det So 
Vice Congul General. * 
BLS 
Enclosure: Preis 


1. Gopy and translation of article from "DIARIO de la MARINA" . 


Enclosure No.1. 
With Despatch No.259, 
HABANA, pecember 12th, 1896. 


TRANSLATION, 
From EL DIARIO DE LA MARINA of HABANA,December 11th,1896, 
MR.CLEVELAND'S MESSAGE. 


We have expressed several times in these columns our firm 


conviction that the attitude of Mr,Cleveland with regard to the 


affairs of Cuba was not as sincere,as frank,as loyal towards 
Spain as the justice and respect due to the law of nations de-~ 
manded, When we have heard Canovas del Castillo and other 
eminent statesmen manifest absolute confidence in the impar- 
tiality and in the friendiysbrvieents of the actual President 
of the United States,we have always reteived these affirmations : 
with due reserve, supposing them inspired by the imperative exi- 
gencies of diplomacy as we Could not attribute them to ignorance 
of the influence which the atmosphere surrounding Mr,Cleveland 
might bear oA his mind, 

Because, despite the proclamations dictated on two occas= 
ions by the Federal Administration,exact ing the due observance — 
of the so called laws of neutrality, ruling in the United States, 
and despite the mock trials; to which several filibusters have 
been submitted by the Federal Sourt ¢, without &@ practical re- 

: sult,except in the case of the steamer RORSA, the fact is that 
piratical expeditions continued to sail from the ports of the 
Vaton. bonne to our shores, and never. was an attempt made to: 

give the only decisive blow for the prevention of such sean= — 


dals seats sn the triel of the individuals who- form the Hew. 


Ze 


York revolutionary Junta ,and their delegates in Pennsylvania, 


Florida and other places, or, what is still ‘easier, the expul- 
sion from the North-American territory of those persons, disturb 
ers of the public peace} a measure which the Government is 
sufficiently authorized ig aks 

The facts have proved us to be tents The Message of 
Mr ,Cleveland, just read before both Houses of Congress, instead 
of indicating a firm and resolute attitude in rendering homage 
before the legitimate rights of Spain and of maintaining in- 
tact her soversignty, endeavors to assume a sort of equilibrium 
between. the exigencies. of justice which favors us, and the. sim- 
pathies which the American rabble,the dupe of certain ambitious 
characters,show to bandits,incendiaries and assaséine becoming 
thereby their accomplices; and it (the Message) ventures to oa 
press considerations regarding a future action on the part of - 
the United States,as a threat to Spain in case this destructive 
war does not terminate soon and satisfactorily. 

In regard to the latter point,Mr.Grover Cleveland might 
have said that if the war broke out in Cuba,it was because the 
conspirators in the United States gave the signal of revolt, 
and were obeyed by a handful of illusionists and by a certain : 
number of malefactors within the Island, and that if the insur- 
rection has prolongued its existence end committed so many 
crimes and evils, it has deen due to the aid afforded by the 
United States, availing themselves of eo ‘tnmenae difficulties 
which the Spanish fleet had to encounter in order to prevent 

their landings on the extensive Cuban coasts. sych an infrac-— 

tion of the laws of neutrality,on the part of American citi~ 
zens ,Who acted with the knowledge and in the presence of ‘their 
Governments, has caused Spain to have’ imposed ‘and Rens TANS: to 


impose upon herself enormous ‘sacrifices in order to protect 


ty te 
. a 


7 3 ” 
life ane Sroperby Th Guba,and to close all access by land to 
“these shores,as has been finally done, it not being possible to 
"protect sufficiently in any other way the coasts of the jrsland, — 
within whose jurisdictionalswaters: the prosecution of a artuaae 
vessels only could be made effective. 

“With respect to the “Gtibteace of the grievances which, 
according to Mr.Cleveland,have caused.the present revolution, 
we shall only say now that the sotind Piles taant of the United 
States intentionally forces the sense of the words,and shifts 

“the ideas expressed, in an incidental manner indeed,by the 
Queen Regent, by the Cortes of the Kingdom,and by the most pa- 
- triotie and illustrious statesmen of our nation, Neither the 
August Lady whose name is mentioned forgetful of parliamentary 


- usage and all international ‘pespect, nor the Colegislative 


poddes of Spain, nor the Spanish politicians or statesmen, have 


ever said that Cuba had grievances justifying this infamous 


‘and iniquitous rebellion. What is shown by the reforms pro- 


Cae posed,not by the Government, but by the political parties of 


i Spain’ as well as those of this Island, is the good will of the 
Public ete to ammend and correct certain administrative de~- 


fects,which were observed to prevail in the government of 


oe both Antilles, for which reason it became necessary to grant 


to their inhabitants & discreet management of their peculiar 
affairs,as a shart ink point for still more important and final 
concessions, And indeed the Law of Bases of the 15th March 
1895 caused the conspirators to seriously fear that the trial 
and practice of such dispositions would calm all impatience 
and displeasure,even among those most disposed to doubt the 
success of eK Teel atRL Ne wakes for which reason the 
conspirators of the United States hastened to give orders and 
instructions to their adepts in this Island, to the end that 
the insurrectionary movement aeted break out perore the re- 


zs forms could be phanted in Cuba. 


es ag 
Mr .Grover Cleveland cannot be ignorant that since 1878 
the Spanish Constitution rules in this Island, the most demo+ 
cratic Constitution existing in monarchical countries. ‘Sines 
then, deputies and senators fren Cuba hold seats in the CORTES 
of the Kingdom,for the purpose of proposing, deliberating and 
voting laws,not only those. which affect Guba but even those 
to be observed Tee eer the Monarchy. Since then, . 
the inhabitants of Cuba and Porto Rico enjoy the individual 
rights and privileges expressed in the céheti tution<on an equal 
footing with all spaniards residing in the peninsular pro-. 
vinces; and if any exception has been introduced into the Law 
of Bases and . in previous dispositions respecting ‘the regimen 
and government of the Antilles, it has been exclusively done to- 
facilitate GROERS FE) SHAMS: purposes and to protect and extend 
the moral as well as the material interests of both Antilles, 
There is a positive and perceptible fact,not to be denied by 
an impartial and upright spirit. In all this centary,Cuba has 


prospered more than any other colony, 


On the other hand it is very strange that Mr.Cleveland, 


- 


who has been already twice President of the United States, 
should want to make the ipekany of the insurgents . by assrting 
that the supposed grievances have caused the yrenens revolu- 
tion, Because in international conflicts the interests of 
humanity,of commerce, of progress and of civilization advise 
the exhaustion of all peaceful, means to terminate any contro- 
versy, before taking recourse +0 arms, in order to avoid the loss 
of life, the consumption of large ¢ capitals, the interruption of 
traffic and the paralization of industry, With still greater | 
‘reason should civil, strifes be condemned produ ing as it de 
animosities, disturbances and interior conflicts} above all when 


the purpose to break loose the ties connect ing. different mem 


Se 

bers of the same nation, instead of trusting to time,to pa- 

tience,to abnegation and to patriotism the solution of what- 
ever problem involving the interests of the same nationality. 
But as we have already said: there are no grievances}; there 

: was not even this pretext to launch upon the unfortunate Cuba 

ail the evils of. thin unjustified rebellion, 

President Cleveland is mistaken when he says that insur- 
gents run through the two thirds of the Island,and that Spain 
has not Peosteblished her authority in Guba. Our forces not 
only occupy Habana,the ports and principal cities,but all,ab- 
_solutely all. the yawned, and they garrison farms and villages 
from one end of the Island to the other, and the vandalic acts 
of the rebels are explained by their facility of avoiding by 
_. flight, like bandits,the prosecution of our columns,taking ad- 
-- vantage of the opportunity which they sometimes have to pillage 
and raid stored;tapectaiiy in isolated placeasnenentarils ee: 
unedéfended. Tyey acti as real bandite,and it is well known 
how difficult at 48. to stop in & short period of time the evil 
deeds. of wanee of malefactors. 

Mr Cleveland does not forget that Spain is the diseoverer 
of America, nor does he fail to esteem the grand qualities of 
the: Spanish: face nor to acknowledge their splendid patriotism 
re chivalrous adoration of national honor. He also beholds 
with ‘astonsihment and admiration the enthusiastic resolution 
with which Large bodies of men are sent across miles and miles 


| of the Ocean, and the enormous pecuniary sacrifices incurred to 


maintain united to the crown of Spain the Pearl of the Antilles 


He acknowledges » likewise, the obligations of the United States 
towards the sovereignty of Spain, and. states that he will. con- 
~ tinue: to follow the line of conduct he has pursued thus far, 
showing, obedience to the exigencies of political laws, anit res 
pect to the duties imposed by the position which the United 


et 


States occupy in the family of nations. 

But how does this agree with the confused and ‘unappro= 
riate insinuations contained in the Message,relative to measures — 
tending to obtain the brief termination of the war,with honor 
and advantage for Spain and obtaining at the same time all 
that is reasonable (what a derision!) in the purpotes of the 
rebellion? Upon fixing our attention on these points,without 
abandoning the patience with which we have contemplated wi 
the present the attitude of the United States and of many 
citizens of that nation, in the gloomy of roumstences through 
which we are passing,we shall Limit ourselves, for the present, 
to say that if that nation opposes the intervention ‘of any 
other power in the. affairs of Guba, it’ as Spain's. ‘turn to show. 


the same oppoaitiol towards all or any government and espectal= 


ly that of the United States, Our answer to all the insinua- 
tions to which we eiiuds,ts very simple? Tibi non interest, — 


This is of our exclusive incumbency . And happen what it may, 


because we are ready for any thing, rather than to lose our 
honor and the indisputable right to see our flag float in 
‘America, tranamitted to us by our ancestors upon discovering 
this continent which Spain has civilised and which the anglon 
saxons exploit, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 
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HABANA, Deventer 15th,1896. 


Mr. ¥REX SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of the "COMPETITOR" prisoners, 


Examination of ALFRED. LABORDE, 


i aaintenind @) 


one enclosure. 


Ow weee eee ee 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 15th,1896. 


William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington. ma Ss 


I have the honor to transmit herewith,copy of a 
letter vidnoees from ALFRED LABORDE, one of the "COMPETITOR" 
prisoners,respecting certain phases of his examination by 
the authorities,in the prosecution of the case against 
him, 
I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


| / YY GeneTal. 


Enclosure: 


1. Mr. LABORDE to Mr.SPRINGER, December 11th,1896. 
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JOSEPH A. SPRI 


U.8.Vice Consul General 


Siri. 
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I beg to inform you that yesterday's afternoon J was or- 
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by the actual military Judge of the prosecution of the. 
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"COMPETITOR'S" crew,to dress a military's suit with the pur- 
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pose of being recognized by some one. Of course I formally 
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‘protested of such act and refused to be disguised that way. He 
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ately that: he was going to compel me by force 
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answered imme 


and fearing to become the victim of his brutality I obeyed. 
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As he did not allow my protest to be comsidered,I hurry to 


* ' ‘@ 
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let you know this and afford a proof in the way justice is 


_ Tt 


dealt with me. 


ble servant, 
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(signed) ALFRED LABORDE 
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DEC 21 1896 HABANA, Deptmber 16th,1896. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of JULIO SANGUILY, 
Slips from judicial notices of "DIARIO de la MARINA" 
respecting his trial,set down for 21st instant. 
i nt itineraries 
Two enclosures, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, December 16th,1896., 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington, ae Be 


I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the inform- 
ation of the Department,the accompanying clippings from 


the "Judicial Notices",of the "DIARIO de la MARINA", 


respecting the case of JULIO SANGUILY,which is set down 


for a public hearing,("juicio oral",)on the 2lst instant. 
I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


3 ares 


Ces Const oe a, 
so Sit 


2 cuttings from "DIARIO" and translation. 
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“Enclosure No.1. 
With Despatch, No 
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Enclosure No. 2. 
With Despatch No, 2 62. 
west ‘ N A >: December ‘etn, 1896. 


cain. 


"DIARIO de 1a MARINA", | Judicial Notices, 
: THE CASE of SANQUILY. 
Tue aday, December 16; 1896. 

In the case instituted ‘alisha JULIO SANGUILY y GARIT, 
for the crime of rebellion,Part L,of the Criminal Court of 
this Superior Court, (Audiencia) in a decree of court dated 
yesterday ,has ordered that the President of the Court be 

“notified to appoint two. faentenbared who with the three who 
“have: the cognizance of this case , Messrs RICARDO MAYA, JUAN 
VALDES: ‘PAGES and Jost Novo. y GARCIA, shall make up the number 
‘of five,necessary to compose the court upon the day set 
down for the public hearing. 

The same Part has also ordered that the accused : 
SANGUILY, he notified to name an advocate to defend him 
in view of the fact that Don MIGUEL VIONDI,who defended © 
him on his previous trial is now himself in prison; 
advising him also that should he not do 50, or in case the 

one newly appointed meas not accept the charge,the court 
will name the ‘lawyer in turn corresponding. 


WEDNESDAY, December 16th, 1896. 

In wd to complete the full number of five magis- 
trates who are te sompose the Court on the 2lst instant, 
ordered for the public hearing(juicio oral) of this case, 
have also been designated Messrs ADOLFO ASTUDILLO de GUZMAN 


the ‘accused SANGUILY who was yesterday notified to 
appoint an advocate: to defend him,has begged the. court to prant 


a ttm three days wherein Hie name ‘one, for the reason that he 
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Mry#EE gspRINGER 


December 17th, 1896. 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case ef OSCAR CESPEDES. Statement ef ONA MELTON, 


ene ef the "COMPETITOR" prisoners regarding his case. 
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One enclesure. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, December 17th,1896. 
William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 


Vashington. D. C. 


I transmit herewith copy of a letter from ONA MELTON, 


one of the "COMPETITOR" prisoners,addressed to Consul General 


oe ali ad 
= 
et = 
LEE*S son. 


I transmit this copy for the sake of the statements 
it contains respecting the case of OSCAR CESPEDES,in prison 
at Matanzas,which may prove of interest to the Department. 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ptagide 
~ Vice Consul mrt. 


Enclosure: 


1. ONA MELTON to FITZHUGH LEE, Jr, Decr 6th,1896. 
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copy. 
jl. HABANA, Decr 6%h,1896. 
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: have just read the "autO"concerning the case of ; 


’ > t t; ‘ wt ne : 


EDES,published in "LA LUCHA",in which certain state- 


g ‘ 


ments are made that I am convinted are false.  ~ 
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I. knew CESPEDES in Key Weet. I have not heard a word of | 


> Lhe: a F k id - 5 . 3 4 , 


CESPEDES* deposition or defense that he made when captured. 
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Le ‘ x + . 2 - . 


I know in manher positive about the capture of CESPEDES,. 
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but.I cannot explain to you how I know it for fear that my 
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letter might not get to 
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here are sometimes searched,and: Ido not wish to cause any 
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one. trouble. If it were of any importance to you to. know, I 


ain in private, I do ‘not Know that’ this will be 


oe K 


r ‘ ' . . ; P 
{ 4 4 > ‘ N : . 
; 4 ® ; - 
= : 


new or of any practical value to you as I do not know what 


to CESPEDES' c&pture,but it seems — 


to me that his case is exactly similar to the * 
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case,and that the Spanish authorities wish to establish a 
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precede: in RSPED 3" ‘case for. similar proceedings in the 
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"QOMPETITOR" andether cases. The following is the exact 
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of course second hand. 
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ree men were left 


| began te recever. A few days later a party 
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ef soldiers appeared, PRIETO ran‘away and escaped. CESPEDES 
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was not. able to run away and naturally was captured in the 
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you are awaré no Cuban would be feel enough in the present 


state of affaires te risk his life by daring te act as a wit- 
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ness fer an American citizen. 
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DEC 24 1896 HABANA, December 19.1896. 


Mr. GEEK SPRINGER. 
TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of JOSE GONZALEZ. 


al ee et Oe ee 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 19.1896. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
Sir: = 

With reference to the case of JOS# GONZALEZ,as reported 
in despatch No.254,of the 9th.instant,I have to state that I 
have private information direct from Pinar del Rio,that JOSE 
GONZALEZ, the person referred te in yeur instruction No.176, 
of the S0th.ultimo,is in the jail ef that city. He. states 
that he is an American citizen but has not yet claimed citi- 
zenship,because his declaration has net yet been taken. 

He attributes his arrest te the fact that whereas a nun- 
ber of farms in Las Mangas adjoining the one of which he had 
charge,were burned by the insurgents,his place was untouched 
and received no damage whatever. Therefore be became an ob- 
ject of suspicion to the authorities and was arrested. 

He is well cared fer,and friends in Habana have furnished 


him with money and clothing. I expect yet further report 


concerning him through the friends mentioned which will be 


promptly transmitted. 
I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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DEC 24 189 HABANA, December 19.1896. 
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() ( Mr. KEK SPRINGER. 
TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Claim fer Indemnity of Mr.OSCAR CGICUEL. 


One enclosure. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, peveniber 19.1896. 


Honorable William W. Reckhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

Sir: + 

At the request of Mr.OSCAR GIGUEL,a citizen of the United 
sraeeesene a resident of this sity, transmit herewith copy 
ef a protest against the Spanish Government made by him before 
me on this day,embedying a claim for indemnity fer losses to 
his property and interests,by depredations of the insurgent 
forces in January and June last;which indemnity he estimates 
at One Hundred Thousand Dollars. 

I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Vice sage eked 


Enclesure: - 


Claim for indemnity. 
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COPY. 


‘HABANA, December 19th, 1896 


On this 19th day of December,1896,before me, the under- 


. ¥ 
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signed U.S.Vice Consul General at Havana, personally appeared 


ee 
fos , 


Mr.Oscar Oiguar et this city,who: being’ first duly sworn did de- | 
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at 


clare and ‘state as “follows: that he is a native of this Island, 
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Sk Sédbe6o-nghjbirs 40 Maaekain patent AAA citizen of the 
United States, registered as 8 eh in this, Consulate Ro nerats n 
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that he is the owner of: the ‘sugar estate "San Tose* (a): "Buen 
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Hijo", in the district st Gusiabal provides of Pinar del Rio, 
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upon which estate were situated the following houses and 
buildings: 


A boiler house,built on wood,covered with a tile roof,and 


a, 


earies inside the machinery for the manufacture of sugar. 


7 - 
- 
: 


a” 


eS dwelling house, built. : ‘stone and. mortar, tile voor, 
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P cans ? and : twelv e rooms . 


A house for the laborers,and infirmary,built of the 


4 “s ¥ 7 mS 
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material as the former, divided into seven dep artments, 
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a a 


A carpenter shop,the same material as above. 


> : a ” O18, ae 


A purging ‘hou s6, of the ‘same mat erial. 


¥ 


Overseer's house, built of same material,with six appart= 
ments. 


“Hen ‘and chicken house and apiary,inade of wood and french 
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2: 
of - Apri, the place: was again invaded by insurgent parties and 


4 


all the ‘buildings. destroyed by fire; and he estimates the damege 


and less done to this property to amount to pes. 000, gold. 4 

That he is also the. owner of the farm "La Reforma", situa~ ws 
ted in Cantarranes,municipal district of Cano,which had on it = 
the following buildings? 

_ Store. and grocery: of wood and tiles,measuring 22 by 53 
metres. 

Dwelling house: of same material measuring 19 by 27 
metres. 


A hut! made. af rood and thatch roof with two tile covered 
sheds and “ptasnas,measuring 10 by 9 metres. 


Laborers! quarters: ef same material as the store,18 by 
13 metres; that on the 20th June, 1896,other insurgent forces 
came in the place and burned all the buildings; and he estimate 
the damage and less done to.this property to amount to fr5.0 000 
gold, 

- Wherefore he. doth protest and claims from the Spani sh 
Government, which he considers responsible for the losses and 
| damages sustained in his property, and interests, for not having 
afforded him sufficient protection thereef,an sabiaiat Ge equal.’ 
to the- anount of hie losses, or say one hundred theusand dollars 
‘geld end interest. thereon til1 time of payment. 

(Signed) Oscar Ciguel. 

Subscribed and sworh te before me ‘this 19th day of pecember — 
ig i Ee pee eS 
ste) Joseph Aipringer, 
BEAD. os Lrg is EN Betis | Consul 2 General. 
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TO 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


(— {a 


Death ef ANTONIO MACEO. 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 19th, 1696. 


Hon: William W.Reckhili, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Sir:~ 

In my despatch no,259,ef the 12th instant,brief mention 
was made of the death ef the insurgent @@neral MACEO,by the 
Spani sh treops,to the effect that notwithstanding the belief 
was at first general that it was but a rumor started to coun~ 
teract the @&pacted effect ef the PRESIDENT'S message,yet it 
had been so circumstantially vouched for,that it must be true. | 
On this account General WEYLER'S return from eperations on 
the 11th instant,was made the occasion ef a popular manifes- 
tatien which it was endeavered te make appear te be spentan- 
eous. It was during this manifestation that General WEYLER 
declared from the baiceny ef his palace te the assembled 
muititude,---- mindful perhaps ef the similar situatien in 
which General MARTINEZ CAMPOS feund himself a year ago,----- 
that “he would bring back peace te this Island but it should 
be under his direction. 

On that same afternoon a force of about 24 ef the Orden 
Publice,er military pelice,was stationed en the corners and 
aleng the street in frent of the building in which this Cen- 
sulate General is situated,whe patrolled the street all night. 
I Gid net become aware of this fact until the fellowing day. 
This guard was kept up fer several days,but has new been re~ 
duced te two extra police. I have since mentioned to the 
Secretary ef the General Gevernment,that the consulate had 
net esked for and needed no guard,that it was satisfied that 
the usual police ferce was sufficient protection,and in case 
ef need, that assistance would be prompt. But the Secretary,+- 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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the Marqués de PALMEROLA,-\- stated that the Captain General 
had erdered it as a precautionary measure,for it was expected 


that the streets would be filled with crowds enthusiastic ever 
the death ef MACKO,and return of the General,and he did net 
intend that the least hestile manifestation against the Uni- 
ted States should be made,even by the snout of an irresponsi- 
bie drunken man. _ 

On Sunday evening, the efficers of the volunteer corps, 
with terches and bands ef music,gave General WEYLFR a mili- 
tary serenafie. There was the usual reception of the princi- 
pal efficers of ths Gevernment,and fervid patriotic speeches 
uttered,based upon the expectations raised by the killing of 
MACEO. General WEYLER in his address was se elated that he 
@eclared that it was only his duty as a soldier that kept 
him in the Island,but if necessary,he would be glad to de- 
vote all his energies,as soon as the Island was pacified,te 
the laber ef reconstruction ef the country and the opening 
up ef ite springs ef wealth,and to endeaver in her political 
erder that Cuba should be granted what was most convenient 
to her wellbeing and happiness,and te precure the harmoni - 
sation of the aspirations of all parties rewards that end. 

But the shouts ef jey with which the kiliing ef MACEO was 
welcomed here,have died away in murmurs of distrust. In Spain 
greater importance was given te the event than here,and it 
was considered the beginning of the ead,and that the insur- 
gents would at once present themselves or surrender,in large 
numbers, but these expectations have failed to materialize. 
It is said that General WEYLER could searcely conceal his 
angry impatience at the hundreds ef telegrams that have 

poured inte the Palace frem Spain and 411 parts of the 
Island,in congratulation ef Majer CIRUJEDA,and the iueky 
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accident ef war that has wen fer him fame and promotion. 

The reticence ef the Gevernment in furnishing the 
particulars that would naturally be expected ef such an 
occurrence, has given rise te a number ef the most startling 
reports,some of which I have seen repreduced from the news- 
papers received from the United States,and which has caused 
great. indignation im all Spanish and efficial circles. 

These accustomed to read between the lines ef the bulletins 
regarding Spanish eperations,easily perceive a tendency te 
conceal er slur ever certain details in the statements allowed 
to be madé public regarding MACEO'S death,which surreunds 
with a degree ef mystery the reports first given out, 

The last efficial repert published teday in "LA LUCHA", 
is in the shape ef an interview with thesurgeon who was with 
MACEO at the time he was killed,Dr .MAXIMO ZERTUCHA. Briefly, 
his statement is that MACEO had delivered his command te 

| SALVADOR RIUS RIVFRA,and with a small party,on the Sra Decr 
recenneitered the "trecha",and en ene sccasien while in hid-~ 
ing south ef the Estate "LAS CANAS",had endeavored te ever- 
hear the Spanish countersign,which was either"fureka" er 
"Eurikia",but ene of the party being discevered,they ali had 
te retraat and were fired upen. That en the | night ef the 4th, 
they succeeded in passing in a beat, to the wander ef sixteen, 
and making five trips fer the purpese,past the entrance ef 
Mariel harber. There were besides MACEO,Generals PERICO DIAZ 
and JOSE MIRO} Celenele ALBERTO NODARSE af (CHARLES) GORDON, 
qn American; Majers ALPREDO JUSTIZ,PIEDRA,PENALVER, RAMON 
AHUMADA} Captain SAUVANELL, MACEO'S aid,Lt: FRANCISCO GoMe_y 
TORO, sen ef MAXIMO GOMEZ} MAXIMO ZERTUCHA, surgeon; the mClatte 
JUAN and negroes BENITO,RICARDO and JOSf,erderlies te MACHO 
and MIRG, That they pregeeded on foot until they reached 
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the camp ef Lt. VASQUEZ,where they procured horses,and were 
jeined by the bands ef SILvERto SANCHEZBALDOMERO ACOSTA, 
JUAN DELGADO and RICARDO SARTORIUS, 

The next morning,the 7th, a celum of the enemy Was 
sighted between Rincen and Gevea. MACEO ordered his forces 
into line ef battle,and then advanced with MIR6/JUSTIZ,ZER- 
TUCHA, SAUVANELL,NODARSE,GORDON and AHUMADA,inte a field, 
which had stene walls front and rear,a guava grove en the 
right and a dense thicket en the left. Behind one ef the 
stone fences was a line ef Spanish skirmishers which fired 
the velleys that killed MACEO and wounded nearly all his 
staff. A sharp cembat ensued between the flanks and center 
ef MACEO'S ferces with &h8,Spanish celum commanded by Major 
CIRUJEDA, and MACEO on herseback and waVing his machete,was 
wounded by a bullet in the lower jaw,which passed out through 
the lower left side of the neck,rupturing the caratoid and 
producing death in less than a minute. He fell from his herse 
and Dr. ZERTUCHA ran forward to assist him,and even while 
examining him,a second bullet struck him in the right side. 
NODARSE and JUZTIZ beth received bullets and died afterwards 
4% Govea, All the rest of the staff were also wounded and took 
to flight. ZMRTUCHA alone tried to lift the body onto the 
horse, when PANCHO GOMEZ TORO came up,appalled at the death 
of MACKO, and while trying te help ZERTUCHA,received a bullet 
in the breskt which also shattered his right elbow, andfell 
across MACEO'S body. ZERTUCHA tried te assist GOMEZ to rise, 
put he with a wound in the left shoulder which he had got at 


Cayajabea,would not allow him,saying they must first carry 


eff MACEO'S bedy,and regardless of his own wounds, endeavored 
to raise it, Then ZERTUCHA mounted and rede off for assistance. 
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MACEO'S fall was as yet unperceived. In the meanwhile,it is 


» ® gaid that GOMER wrote the few lines found on his person, and 


then committed suicide by stabbing himself in the breast 


with his knife,which was afterwards reported as MACKO'S. 
The Spanish guide JUAN SANTANA TORRES and several "cuerri- 


Lieres” came up and were engaged in stripping the body 

when ZERTUCHA with PERICO DIAZ and others ,returned to carry 
eff the bodies,and opened fire on the guide and "guerrilleres" 
whe retreated carrying off MACEO'S field glasses and other 
ebjects found on him. The battle terminated after a sharp 
struggie and CERUJEDA’S column marched eff to Punta Brava, 
with the proofs of having killed two of the insurgent leaders 
who it was afterwards found were MACEO and GOMEZ* son. The 
insurgents carried eff the bodies tegether with more of 
their killed and wounded,and among the latter were ACOSTA 
and DELGADO,with bullets in their legs. MACEO and GOMEZ 

were buried by a detachment at the head of which was PERICO 
DIAZ,and he and those with him have kept the place a. secret, 

This is ene of the points upon which the Government 
is very reserved. It is quite iain that the rebel forces 
got the best ef the encounter and @bliged CERUJEDA'S column 
to retreat to Punta Brava,and the identity ef the fallen 
leaders was not at first known, 

Dr .ZERTUCHA, after the ijsurgents had joined the bands 
commanded by AGUIRRE,RAUL ARANGO and NESTOR ARANGURAN, succeed- 
ed in escaping and surrendered to Colonel TORT at San Felipe. 
ZERTUCHA further states that if the reports of. the American 
press concerning him were true,he could scarcely have remained 


with the insurgents until he determined to present himself,or 


surrender, and further declares that the statement drawn up 
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and subscribed by all theinsurgent officers who took part 
in the combat in which MACEO was killed,is in existence, 
and that it describes the event as it occurred and he has 


stated. 


ZERTUCHA it is said will return to Spain,while CERUJEDA 


continues to be the recipient ef henors and presents of all 
kinds,and it is proposed to give his entire column a Christ- 
mas banquet. 

Private information I have received,admits the death 
of MACEO,and while deploring it,does not believe that it wk 
be such an expected set-back te the insurgent cause as hoped 
for by the Government. It is positively asserted that he 
did cress the "trocha" in the vicinity of the Estaée"LAS CANAS" 
and MARTINEZ MESA,and whipped the government Kresse in the 
‘encounter with CERUJEDA. 

I am, Sir, 


Your ebedient servant, 
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TO THE 


two Enc” sures, 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, December 23rd,1896. 


Henerable William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 


Washingten,D.C. 


es | 
With reference to previous despatches mumbers 254 and 263 


of the 8th amd 19th instant,respecting the American citigen 
JOSE GONZALEZ,in prison at Pimar del Rio,I have the honor to 
accompany copy translation of a letter from him dated 18th 

' December, received the 21st instant,in which he asks this office 
to claim him as a cifigen; and also of my communication to the 
Governor General to that effect. 

I am,Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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2 Enclosures: 


No.l - Mr.Gonmalez' letter. 


No.2 - Mr.Springer to the Governor General. 


Enclesure Ne.2. 
with Despatch Ne. 266. 
Habana, December 23 1696. 
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United States Censulate General, 


Habana, December 22.1896 . 


v5 @ Te His iitssiioncy.” a pcg ere cere 
The Geverner and Captain General ef the Island ef Cuba, | 
ete. etc. etc. etc... * ete. ~  @%c. 
Excellency: - 

Tt has ceme te the eaavabaiiaics ef this office, that en 
the: 9th.and 10th.ef last Nevember, JOSE CONBALRZ, a native ef 
Bejucal, 63 years ot age ,widewer, of coumerce, residing at Las 
lamb. wee gprettet: at that tewn and committed te prisen at 
Pinar. del Rie on the Lith. Nevember. 
The said GONZALEZ is a natural ined SiS inen. ef the United 
States since the. year 1682, is duly régistered in this Censul- 
ate GERPrel see ARE been furnished by this effice,under date 
of August 14th. 1896,with a certificate ef his register te 
effect said inscription at the, General Seventy, 


2 ae ‘ 
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As I am Siformed, es vis He has net ‘buen examined by the 


autherities. | 
d therefere respectfully request Y.E. te erder his im- 
mediate release, sheuld there be ne charges against him,and if 
en the centrary, that he be preceeded against as a citizen ef 
the United States, in accerdance with the Treaty ef 1795 be- 
tween the United States and Spain,and the Pretecel ef January 
12.1877, by transferring his tage te the actien ef the civil 
or erdinary jurisdictien; and alse notify this-efrics that I 
may cemmunicate the same te my Gevernment,, ef the resolutien 
that: may be taken respecting this cise which has afferded me 
hener ef addressing Y.5. : 
Ged oes: 


Yas many years, 
(signed). JOSEPH A. SPRINGER 
| - ‘Vico Consu} Genéral, 


: Moses 
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En¢lesure No.l, 
With Despatch No, 26 b.. 
Habana,December 23. 1806. 


ee a me a ee tn te a ae an | 


Cepy translatien. 


. 


Pinar del Rie, December 10.1896. 


Te the Censul ef the United States, 
.. Habana. 
Sir:- 
For mere than a menth and a haif past,! have been held 
jail ef this city,witheut knewing the reasen; and as 
ap te the present, they have net taken My statement,I beg that. 
you will de me the greet fever te claim fer me. I cannot be 
more explicit fer reasens yeu wilh understand . 
t eacnle, 
Very respectfully, 
Your ebedient servant and citizep 


oteignea) Josk GONZALEZ. 
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e Mr. WNEX SPRINGER: 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


HENRY J.DELGADO, am American taken prisoner in Pinar 
del Rio province,brought to Habane and now in San Ambrosio 


or Military Hospital. 


three enclosures. 


 hemcendiantentontontentent © kaketendendiciaadiatioad _ 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, December 24th,1896. 


Hon: Willaam W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washington. D. C. 


Om the 21st instant,I received a note from ALFREDO 
LABORDE,of which I accompany a copy,enclosing a few lines 
written in pencil without date or address,signed HARRY J. 
DELGADO. In his note LABORDE Galls DELGADO and American citi- 
Sen,and stated that he was now at the San Ambrosio Hospital, 
and also that upon leaving his calabozo,No.51l,in Fort Cabana, 
he was outraged by the officer. 

Upom® investigation,I have learned that DELGADO is the 
same person who is mentioned in a recent report of military 
operations in the province of Pinar del Riojas having been 
made prisoner and that he belonged to the Staff of the in- 
surgent Major General and commanded the artillery. It is 
also stated that a letter fooMAUEO and: obg from MACEO to the 
Prefect of Las Tumbas were found on him. 

I am informed that DELGADO was a native born american, 
formerly in the employ of the WARD Steamshig Line of New York, 
as purser on the Steamer "YUCATAN", and by telegrams of im 


quiry received today from the United States,that he was a 


correspondent of the New York "Mail 5 Express", 


I consequently have addressela communication to the 
Governor and Captain General,claiming for him as a native 
born citizen all the rights to which he is entitled under 
the treaty and protocol . 


I have to advise the following telegram,partly in 
cypher,of this date :- 


U.S. CONSULATE GEV TRAT 


Habana, December 24th,1896. a 


"Assistant secretery of State.-- Washington. D. C. 

" HENRY J.DELGADO, native born citizen,taken prisoner 

"about Tifteenth,in hospital here,incommunicated.Has been 

"claimed by me under the treaty. (Signed) SPRINGER. 
Which I now confirm. 


I am, Sir, 


Enclosures: 
1. Mr. LABORDE to Mr.SPRINGER, with enclosure of lines from 
Mr .DELGADO. 


2x 3. Copy and translation of article from "LA LUCHA". 


Enclosure No.l. 


With Despatch No, 2 6 he 


mn 


HABANA, December 24th, 1896. 


Copy. 


Fort Cabafia, December 18th, 1896, 
(Received Decr 2lst. 


Mr .Springer. -‘nerican Consul. 
Sir: 

e ehaloke you a letter Of an American citizen. 
He is at the Hospital ‘San Ambrosio. 

I beg you to call the attention on him,he is very sick, 
when he went out from the dungeon,No.51,he was outraged by 
the officer with bad words. 

I am,yours respectfully,servant, 
_ (Signed) ALFRED LABORDE. 
Copy of enclosure. 
ws ter yéer kindness. I want to see the Consul as 
soon as possible,if you will please send him word to come. 

They caught me without arms,nor have I confessed having 
any. I was sick ina "bohio” (hut) for ten weeks and was 
too weak to run away. 

Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) HARRY J.DFLGADO. 


| 


Enclosure No. ssa aiia eae 
With Despatch No, 2 6 ve 


HABA N A, December 24th, 1696, 
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TRANSLATION. 
PINAR DEL RIO 
) December 16,1896. 
x te task a x x x 


x . >. x x x 


‘Lieutenant Colonel Cevallos in obedience of instructions 
from General Méelguizo,and in order to complete. the plan of 
operations realized under his personal direction,left Guane, in 
combination, on the 6th instant, #ith the column of Qolonel San 
Martin,for the purpose of making extensive reconnoiters through 
Naranjal,Montezuelo,Caracoles,Tumbas de Estorino la Manaja 
and Bartolo,where,according to creditable information, several 
rebel forces,availing themselves of the abruptness and roughe=s 
ness of the country,had taken refuge in their attempt to avpid 
the very active pursuit of the troops. } 

The rebels having been defeated at Bayaja,las Tumbas and 
Bartolo, abandoned,in complete dispersion, those haunts, badly 
used up and routed, 

Two Prefectures were captured, which were burned by. our 
troops} their camps devastated; theirplantings raitche dae gorse 
their cattle and live ‘stock taken from them. 

Twelve prisoners were made. 

Anode the prisoners there are several of distinction in 
the insurgent ranks, one af them aca Neues DELGADO, so-called 


ald of the stat of. ‘the 2 Major, General, and in charge of the 
artillery, 
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a. 
A letter addressed to Maceo was founf on his person and 
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also an order from the latter recommending the Prefect of las 


Tumbas,to attend him with the interest and consideration due 


to his rank, 
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DEC 30 1896 HABANA, December 24th,1896, 


Mr. ZX SPRINGER 


TO THE 


Case of OSCAR CESPEDES. 
The case has been sent to Military Governor at Matangzas, to 


commence proceedings under military jurisdiction. 


-» 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, December 24th,1896. 
Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washington. Bs Go 
Sir: - 

With respect to the case of the American citizen OSCAR 
CESPEDES,in prison at Matanzas,as reported in Despatch No,248, 
of the 3rd instant, I have now the honor to transmit a 
translation of a communication from the General Government, 


to the effect that the Superior Court of Matanzas having de- 


cided the question of competency in favor of the military 


jurisdiction,the case Mad been sent to the Military Governor 
of Matanzas to commence proceedings under military jurisdiction. 
I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


One enclosure, 


Secretary of General Government to Consul General,Decr 23rd, '96 


Enclosure No.1. 
With Despatch No, 268, 
Habana, December 24. 1896. : 
eneral Government of the Island of Cuba, 
_ Office of the Secretary General. 


To the Gonst] Genemgt gf the United Statés of America, 
Habana, 

Sirt- 
His Excellency the Captain General in a communication 


dated 19th.instant,says to H.E,the Governor General as follows: 


"Excellency!- The copy of several parts of the case 
"referring to the Ameritan citizen OSCAR CESPEDES 


"FIGUEREDO ; having been returned by the Superior Court of 
"the District (Audiencia Territorial) of Matanzas,with 
ay certificate or ite decvaedeciaine in favor of the 
"jurisdiction of war feaeodenbie the competency to take cog- 
"nigance of the. crime of rave}2 ten. committed by said 
"CRSPEDES; under this: date f trartsmit said, documents to 
"H.E.the General Military ‘Governor of watakban in order 


“that. the corrasponding proceedings may be commenced in 


"said city, by a dudge instructor, - which I have the 
"honor to communicate to¥.E.for your knowledge and in 
"continuation of my note of Slst.October last. 
By order of a .Es,1 have the honor to transmit same 
to you, for your knowledge; and with reference to your commu- 


nication of the 23rd October last jreletive to the same 


subject. os we Y 


Bored guard you many years.) Habana, DeGember Za. 1896, 
(signed) 1 Marqués tf: Palmerola, 
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Mr. KEKE SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


<i 3 Aa 


Case of ANTONIO SUAREZ del VILLAR. 


Case will be sent to ordinary civil jurisdiction ,Cienfuegos. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 24th,1896. 
Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
aK Washington. 0D. 0. 
sir:- 

With reference to Despatch No. 167,o0f the 7th rent deh 
relative to the case of ANTONIO SUAREZ del VILLAR,an American 
citizen in prison Sn Chanteces, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a translation of a communication from the 
General Govermment to the effect that the military jurisdic- 
tion having been inhibited in favor ef the ordinary civil 
jurisdiction, the case would be sent to the Judge of First 
Instance and of instruction at Cienfuegos,for prosecution. 

I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure. 


Secretary of General Govermment to the Consul General,Decr 23. 


Enclosure’ No.1 
With Despatch No.269. 
eared, December 24, 1896. 


bvaneibehen<: 


General Government of the Island of Cuba, 


.. Office of the Secretary General. 


To the O6iswl General of the United States of America, 
Habana. 
Sirt- 
His Excellency the Captain General in a communication 
dated the 8th.instant, says to H.E,the Governor General as 


follows: - 


"Excellency: - Under this date-and in accord with what 


"is proposed by the Judge Advocate General,I inhibit my ju- 
"risdiction in the cognizance of the cause commenced against 
"the American citizen ANTONIO SUAREZ del VILLAR, for treason 
*(infidencia) in. favor of, the Judge of Pirst Instahce and of 
"Instruction of Cienfuegos; - Said cause will be remitted to 
"the aforesaid Judge as soon as due copies are made,which I 
"advise you is being done with all dispatch.” * 

By order of H.EVI have the Lakar to bndndawshe same to 
you, for your knowledge,and with reference to your communica- 
tion of the 6th,of November last,relative to the subject. 

God. guard you many years. Habana,December 22,1896, 


(signed) El Marqués de Palmerola, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 24th,1896. 


Mr. BEE $ SPRINGER 


TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case of LOUIS LAY. 
Case will be sent to civil jurisdiction, Judge of Instruction 


at Guanabacoa. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 24th,1896. 


William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington. Ba Ge 


With reference to the case of LOUIS LAY,an American, 
reported in despatch Ne.208,of November 12th, I have the 
honor to transmit herewith translation ef a communication 
from the General Government,te the effect that the military 


jurisdiction having been inhibited in the ea@e of said LAY, 


charged with aiding the rebellion,the said case would be 


sent to the Court of Instruction of Guanabacoa,as soon as 
certain copies were made ef part ef same,for prosecution 
Onder the ordinary jurisdiction. 

I am, Sir, 


Your ebedient servant, 


Enclosure, 


Secretary of General Government to Consul General,Decr 23rcd,188 


Enclosure No. 1 
With Despatch No.270., 
Habana, Decenber 24.1896, 


= ee ee 


Translation, 


General Government of the Aslend of Cuba, 


Magi 


Office of the Secretary General 


To the Consul General. of the United States of America, 


Habana. 
Siri-+ 
His Excellency the Captain General in a communication 
dated yesterday,says H.E.the Governor General ,as follows:- 
*Rxtellency:= Under this date’ and in accord with what 
ig proposed by my Judge Advocate,I inhibit my jurisdiction 
in the cognizance of the ca@#ise= against LUIS LAY PINARD 
“for aid to the rebellion, in favor of the Court of In- 
“wetruction of Guanabacoa, to which Judge I shall transmit 
mit as soon as the corresponding copy of certain parts 
"is made;which I I have the honor to inform you,for your 
"knowledge and as the result of Your communication dated 
"the 26th. November pt. eee eee 
By order of H.E, I have’ the honor to transcribe same 
to you, for your knowledge, and with reference to your communi- 
cation upon the subject. ow | 
God guard you many years. Habana, Dec.23,1896., 


(signed) El Marqués de Palmerola 
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TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Trial of JULIO 


SANGUILY. 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 24th,1896. 


Hon: William W.Reckhill, . 
Assistant Secretary ef State. 


Washington. 0D. C. 


Sir:- 
With reference to my despatch No.261 of the 16th instant, 
respecting the public hearing before Part First of the Crim 
inal Court of the Audiencia,or Superior Court,of Habana,of ane / 
case against JULIO SANGUILY,an American citizen,charged with 
rebellion, I have now the honor to confirm the following 
telegram :- Bee HABANA, December 23rdy1896. 
"Assistant Secretary of State. 


” Washington. D. C. 


° Trial SANGUILY commenced Monday,finished to-day. 


"Sentence within three days. (Signed) SPRINGER. 


On account of the peculiar antecedents of SANGUILY'S 
case,teo well known to the Department to require repetition, 
I attended the trial as a spectator,and found the proceedings 
ef sufficient interest to warrant me in the belief that a re- 
port ef same,éondensed from the published accounts,and as 
coming under my own observation,may prove of interest to the 
Department. 

The Court convened Monday last &€ one o'clock,and before 
commencing the examination of the evidence,the counsel for 
the defense,Den ANTONIO MESA y DOMINGUEZ,presented a petition 
to declare the mllity of al] the proceedings,as having been 
prosecuted in-vioclation of the Protocel ef January 12,1877, 
Which provides that American citizens shall be subject to 
trial for the crimes therein wontioned, only by the ordinary 
jurisdiction,except in the. case of being captured with arms 


in hand, and that the proceedings in said cause had been pro- 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


secuted by the Law ef Criminal Precedure which came into ferce 


January 1st,1889, instead of the Law mentioned in Art Aen of 


the pretecel,and which applied te the present case, set forth 
in articles 20 te 31,ef April 17th,1821, which requiredtrial 
before six judges,instead of five,then present,and for ether 
reasons set forth. 

Court teek a recess te deliberate upon this point. Upon 
meeting ageain,the petition was 6¥erruled; defense noted a pro- 
test. 

Trial centimed by reading the findings of the prose- 
cution,which demanded the penalty ef chains fer life,with 
cests,and of the defense,which demanded the absolution of 
the accused,fer lack ef proof ef his participation in the 
crime charged,or,in case ef being declared guilty,that he 
be considered as within the decree of pardon of Governor 
General CALLEJA,of 27th of February,1895. 

The accused was examined and declared his innocence 
ef the present charges against him,but admitted having par- 
tigipated in the imurrection of 1868/78. He denied having 
written certain letters attached to the proceedings anc ex- 
hibited to him. 

Reading ef the ioeudicnsess evidence was waived by both 
parties. 

Three experts then made an examination of the letters 
referred te and several fragments of a document purporting 
to be an appointment ef colonel made by SANGUILY to a cer- 
tain AZCUY. The experts after a close and even ridiculous 
examination decided that. they were all ip SANGUILY'S hand- 
opi nbetiieal declared that they could not supply the words 


wanting in the last mentioned document te give it the intended 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


meaning. These are the letters upon which the presecution 
principally rests its charges against SANGUILY as guilty of 
conspiracy and rebellion. 

After another short recess,the President ef the Court, 
in examination ef the accused asked him if the letter dated 
February 14th was written by him,which he denied,and there 
appearing to be a contradiction,as in a previeus examination 


he had identified the letter as his,the experts were re-called 


to examine this letter alse,which they declared to have been 


written by SANGUILY. 

The efficers who arrested SANGUILY and AZCUY,were next 
interrogated. Upon his arrest,AZCUY endeavored to chew up a 
document found concealed in his cravat,which it was staiuse 
was the appointment ef celenel made out te him and signed 
by SANGUILY. Beth efficers testified that there had net been 
previeus te his arrest,any orders to watch SANGUILY. 

The negpe woman who had care ef SANGUILY'S room at the 
estate "PORTELA",was then examined. It was here that the in 
criminating letter alleged to have been written by SANGUILY, 
is said te have been found upen the sale of seme old furni- 
ture taken from the reom he frequently eccupied. 

ASCUY'S examination which fellewed, was te get him to 
acknowledge where he ebtained the decument he concealed in 
his cravat. 

Upen calling fer the witness ANTONIO LOPEZ COLOMA, who 
was executed a few days ago,a laugh was raised,which the 
President premptly stepped. The former declaration of this 
witness was then read and the defense noted a pretest against 
this preceeding. 


Court adjourned. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


DE ee 8 Meee Bed ee ee ee 


—- —-— oe "Se =< “= — ee ee oF ee or ee a = ee ee ee Oe ee Oe ee Ge See eee Gee Ge ee See ee eee eee ee we. —. 


Upon beginning the session of the second day,the Fiscal, 
er prosecuting officer,moved to declare the nullity of the 
expert testimony ef the previous session,on the ground that 
as the appointment of new experts in place of twe that died, 
had net been communicated te the defense in time to permit 
a challenge within three days as required by law,this want 
ef form might affect the validity of said testimony. The 
defense declared that it had had ample notice of the ap- 
pointment ef experts,and accepted their report,ani waived 
making any objection, but as the presecution insisted on 
this point,the Court teek a recess to del?berate. Upon 
again resuming,it declared the expert testimony valid. The 
presecutien however ,made a protest against this ruling. 

The declaration ef the pawn-broker where SANGUILY had 
pawned his machete and revolver was then read,this witness 
being to ill toe attend. 

The Fiscal then summed up against the accused,maintain- 
ing that he was ene of the mest active premoters ef the pres- 
ent rebellien,initiated on February 24th,1895,and the leader 
designated by the Revolutienary Junta of New York to head the 
movement; that as such he issued conmmissions,among them one 
ef colonel te JOSE YNOCENCIO AZCUY,whe was arrested and the 
decument being found concealed in the knot of his cravat he 
endeavored te swallew it}; that the fragments appear in the 
preceedings and have been declared by experts to be in the 


handwriting ef the prisensr. The Fiscal laid special stress 


upon the testimeny of the accused,whe had stated when inter- 


regated by the court,that he had not accepted the Cenvention 
ef Zanjon ef 1878,but had gone abroad,te the United States, 


whence he did net return until 1879,and then as. a citizen of 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


the United States,and bitterly censured him fer his acts ef 
renouncing his nationality,ef accepting the citizenship ef 
another country,even ef such a country as the United States,--- 


and here the Fiscal teeok eccasion to pronounce a decided 


eulogium ef the United States,--- ef that friendly and pewer- 


ful nmatien that feels bound in dignity te pretect its adepted 
citizens,whe had privileges here,that even these whe had not 
ceased te be Spanisrds did not enjoy, and ef again returning 
te the land ef his birthplace,ef his forefathers,and of his 
wife and sen,to resume his residence,and forgetful ef the 
duties imposed en him as a foreign citizen te remain neutral, 
te conspire to head a revolutionary movement,issuing cemmis- 
siens and executing preparatery acts ef rebellion,such as 
recruiting men and acquiring arms and ammunition. That in his 
opinion the preefs were positive and that he therefore demand- 
ed the penalty ef chains fer life. 

Ceunsel fer the defense then cemmenceé his argument, 
but en account ef the late heur,the ceurt adjourned. 

The session ef the third and last day ef the trial was 
taken up in listening te the plea of the defense. 

In this the counsel @eclared that the trustworthy private 
advices ef Geverner General CALLEJA,whe stated that JULIO 
SANGUILY and JOSH MARIA AGUIRRE were the principal promoters 
ef an armed rebellion, had net been preven in the trial. 
General CALLEJA had stated that SANGUILY and AGWJIRRE had been 
designated te put themselves at the head of the insurrection 
in the previnces of Habana,Matanzas and Santa Clara; that they 
had direct relations with the revelutienary committees abroad, 
and were delegates of the Cuban Junta ef New Yerk; that they 


recruited men,and acquired. arms and ammunition te make war 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


against the Mother country and this was cenfirmed by their 
conduct clesely watched by the pelice, that neither the state- 
ment ef the chief ef pelice ef that date, mor that of his 
subordimate officers have confirmed that allegation that SAN- 
GUILY was under police surveillance; that they have declared 
they mever received any orders to that effect,and had no fur- 


ther antecedents against JULIO SANGUILY,than those of his 


participation in the last revolution. 


That on the day the present insurrection broke out, 
SANGUILY, AGUIRRE, PEREZ TRUJILLO,and GOMEZ de la MAZA were 
arrested. All of them with the exception of SANGUILY,were 
released after a few days. 

The private advices of Gemeral CALLEJA,whose existence 
in the offices of the General Govermment and of the Captaincy 
General had been denied by General MARTINEZ CAMP0S,in two 
official communiéations which appear in the proceedings,this 
secret information served as She only basis for the arrest of 
SANGUILY,PEREZ TRUJILLO, AGUIRRE and GOMEZ de la MAZA,and ought 
not to have any influence in this process,because the facts 
have not been proved,and with respect to the others named, 
have had mo effect whatever. 

Where appea: the relations that SANGUILY is said to have 
had with the insurgents,and especially those of Matanzas, 
and where epeure the acquisition by SANGUILY of the war 
material referred to by the prosecution ?-and the defense 
retan to a communication from the Governor of Matanzas to 
the effect that the existence of any such committee in Matan- 
zas had mot becn proved; and that in the proceedings against 
JUAN GUALBERTO GOMEZ and others,for the acquisition of muni- 
tions of war,there appeared mo charge against SANGUILY. 

Moreover,the statement of LOPEZ COLOMA,after all is not 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


altogether against SANGUILY,for that which he made before 
the military jurisdiction relating the manner of his cap$ure, 
contalned nothing positive against SANGUILY; however,he was 
obliged to declare that COLOMA'S testimony read before the 
court was @mali,amd vokdjfor he had been executed,and said 
mullity was founded on strict principles of the Law of Crim- 


imal Procedure. 


That with respect to the expert testimony,although the 


experts were disposed to declare all the letters to be in 


the handwriting of SANGUILY,yet they did mot confirm amy-" 
thimgs in rewpect to the principal point of the colonel's com- 
mission seized upon AZCUY,and were unable to supply the words 
missing therein to give it sense.And even if SANGUILY had 
iasued said commission,there had been no proof presented 

that he was authorized ,nor any proof whatever by the police, 
or the Government that SANGUILY had been designated as a 
leader of the rebellion; and further, that upopm this point 
JUAN GUALBERTO GOMEZ had declared that he was the only dele- 
gate of the Juntea,and no leader had been designated for the 
movement. 

The counsel of the defense concluded by declaring that 
against SANGUILY,there were only his antecedents as a leader 
in the last insurrectéon,hypotheses, presumptions, suspicions, 
which when taken into account that it was a question of a 
serious penalty,should have mo weight upon the mind of the 
Court. He therefore demanded the acquittal of his client, 
ond finished his plea with thanks and grateful compliments 
to the Fiscal and judges for their patient hearing. 

Upon being asked if he had aught to say,SANGUILY said 
"Not a word,absolutely".: 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


The trial was declared to be over,and the court rose. 
Sentence may be delayed five days. 
I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure. 


Printed account of SANGUILY'S trial. 
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No. 272 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


eh SUR ; 
> REC'D ns 
: ) HABANA, )December 26.1896. 


DEC 30 1896 


\S ee AY) 
Nee a Lead 


Mr. KEE SPRINGER. 
TO THE 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Acknowledging the receipt of Instructions and Circulars. 


hk 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, pecember 26.1896. 


Honorable William ¥. Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: - 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department's instructions from No.174,November 25,to No, 
188,December 21,1896,both numbers inclusive, also of two 
Circulars dated respectively November 7 and ll. 

I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, December 28th,1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Reporting return from leave of absence with visit 


to the United States,and of having resumed charge of office. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, necember 28th, 1896. 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washington, Be GS. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to.inform the Department that I 
returned day before yesterday,the 26th instant,from my 
visit to the United States under leave of absence,and have 
resumed charge of this office since the day of the £follow- 


ing date,the 27th December. 


I have also to state that I sailed from Habana on the 


lst or November,arrived in New York on the 5th November, 


and left New York to return via Tampa,on the 19th instant 


at midnight,and arrived in Habana the morning of the 26th 


instant. 


I am, Sir, 
—— 


Oe, 


Your obed 


Rorvrisul General. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, pecember 30.1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case Of RAMON CRUCET. 


ne Oh 


One Enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 30.1896. 


Honorable William W, Rockhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington, 
Sir: - 

With reference to the case of RAMON CRUCET,reported 
by Mr.SPRINGER in despatches Nos.207 and 209,of the 7th. 
and 12Zth.November,I have the honoewe to inform the Depart- 
ment that Mr.CRUCET was released on the 18th.December. 
He was furnished with a copy of the certificate given in 
his case,in which it is stated that no grounds existed 
for the aieee made against him, 

Mr .CRUCET states that his arrest was but a pretext 
made by business rivals to prejudice certain interests 
he had by getting him out of the way for a while. 


I am,Sir, 


ae vik 
Your PUER 27; Ser Pa Ws : 


ie ae | 


i GF ) 
< f é 
ons 9 eneral., 


Enclosure: - 


Translation of Certificate above referred to. 


“Enclosire oe) eae 
- With Despaton No. RT Pa 


TWw'se 


H A B & N A ’ Decenber Soth,2696. 


: gon atid 


bah, 


b= Don JULIO PAJARES. y ESPINO, Clerk of the cause No. 
‘$241, against the civilian ispaaaey ‘ORUCET y RADILLO; for censuring 
the acts of the Government of Spain, of which the 2nd Lieut? 
of the Guardia Civil, Don ANTONIO PALaoegee TEJERO is the 
Judge Instructor, DO HEREBY CERTIFY : 


Decree of the f (halt on ‘pase. ar of said case, is a decree 


~~ 


Sepsasn General) | of" H.B.the Captain YR Oe a Lit-. 


erally as follows! - "Section Bieth: HABANA, Movember 22,1896, 
"Transmit for the opinion of the Judgs. Advocate General. 
"(Signed) ANUMADA, 2na Bad, hoting Captain General,. 
"A ‘scrolr, Seal of the Captaincy General of the Island 


"or Cuba. 


-Opinton of the ) Ze In the same form and on the page mentions: 


Sudgn attntateo} the Tudge. Advocate General, as follows: - 
General, 


icerTeney: This base. a5. instituted by reason of a de- 
"nuneiation eg. Ai the residents of Colon,Don FELIAS 
RES, against Don. RAMON ‘CRUCET, 


“real estate mannneecat when said witnesses declared 
"that being at. the Failroad station of said town, caited 
"Cardenas,in the month of September last,he had a dis- 
*nute with the aforesaid two. witnesses, and made use of - 
“expressions, of censure tor ‘the /@ensra Government: of 


"this Island, with reference to the deportation of two | 
“*residerts of Habana,who in: ee opinion: of ‘said CRUCET, 


"were good-men of correct. ‘conduct, The Statenents of 
“the Gaidnwitnesses having been: taken down by the Judge = 


_" Minstruetor,no- other. person, WAS called who could testify 


o hawing” been present at ‘the time, although ees 


rnesaee declared that 


iis 
other persons were Present who 
: Stee : a «i Fai , 
Oe Re uieseun ih pe x Be ia " x feces ae . 
Bi, be ey a AM as ERE lags 
ona fies * es. San wm; og ney . st ; Ks wt 7 F 5 7 ‘ 


hi ; . 


wif 4 os ne  & ate CR sis 
r Bhs Re ties ta ‘cette ; 


a fepsl st 
iets ee 


they do not rBcollect. on his part,Mr ,CRUCES denies 
"that he made use of any such expressions of censure 
"against the authorities, and maintained that he had only 
"spoken of such news as was contained in a Habana news- 
“paper. The phrases referred to by the witnesses 
*PLORES and ROBA, even it they could be considered as 
"exact, reveal only indiscretion on the part of the per- 
"son who pronounced them,and would not be constructive. 
"of an offense,becausé even in the form that both wit- 
wnesses relate them,they contain no insult hor. intention 
“of contempt. “Prom Ald watch it is believed that there 
"exists no matter of an offense to be proceeded against 
“"Judicially,and that, therefore this case may be ordered 
- closed, and filed away; returning it to the Judge In- 
estructor for the usual statistical notes, Respectfully 
“submitted. HABANA, December 7th,1696. Seal of the Office 
Wor the Judge Advocate General of the Army of the Cap- 
"taincy General of Guba. %~ 
Decree No.11,690 
Decree of H.E. } } In the same form and on page 22 of 
the Captain Genéral.) said case,there is a decree passed 
upon, (auditoriado) from H.E. the 
Wietaie General of the District, as follows?- 
"Section Fifth: Habana December 13,1696. In accord 
"with the foregoing opinion,I hereby close this case. 
*In compliance thereof, and for statistical purposes, 
“return it to the Judge“Instructor through the Military 
-"Gommandant of Golon,and take his receipt therefor. 
"(Signed) AHUMADA.. General 2nd Gabo, Acting Captain Gen&1. Re 
"Scrool, Seal of the Captaincy General of the Island 
"of Guba, Chief of Staff.--- 


In witness whereofand in accordance with Art .379 2nd Part of 


4s 


the Code of Bilitary Justice,and upon the petition of the 


4 


party concerned,I issue this copy,which I cartify to be a 


faithful copy of the original on file in Cause No.5241, at 


COLON, this 16th December, 1896, 
(Signed) JULIO PAJARES. 


1 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


A ef 
HABAMA, December 30,1896. 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


— | 
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CASE OF JULIO SANGUILY. 


Confirming telegram, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 30.1896, 


Honorable William W, Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sir: - 


With reference to the trial of JULIO SANGUILY,report- 
ed by Mr.SPRINGER in despatch No.271,of the 24th.instant, 
+ cis to confirm my telegram of the 28th.instant,as 
follows: - 

"Assistant Secretary of State,Washington. 

"Sanguily sentenced life imprisonment. Appeal will 

"be taken.” 

(signed) Lee. 


i am,Sir, 


na ie 
. Pa 
Your JD 81 Orr wr, et UA 
LIUf Ys Ek 
a“ 7 Ay 
of. ACL é 
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Consul General. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. | 


HABANA, #£=~Pecember 30.1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


— 
ee ee 


Confirming telegram. Case of Gaspar A. Betancourt. None i 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 30,1896, 


Honorable William W, Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


Sir? - 

I have the honor to confirm my telegram to the Depart- 
ment of the 28th. instant {as follows: = 

"Assistant Secretary of State,Washington, 


"Gaspar A. Betancourt,American citigen,arrested and 


ae i 
a | ff if Mt 
*"'inconunicado’. Charges tnknown. (Signed) Lee." wa 


Under the same date I agked the Acting Governor General 
to give me the reasons for the arrest of Mr.Betancourt. 
I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, _ 
ox 
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Consul ee neral. 
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Confirming telegrams, 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 30.1896. 


Honorable William W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Siri- 
With reference to the casé of HARRY J. DBLGADO,report- 
ed by Mr.SPRINGER in despatch No,267,o0f the 24th.instant, 


I have the honor to atknowledge the receipt of the follow- 


ing cypher telegram: - 


| Washington,December 24.1896. 
"Lee, Consul General,Habana, 
"Harry Delgado,represent to be correspondent New York 
"Mail. and #xpress,is said to have been captured fifteenth 
"instant at a hospital,insurgent camp Pinar del Rio. 
"He is claimed to bé Wmérican citizen with passport,to 
“have been a non-combatant,to have letters showing his 
"character as correspondent introducing him to Maceo 
“and to some Spanish General, He is said to have been 
"taken to Habana and to bé imprisoned there. Investigate 
fat once, Do all you properly can for him and report at 
*once. (Signed) Bilney. 


the telegram of the same date as abové,reading:- 


"Washington,December 24,1896, 
"American Consul Habana, 
"Pollow strictly instruction seventy eight. 
: "(signed) Rockhill*. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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HABANA, December 31st,1896. © ma 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Acknowledging telegram, and transmitting list of citizens 


all 
Yt les 


arrested in Cuba since December 24thk,1895. 
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Ome enclosure. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 318t,1896. 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistamt Secretary of State. 


Washington. D. C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 


telegram dated 29th instant, reading: - 
"LEE, Comsul Gemeral. HABANA. 
"Referring to No.2853 from WILLIAMS, make complete 
"list to date,state whether prisoner mative or natur- 
"alized,cause of arrest,place of confinement,disposi- 
"tion of case,also those pending. Urgent. (Signed) 
ROCKHILL. 


I have therefore to transmit a detailed list,so far as 


I can find in the correspondence of this office,of the 


American citizens, native or naturalized,arrested by orders 


oe kre. at is a 
of the Spanish authorities, from December’ 24th, 1895 to date. 


ee ee 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 
“Yeh. 


List of citizens arrested since Dedr 24th,1895 to date. 


em 


Enclosure with Despatch No, oe HABANA, December 31st,1896 | 


LIST of American eitizens,nr.tive and naturalized,arrested 
and imprisoned in Cuba since # bruary 24th, 1895,to date; stat- 
ing also cause of arrest,char.es,place of confinement,whether 


tried, released, deported,or ¢ises pending, 


JULIO SANGUILY : - 49 years. : oe 
Native of Cuba; naturalized i878 3arres d February 2A, 
1895. Charge: rebellion; tried Nov, 28 pelle ces guilty and sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment; case appealed to Supreme Court, 
Madrid. 

Was also tried on charge of participation in the kidnap- 
ping of the sugar planter Fernandez de Castro, in 1694,by the 
late bandit Manuel Garcia,and acquitted. 

Tne. FOF the secénd time December 21st,1@96,for rebellion 
on the case “remanded from Spain, and again sentenced Dec,28th 


to eins imprisonmént} an appeal will be taken, 


Has been imprisoned in the Cabanas fort. 


JOSE-MARIA TIMOTEO AGUIRRE * - 52 years. 
Native of Cuba} naturalized 1881, arrested February 24th, 


1895,confined in Cabana fort, Charge: rebellion,acquitted and 
deported, Sept .6,1895,went to the United States, 


FRANCISCO CARRILLO : - 45 years, 


Native of Cuba; naturalized 1891,arrested at Remedios on 


Pebruary 24,1895,upon a gubernative order,no charges ever having | 


2. 
been- preferred. Confined in Cabanas fort,released and deported 


to United States,May 29,1895, 


JUAN RODRIGUEZ VALDES. : -~ 
‘Native of Cuba; naturalized 1876,arrested at Puerto Prin- 


cipe,April 5,1895,released April 6. 


JUSTO GENER : = 68 years. © 
Native of Cubaj naturalized, Arrested at Matanzas April 


6th, released April 9,1895, 


JOSE MARIA GARABALLO : - 42 years. 
Native of Cuba} naturalized 1877,arrested at Matanzas,Apri 


April 6,1895,released April 9,18695. 


MANUEL PUENTES : - 33 years, 
ea / 
Native of Cuba; naturaliged 1683,arrested at Guantanamo 


April 30,1895,released May 4,1895. 


MANUEL VARGAS : 
(Arrested at Remedios July 5,1895,released and expelled 
yuly 15,1695, 


- DOMINGO GONZALEZ ALFONSO : - 42 years. 
Native of Cubaj naturalized 1876, Arrested at Quivican 
July 3,1895,expelled Sept.3,1895. 


VICTORIANO BULIT PEREZ + -. 33 years, 


Native of Cuba, of American parents, Arrested at Sagua — 
July 12 ,1895, released Nov opener 


Se 
JOSEPH A, ANSLEY : - 56 venrs, cies 


Born in Havana of american cijectes Arrested ‘Aug .26, 1895, 
and faportea Sept.21, 8695, to the United States, 


AURELIO ANSLEY! - 34 years, _ 


Son of Joseph A.Ansley. Same as above, 


LUIS ANSLEY § - 30 years, 


Son of Joseph Ansley, Same as above, 


JOHN A.SOWERS :- 65 years. 
Native of Virginia, -Sama as above, 


@ARLOS M.GARCIA RUIZ : - 28 years, 
Born in the United States, Arrested Sept, 7,1695, released 
October 7,185, 


JOSH MARTINEZ GONZALEZ : - 45 years, 
Rative of Cuba; naturalized 1873, Arrested Sept,12,released. 
Sept .19, 1695, 


MARTANO RODRIGUEZ BAYAS ° : 
‘Native of Quba, Arrested Havana Sept,17, released Sept. 
29,1895, Watutalized, 


| MESA ; * 41 years, 
pei of Oubaj naturalized 1876, Arrested Sept,17,1895, 
, releesed tent. 


Bees Pater RIK? - 42 yearsy , 
Bative or cuba; naturalised 1877. Arrested at Cienfuegos 
Host tates : - ged with recruiting for the insurrection, 


2. 4, 
JOSEPH J.TRELLES °° 
3 Native of Cuba; naturalized. Arrested at Matanzas Dec, 
24,1895, released Dec.26,1895. 


MANUEL M.AMIEVA : - 39 years, 
Native of CubaS naturalized 1878, Arrested at Matanzas Dec 


(24,1895, released Dec.51,1895, 


MARCOS & RODRIGUEZ ; = 57 years, 


Native of Cuba; naturalized 1875. Arrested Jany.17,1896, o 


on board Amer, 8,8.0livette, Charge: aiding the rebellion, 


LOUIS SOMEILLAN SR. : - 56 years. 
Born in Cuba; naturalized Key West,1878. Arrested Jan.17, 
18696,released April 1,1896. Charge: aiding rebellion, 


Li - 56 years. 
Born in emit aae of above. Arrested Jany.17,released 


April 11,1696. Charge: aiding rebellion. 


LADISLAO QUINTERO ~ - 
Born. in Key West, Arrested Feb.22,1896,at Guatao where he 
had been wounded by spanish troops, ateneed April 11,1696, 


WALTER’ GRANT DYGERT : ~ 25 years, 

gern in United States, Arrested Feb.235,1896, imprisoned at 
Guinesf{supposed to be insurgent leader "E1 Inglesito",finally 
-released and sent to U apres 24,1896. 


REND ALERD J DIAZ 
| Native of. Cuba; naturalized, Arrested at Havana April 16, 
1696, charged. with forwarding rebel correspondence; confined at 
Felice ) Headquarters; expelled April 22,1896. 


ALFRED DIAZ: — 
Brother of above. Arrested same charge. Both of the Diaz 
were released April 22,1896,on condition of leaving country, 


went to Key West, 


JOSEPH L.CEPERO ; 
Native of cube naturalized 1881. Arrested Feb. 24 91696,0n 
board steamer from Cienfuegos to Bataiend; case now pending be-~ 


fore civil court Santa Clara, conf ined in Santa Clara prison, 


een AR 

Leen It Native. or Cuba, of Amer.parents, Arrested at Sagua April 
1896, Charge! rebellion, Military jurisdiction inhibited in 
favor of civil,July 28,1896, Released and returned to the 
United States, 


LOUIS M.GLEAN: 


Brother of the above. Same as above, 
PRANK J.LARRIEU : 
Native of Cuba; naturalized. Arrested at Cardenas May 


15,1896. Case pending. 


LOUIS. SOMETLLAN + - 58 years. 


Native of Cuba, naturalized. Arrested July 7,1896 for 


second time, Charge: aiding rebéliion, Turned over to civil 
court,is confined in city prison} trial will be held Jany.&, 
1897, 


DEE CHAQUEILO : 19 years, 
Native of Key West. des, pete July 9,1696,was the companion 


6. 
of Charles Govin. Is in Cabanas fort. Case pending,under mili-~ 
tary jurisdiction, 


: GEORGE W.AGUIRRE ; 25 years, 

Born in Upi ted States. Captured by a spanish gun-boat July 
10, 1896. ‘Gdse pending before | civil court of Jaruco, Confined 
in Cabafias’ fort. 


SAMUEL T.TOLON : 45 years, 
Native of Cubaj naturalized 1878, Arrested on board Amer, 


steamer Seneca, Sept.3,1896, incomunicado 22 days, Chbrged with 


being a delegate of the Cuban Juntasreleased and deported 
Sept .30,1896, Went to New York. 


OSCAR CESPEDES : 20 years, 

“Mative of Key West. Captured without. arms in insurgent hos- 
pital near .Zapata swamp, about Sept .5,1896, imprisoned at San 
Severino fort »Matanzas. Question of competency between mili- 
waxy and civil jurisdiction, decided in favor of military. Case 
seriding. 


-_ALPREDO HERNANDEZ : 44 years. 

Native of Matanzas; naturalized 1876, Arrested at his 
house at Havana,Sept.6,1896,suspicion of being concerned in 
‘the insurrection: Expelled Sept .23,1896?. Went to Key West. 


ANTONIO SUAREZ DEL VILLAR : 

Native of Cuba}. naturalized, Arrested at Cienfuegos, 
 Sept.5,1896, Charged with purchase and concealing arms and 
ammunition, Case sent to civil jurisdiction,Dec.23,1896. In 

prison at Cienfuegos, Case perding. 


JOSE CURBINO ? 


Native of sims naturalized, Arrested at Rincon,Sept, 18, * 
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i 7 ‘ 
1896, Surrendered to military authorities without arms, Release 
and is residing at Santiago: de las Vegas, 
JOSEPH AUSTIN MUMog : 
Native of New Orleans, Arrested at Matanzas Sept .18,1896, 
released Sept.19. Claimed that arrest was by mistake, 


| RAMON RODRIGUEZ : 
Native of Cubas naturalized. Arrested Sept.z0th,1896, 
upon requisition from Governor of Matanzas,had been in in- 
surrection, surrendered, and failed to report regularly, sent to 


Cardenas and released, 


ESTEBAN VENERO : 22 years, 
Native of Cuba; naturalized 1895. Arrested at Los Palos 
(Habana province) about Sept.22,1896. Gharges not stated, On 
ski. ¥ Chee Sawk ate General asks if he is an Americanicitizen, 


Case pending cognigance of military or civil jurisdiction, 


- ADOLFO TORRES : 

Native of Cuba; naturalized, Arrested Oct.4 at Sagua, 

 Qharges not stated. Redease iordered Nov ,.25,1896, question of 
competency not established. 


ESTEBAN CESPEDES : ( colored) 
Born in Cuba} naturalized Key West 1891. Arrested Oct, 


13,1896, charged with Mafiiguismo (voodoo) expelled Nov,7 and 


went to Key West. - 


RAMON CRUCET : 48 years, 
Born in Cuba; naturaliged 1873, Arrested in Colon Nov.l, 


1896, Charges? public censure of acts of spanish government, 


4 


Relensed Dec,18,1896,no grounds of complaint. 


LOUIS LAY * 16 years, 

Hative of Cuba, of American eabeates Arrested Nov, 9, 8696, 
during a raid Upon. A social lub in Regla, Confined in Cabafias 
fort, Case orderad to be transferred to civil court at Guata- 
bacoa, Dec, 23, Charges aiding febellion, 


JOSE GONBALER ‘ 63 years, 

Native of Bejucal (Cuba), naturali zed 1662, Arrested 
‘at Las Mangas. Nov.10,1896,taken to prison at Pinar del Rio, 
Charges not yet made known to this Consulate , 


THEODORE L,VIVES : ch Places 

Native of Cienfuegos, natural ged 1891, Arrested 1» Suet — 
1896, Charges: first,disorderly conduct and- then insults to : 
Spain, Gase pending cognimance of military or civil jurisdic- 


tion,is confined in jail, 


HENRY J,DELIGADO + oe 

Wative Of the United States, Captured about Deo.10, 1896, 
at an insurgent hospital in Pinar del Rio province,after having 
been ten weeks in a hut sick, Sent to Havana to Cabafas for} 
removed to hospital Dec, 28,1896,where he now is inoomunicado fe 


—. 


and very ill, Wo reply yet received by this consultae regard- 


ing his case, 


GASPAR A.BETANCOURT : 963 years, 
Native of cuba,naturaliged 1877, Arrested Dec .26,1896,con= 
fined at police headquarters incomunicado ° | Mo enargns yet made 


—_ seetiaetinnd 


known to the Consulates:: 


9. 


“se J years (colored) 


Sar Native of Key ¥ Ss % Charged with fafhligui smo (voodoo). 


= ¥ 


4d to be expelled, Dec.30,1896. Will be sent to Key West. 


53, tERNANDEZ 21 years, 


Brother of the above, Same as above, 


List of newspaper war correspondents who have been ex- 
pelled from the Island, 
WILLIAM MANNIX: | 


Native of United States, Exepelled Pebruary,1896, 


SYLVESTER SCOVEL: "World", 
Native U.S, Reported that he had arrived from insurgent 


lines,and it was intended to deport him in january. 


CHARLES MICHELSON: 

LORENSO BETANCOURT: 
Correspondent and interpreter of "New York Journal", 
Arrested Peb.25, Confined in Morro Castle, released Feb. 
27,1896. 


ELBERT RAPPLEYE: MAIL & EXPRESS, 
| Expelled March 26, 1896, 


JAMES CREELMAN War correspondent "World", 
Born in Canada, Expelled May 5,1896, — 


F.W.Lawrence: "Journal", 
| Born in the United States.Expelied May 5,1896, 


WILLIAM G.GAY: 
Native New York, War correspondent "World", Expelled 


June 27, Went to New York, 


THOMAS J.DAWLEY. War correspondent, 


Native New York, Arrested several times between Mar.24, 0 _ 


1896 and July 3 on suspicion, Confined 13 days in Morro, 
‘Released, : 


JOSE ANTONIO ImHAGA? 


Native of Cuba,naturalized. Expelled in August, 1696, 


moe ae ahs 
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AUGUST BOLTON: 
GUSTAVE RICHELIEU! 


¢ 


ap Wares. tht 
NO 96 Srnrtrace chs Catrn 


AGRAMONTE: 
JULIO SAIN: 
JOHN D.FERRER: 
PEDRO DUARTE: 
JORGE CALVAR: 


Arrested at Santiago de Cuba, Sent to the United States. 


Secretary af State. 
U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
JAN 5 1897 


HABANA, December 3lst,1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


— _ 
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Recerat outrages in Guanabacoa. 


Qo ee —— ee oot 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December S$lst ; 1896, 


Honorable Richard Olney, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.c. 


Guanabacoa,a city of some 25.006 inhabitants,is situated 
about four miles from Havana, from that city in fhe last 2 or 3 
days,many American citigens have visited this office,and huve 
imparted with much unanimity the events which have occurred in 
that etty, winse the 26th instant,or since the change of com- 


mander, 


From the best accounts I have received,it is estimated 


Md ne of | 
tha men have been taken from their homes and killed,many 


dead bodies are still to be seen lying unburied outside of the 
town, Naturally there is much excitement and alarm within 
the limits of the city,which has extended to the American re- 
sidents,some of these have been informed through spanish friends 
that it is contemplated to treat them as these unoffensive 
Cubans have been treated, 

Yesterday Mr.George W.Hyatt,a respectable gentleman from 
New York,was obliged to leave his house with his wife,daughter 
and son,because he had received information from confidential 
spanish source,that his house would be entered that night, and 
the disposition of himself and son would be uncertain, 

I have communicated with the acting Captain General Ahu- 
mada on the subject,requesting that his commander in Guanaba- 


coa be instructed to afford all protection to American citigens | 


ll 


2. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


all of whom,as far as I have been able to ascertain, have had 
no connection directly or indirectly,in any shape or form with 


the present insurrection on this Island, 


Guanabacoa it will be remembered is the rhe. recently 
4 


urndayg a largs 


captured and held for a time by the insurgents 


number of houses in said city. 


I am,Sir, Pe Y 
Your obedient sérvar oh ae 
/ fh Ca 
JW % 
Cons 


General. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, December 318st,1896. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 
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Forwarding letter from Comsat! BRICE at MATANWAS, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 31st,1896. 
Horn: William W.Rockhill, 
Suadé tant Secretary of State. 
Washington. D. GC. 
Sir: 

I transmit herewith for the information of the Depart- 
ment copy of a letter received from U.S.Comsul BRICE, at 
Matanzas,dated 22nd instant. 

I an, Sir, 


- 


Your obediex 


Eruclosure: 


Mr. BRICE to Mr.Springer, Decr 22mé,1896., 


Enclosure No, ‘fe he 
- With Despatch No. 26 QO 
tlabana, Decembero/,, 1896, 
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Consulate of the United States of america, 
" Matanzas,Dee.22, 1896. 


Joseph A. Springer;Raquire, 
Vice Consul Gerieral Habana. 
Sirt- - 


1 have the honor to report, the following: - Last Sunday 
evening (20th.) the mob. element under the instigation of cer- 


— 


tain Span anish Citizens (whose names I ‘have secured) were about 


to. stone this. ‘Consulate. Prompt action on the part of Civil 


Governor arrested the intended outrage. He informed these 


Gitizens a residence. in the. Ghafarinas awaited them if any 


— 


ey, 


further demonstration were made. 

Insane delight at MACEO'S death, and the widespread ex- 
citement in. the United States on Cuban affairs are engender 
ing an intense epee howhailh American citizens - especially 


‘among the middle class of Spaniards, 


I have warned our citizens to remain close to their 


homes, and keep closed lins on political matters: ‘Pantict- 
ake no further trouble at present. 
I. am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, : 
(signed) A, C, Brice. 


Consul. 


: ‘* 
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“u/s. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Case Of Central "TERESA",of RIGNEY!':x Co, Manzanillo. 


mmu ni- 


Porwarding copies of letter from Mr.RIGNBY am of c 


eation to the Govermor General. 


Settee tet OL ee 


2 enclosures. 
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U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 31st,1896. 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington. D. C. 


I have the honor to tmform the Department that on the 
Z2lst instant this office received a telegram from Mr. JOSEPH 


RIGNEY, owner of the Central "TERESA", near Manzanillo,reading: 
"United States Consul GenerayY.- HABANA. 
"Central "TERESA" contimues abandoned.Gemeral BOSCH 
"well disposed avai te orders Captain General .Please 


"obtain delayed order for arms. (Signed) RIGNEY.-" 

Mr .SPRINGER, them in charge of this office, addressed 
a communication to the Govermor and Captain General dated 
231d instant,--- of waich I enclose a cony,--- asking for 
an early reply to Mr.RIGNEY'S request, but as yet no reply 
has been received. 


I also accompany copy of Mr.RIGNEY'S letter of the 


20th instant comfirming his telegram,and adding certain 


details respecting the situation of the estate. 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedie 


2 enclosures. 
Mr.Springer to Governor General, Decr 23rd,3%896. 
Mr.Rigney to the Consul General Decr 20th,1896, 


With Despatch No, 181. 
HABANA, December 31st,1896. 


MANZANILLO, December 20th,1896, — 
U.8.Consul General, | 
HABANA. 
Sir: 


I confirm my ésblenvan of 18th instant,as follows:- 
"Central "TERESA" continues abandoned, General BOSCH 
"Well disposed awaits orders Captain General, Please 
“obtain delayed order for arms, (Signed) RIGNEY,"- 
My motive in sending this message to you was to enlist 
your good offices in urging General WEYLER to send along 


an order to give arms to thirty volunteers who are to do 


duty protecting our batey of Central "TERESA", 
The request for those arms was sent from General BOSCH 
here,to the General in Chief in Habana, some twenty days ago, 
but they have not been sent,and I am compelled to ask you to 
make an official request for them end advise me by cable, at 
my expenses, of the vials of your enquiry. 
You will remember that we have been treated with special 
“severity by General BOSCH,who suppressge@hthe garrison on our 


estate on July 25th, leaving our property to the mercy of 
thieves who looted our factory and dwellings,causing us losses 
of more than one hundred thousand dollars, 
We have been since without government protection} nor 

have I been permitted to go on the estate since the troops were . 
removed, FF ss 
I beg to explain ay present position with general Bosch, 
here, gies ) 


On October 15th I got a cablegram in New York from my 


2. 
agent here,calling me here to confer with General Bosch who 
wanted to restore protection to our estate, I got his order on 


Qetober 25th to engage thrity movilizados,and give him a list 


of their names, he gave me his "word of honor" to arm those men 
sPlac® a military officer in command of them,and send them to 
our estate, | | 

Those men which I had so engaged were sent to protect 
othar estates,and on November 18th,the General informed me that 
I could not gét *moviligados”, but I might get "volunteers", 
prowsane. Shas I pay all the cost of their maintenance and 
éqaspllantt I again peer sa his terms,got thirty men engaged, 
bought 30 614 Remington guns, and 3000 rounus of ammunition 
from General Bosch,for the agreed price of $500 silver. 

Whe officer in charge of military stores here,sent the 
order given me for the arms etc,,to Havana for Weyler's ap- 
proval on December first,since then nothing further is known 
of it, 

I cannot get. any information from the General here,or 
permission to take workmen to our place,so must appeal to you, 
Sir,to urge my case with General. Weyler,getting him to do us 
sone measure of justice, | 

If he will not give those arms I want to know it,so I can 
disband my men to save a useless expenditure of $1000 per 


month, 


Trusting to get an early reply and thanking you in ads -« 


wanes T am, etc, etc, 


(Signed) Joseph Rigney. 


Enclosure No. e4 
with Despatch No, 281, 
HABANA, December Sist, 1896, 


U.S.Consulate General. 


Habana, Dec.23rd,1896. 


To His Excellency the Governor and Captain General of 
the Island of Cuba, 
Excellency: 

With reference to the communications addressed from 
this Consulate General to Your Excellency on the 16th Septem- 
ber and 2nd October last, relative to the estate “Teresa”, situa- 
ted near Manzanilio,and belonging to Messrs.Rigney and Company, 
American citizens,I have to inform Y.E. that a telegram has 
been received from Mr.Rigney dated at Manzanillo on the 18th 
: "Consul General U.S.- Habana, 

"Estate "Teresa" dont tuiioe abandoned. Gen. 
"Bosch well disposed, expects orders Cap- 
"tain General. Please obtain haday order 
"for arms, Rigney",. 

I apprehend from said telegram that Mr.Rigney has de- 
termined to build block-houses (fortines) and organize the 
force they may permit him, as Stated in the said communication 
of this office of the 16th September Lan}, and relying on the 
good will of general Bosch with respect to this pretension, he 
expects to receive the superior orders of Y.E. whith-will 
enable him to continue his purpose of defending his interests, 


paying the proper expenses, as previously stated; in consequence — 
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8 this Consulate to tefteres@eein his behalf 
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of obtaining the delayed order,for thé Sims he ré- 


quires. 
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Without further antecedents thah the télégram referrad to 


Ca 


and the vommatvations witch have passed between the Genéral 
Girernien¢ and this Consulate,I respectfully submit the case 
to ¥,B,, with the request’ that this office be informed as soon 
as possible of vour-action in the matter, 

| ete, etc, 


(Signed) @oseph A.Springer, 
Vice Consul General, 
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DEPARTMENT of STATE. 


Leave of absence granted to Vice Consul General SPRINGER. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 31st,1696. 


Hon : William W.Rockhill, 
ge Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washingtom. 0D. Cc. 
Sir: 
i have to inform the Department that I have crantesc to 
Mr.JOSEPH A.SPRINGER, Consular Clerk and Viee Consul General, 
at this sees. pave of absence not to exceed six weeks, with 
permission to visit the United States. 
This leave is granted im accordance with paragraph 442 
of Consular Regulatioms, and Mr.SPRINGER is also notified 
that he must hold himself subject to the Department's orders 


to return immediately to his post,should circumstances re- 


quire it before the expiration of his leave. 
Mr .SPRINGER will sail om the 2nd instant for New York. 
I am, Sir, 


Your obedient 


Sm 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, December 318t,1896, 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C, 
Sir: 

Yesterday noon I visited the Cabanas fort and had a talk 
with Mr.JULIO SANGUILY,an American citizen,and formerly a 
general in the insurgent army. As you know he was arrested in 
his house, while taking a bath on the 24th February,1895. 

Sanguily had proved himself a very brave and efficient 
officer in the Cuban war from 1868 to 1878,and had been wounded 
Seven times, It was,therefore,naturally supposed that sooner 
or later he would have joined the insurgent side of the war 
now in progress in this Island, He had,so far asI am in- 
formed,committed no overt act in that direction and was taken 
without arms in hand, 

On the 28th November,1895,or say nine months and four 
days after he was arrested and thrown into a cell at the Caba- 
nas fort he was tried and sentenced to be imprisoned for life, 
An appeal was taken to the Supreme Court of Justice at Madrid, 
which decreed upon some technical ground that Sanguily should 


be retried, 


On the 21st December,1896,his second trial commenced and 


ended by his being again sentenced to perpetual imprisonment. 
Prom this second sentence an appeal has been taken which, 
whether successful or not,will greatly @af@e lengthen the time. 

he has already passed in his cell. 
The lawyer who defended this prisoner in his first trial 


now looks from the.bar of.a cell adjoining his in the Cabanas 


Be 


U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


fort and I am informed that the lawyer who managed his appeal 
before the Madrid Court has suffered in consequence thereof,so 
that it may be difficult to procure in Madrid another person 
versed in the law who will consent to manage for Sanguily the 
appeal proceedings, 

Only a few days after the arrest of Sanguily a proclama- 
tion was issued offering amnesty to all persons in arms who 
would give themselves up. It seems that this ought to apply 
to persons who had been arrested without arms in hand, Two . 
other Cuban officers of distinction, Ramon Perez Trujillo and 
Jose Maria Timoteo Aguirre,were arrested,I am told,at the same 
time as Sanguily and for the same reason,namely: because it 
was thought that they would engage in the war.After a short in- 
carceration they were liberated, 


In view of all these facts,and for the additional reason 


that Sanguily has been in a cell 25 months to date,is not in 
good health,and is suffering from old wounds,I respectfully 


suggest that the Department bring these facts to the notice of 


the Madrid Government,and ask that instructions be issued that’ 


he be released from prison on the condition that he will leave 


this Island,and not return until the present war has terminated, 
I am, Sir, 


Your’ obedient 3% 


